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DEDICATION. 



TO THE MO^T PUISSANT AND NOBLE PRINCE 

HENRY S O M E R S E T, 

Duki of Beaufort ; Marquis and Earl df Wor- 
ceftef and Glamorgan; Vifeaunt Grofmont) 
Barm Herbert ; Lord i/Ra^and, Chcpftow, 
and Gower ; and Baron Beaufort of Caldecot 
Cattle, Mojl Worjbipful Grand Matter of the 
Moft ancient and bononrabk SOCIETY of 
FREE and ACCEPTED MASONS 
in ENGLAND* 

May it pleafe your GRACEy 

THE following iReets tending to inculcate 
the exalted principles of benevolence, 
imiverfal harmony and unlimitted charity, have 
a peculiar claim to your Grace's patronage and 
proteftion, who fo zealoufly and fuccefsfully 
have fupported and difFiife<l the bleflings of our 
laudable inftitution* Honours! derived from 
fuch a fource, and eftabliftied on a conftant ad- 
herence to fuch excellent defigns^ can never fade. 

And 



DEDICATION, 

And while they endear your Grace to every hu<r 
mane hearty muft ^o infpire the friends to our 
fidety^ with the moft lively fcntiments of grati- 
tude and pieaiure, both for your Gnice^s atten^ 
tion, and known goodnels to particular brethren^ 
and your readinefs to propofe and adopt every 
mesiure^ calculated to add dignity to our eftar 
bliflunent^ and ^ve energy and ajuthori^ to its 
laws. 

This gloiious profped gives us the fiilleft 
hopes, that under your Qr^wre's illuftrious pa- 
tronage the benign fentiments .of charity, and 
the indiiponfible duty of promoting the general 
welfare of nwikipd) will be moirp uniyerially zxA 
CMtnfively re^ivj^. 

Encouraged by thefe confidei;atiojns^ { flatter 
ipyielf^ your Grace will for^ve my endeavour 
to fecure permanency to the following fheets, by 
prefixing a name, which muft be revered by 
every friend to the intereft of humanity^ and the 
benevolent intendons of ou^ inftitudon, ull tin\e 
and mafonry fh^Jl be no more. 

May it pleafe your Q r ac £, 

Tour GRACES mofk dutifuh 

And deveied bumble ftrvanty 



WELLINS CALCOTT, 
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Hereford 
Mr. Samuel Berry, Briftol 
Mr. Thomas Bennet, Glafs -Maker, Briflol 
Mr. John Beard, Jun. Merchant, Penzance, P. M. 
George Bell, Efq; Falmouth, P. G. M. 
Mr. Stephen Bell, ditto, R. W. M. 
Mr. John Bearblock, Woollen Draper, Weftminftcr 
Arthur Beardmore, Efq; London 
Mr. Birch, Wine Merchant, Bath 
Mr, Biggs, Surveyor, at Windfor, R. P. 
Mr. John Biggs, Butcher, at ditto 
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Mr. Richard Martin Bird, Baker, Fenchurch Street 
Mr. Thomas Blagden, Surgeon, Briflol 
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Mr. John Bown, of the White Hart, Exon 
Mr. Abraham Boothman, of the amicable Lo. Exon 
Mr. George Bowdij^e, of the Dragon Inn, Axminfter 
Theo. Bourke, E(q; Dartmouth Street, Weftminftcr 
R. P. 
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Ir. Francis Bowler, Mailer of an Academy, R. W. M. 

Mr. John Bottomly, S. of St. Alban's Lodge 
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Henry Toye Bridgeman, Efq; R. W. M. of the Corin- 
thian Lodge, at Cardif, R. P. 

Mr. George Bradford, W. S. W. of the Paladian Lodge, 
Hereford 

Mr. John Brookes, P. M. Bath 

Mr. William Browne, R. W. M. of the Lodge of Pcr- 
fea Friendfhip, Bath 

Mr. Eliiha Bryne, Gun Maker, at Briflol 

Mr. Edmond Bryan, W. S. W. of the Union Lodge 
ditto 

Mr. Henry Brown, Tobacconift, Briflol 

Mr. Andrew Brice, Printer, at Exeter, P. M. 

Mr. Abraham Browne, Bookfeller, at Briflol 

Mr. John Brown, Mercer, at Evefham 

Mr. John Bryan, Sculptor, at Painfwick 

Mr. Richard Bryce, of the Lodge at Topfham* 

Mr. Alexander Brice 

Mr. Robert Bryant, Attorney at Law, Ilminfler 

Mr. John Braddon, Boot Tavern, Plymouth Dock 

Lieut. P. Bruflis, ditto 

Mr. Michael Bradford, Surgeon, Lannceflon 

Mr. James Bromley, Surgeon, at Poleflor, near Exon 

Mr. John Brake, jun. Wine Merchant, atCrediton, F.M. 

Mr. John Brutton, Haberdafher, Exon 

Mr. Nicholas Brooke, Merchant, ditto 

Mr. Samuel Bryant, Hoficr, ditto 

Mr. Thomas Bryer, King's- Arms Inn, Dorchefter 

Mr. Nathaniel Brookes, Merchant, Poole, Dorfetfhirc 

Robert Brown, Efq; Manchefler Buildings, Weflminilcr, 
two Copies 

George Brown, Efq; Bedford Street, R. Pa. 

Thomas Browne, Efq; P. M. of St. George's Lodge, 
Taunton. 

Mr. George Browne, Cavcndifh Street 

Mr. Jof. Brown, of Long- Acre 

Mr. 
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Mr. Samuel Brawn, Caftlc Street 

Matthew Brickdale, Efq; Member of Pariiamcnt, R. P. 

Mr. William Brown, Watchmaker, Minories 

Mr. Bradley, Carpenter, Long- Acre 

Mr. Coun, Bufh, P. M. of the Lodge of perfeft* 

Friendfhip,. Bath 
Mr. James Burr, Watchmaker, Briftol 
Mr. W. Burton, R. W. M. Plymouth Dock 
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rington 
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The Right Hon. the Marquis of Carnarvan, four Co- 
pies, Royal Paper 

The Right Hon, Lord Colville 

Hon. Seymour Conway, R. P. 

The Hon. William Craven, R. P. 

Hon. General Colville, Bath 

Mr. Carwardine, at Ledbury 

Mr. Cambridge, at ditto 

Mr. William Carey, Monmouth 

Cor. Carpenter, Efqj Launcefton 

Captain Peter Carteret, of the Royal Navy, at Newton 
Abbot 

Rev. Mr. Carne, at ditto 

Mr. Samuel Cam, jun. Bradford, Wilts 

Alexander Campbell, Efq; P. L G. W. Royal Paper 

Mr. Alexander Campbell, Sugeon, at Pool, R. W. M. 

Mr. John Campbell, Cabinet-Maker, High Holbourn 

Charles 



▼i Lift of Suhfcribers. 

Charles Carfon, Efq; Lambeth, Royal Paper 

Mr. Ifon Cant, Glazier, Mary Le Bone 

Mr. John Caufeway, Brazier, Drury Lane 

The Rev. Mr. Chalmers, P. M. of the Lodge at 

Chelmsford 
Mr. Jacob Chaille, merchant, Plymouth, P. M. 
Mr. John Cheafe, P. M. Briftol 
Mr. Richard Champion, Merchant at ditto 
Mr. John Chandler, Coach-maker at dittd 
Mr. Thomas Chaliner, Bridewell Precintt 
Mr. Samuel Champion, Attorney at Law, Plymouth, 

R. W. M. 
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Mr. William Cotton, Bedford Street, Covent-Garden 
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Mr. Abraham Cook, Silverfmith, Top of the Haymarket, 
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Mr. John Gundry, Fountain-Court, Strand 

Mr. Charles Gwavas, Merchant, Penzance 

Rod. Gwynne, Efq; Deputy-Governor of Berwick 

Caftle 
Marmaduke Gwypne, jun. Efq; Captain in the Radnor* 

(hire Militia 
John Gwatkin, Efq; Bullingham, near Hereford 

H 

Mr. Thomas Haviland, Apothecary, Bath 

Mr. William Harford, Baker, ditto 

Mr. James Haikins, Briflol 

Mr. Richard Hardwicke, Hereford 

W. H. Hartley, Efq; Major in the Glouceflcr Militia 

Mr. John Hart, Merchant, London 

Mr. Nathaniel Hart, Surgeon, Clerkenwell 

Mr. George Harding, Apothecary, Strand 

Mr. James Hardy, Clare-Market 

Mr. Robert Harris, Druggift, St. Paul's Church-yard 

Mr. Pymm Hammond, Carver, W. I. W of the Lodge 

of Regularity, London 
Mr. Samuel Hayes, M. D. Lincoln's-inn-fields 
Mr. William Hacket, Stafford 
John Halliday, Efqj Banker, London, P. M. 
Mr. Ifaac Hart, Great Pultney-ftreet, Golden-fquare 
Mr. Zach. Hardman, Long- acre * 
Mr. Mofes Hart, ditto 
Mr. John Hankins, ditto 
Mr. John Harrifon, York 
Mr. Edward Harvey, Plymouth-Dock 
Mr. Robert Haydon, P. M. Plymouth 

b 2 Mr« 
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Mr. William Harrifon, Gunner in the Royal Navy, 

Plymouth 
Chriflopher Harris, Efq; Launcefton, Cornwall 
Mr. Edward Hambleton, of the Star Inn and Tavcrni 

Marazion, Cornwall 
Mr. John Hall, Limner, Marazion, ditto 
Mr. Andrew Harward, Brazier, Totnefs, Deyonfhire 
Mr. William Hatfwell, St. John's Lodge, Exon 
Mr. John Hawkins, W.J.W. of the White-Hart, Exeter 
Mr. James Hart, Mailer of a VcfTel 
Charles Hanning, M. D. Crew kerne, Somerfctfhire 
Mr. Ifaac Harvey, Clothier, Axminfter 
Southcott Hallet, Efq; Dorfetfhire 
Mr. Samuel Alford Harbour, of the Bull-Inn, Bridport 
Mr. John Haberdine, King's- Arms Lodge, Shad-Thamc« 
Philip Hales, Efq; Lower Brook-ftreet 
JMr. Halford, Apothecary, Chelfea 
Mr. Thomas Edward Harris, King-flreet 
Mr. Henry Heath, P. M. Briftol 
Mr. John Hcnderfon, Tobacconift, Brillol 
Mr. Thomas Hemburg, jun. ditto 
Mr. S. Hewfon, Apothecary, Mary-le-bone-ftreet 
Mr. James Heywood, Land-furveyor, St. Martin's-lane, 

R. W. M- 
Mr. W. H. Heywood, Surgeon, Biddeford 
Mr. Ricliard Hearne, Corner of Brooks-ftreet, Holbourn 
Mr. James Hefeltine, Dodor's-Commons, R. P. 
Ifaac Head, Efq; Colledlor of the Cuftoms at Scilly, R. P, 
Mr. Alexander Hewet, at the Shoe-Warehoufe, Eall- 

Smithlield 
Mr. John Higgens, of the Lodge of Perfed Friend- 

fhip, Bath 
Mr. Roger Hicks, Seend, near Devizes, Wilts 
Mr. James Hill, Brillol 
Mr. John Hill, ditto 
Mr. W. P. Hickling, Leadenhall Market 
Mr. John Hinchcliffc, Stone-Mafon, Long-acre 
Mr. Nathaniel Hicks, W.J.W. St. Ives, Cornwall 
Mr. Nathaniel Hicks, jun. St. Ives, ditto 
Mr. William Hichens, Secretary, St. Ives Lodge, ditto 
Mr. Robert Hibbs, Seven Stars, Totnefs 
Mr. Aaron Hifccck, Exon 

Mr. Jofiah Hill, Plymouth-Inn, St. Thomas's, Exon 
Mr. Philip Hill, TawHock, Devonlhire 
Mr Samuel Hill, Anchor Smith, Topfham 

Mr. 
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Mr. Thomas Hill, Shipwright, ditto 

Mr. John Hirft, Tower-hill 

Rev. Mr. Hbilings, Monmouth, Royal Paper 

Mr. John Horton, At>othecary, Bath 

Mr. John Hobbs, Briflol 

Charles Holland, Efq; London 

Mr. John Holdflock, Shirehampton 

Mr. Thomas Hooper, Surgeon, P. M. Plymouth-Dock 

Lodge 
Mr. Tyzack Hodges, Queen-Hythe 
Mr. Richard Holloway, Crown and Anchor, Strand^ 

Royal Paper 
Mr. Henry Holkyn, Launceflon, Cornwall 
John Hodges, Efq; Brook Street, Royal Paper 
Rowland Holt, Efq; W. S. G. W. Royal Paper 
Mr. Charles Hodder, King's- Arms Lodge, Shad-Thames 
Mr. Robert Horn Homeward, W. S. W. Fair St. 

Horfleydown 
John Hobfon, Efq; Abington Buildings, 
Mr. JofephHolmden, Long-acre 
Samuel Huehes, Efq; of the Monmouthihire Militia 
Mr. Edward Hutchinfon, Apothecary, Bath 
Mr. James Hughes, Attorney at Law, Briflol 
Mr. Robert Hufband, Plymouth-Dock 
Capt. Anthony Hunt, of the Royal Navy 
Mr. William Hunt, Purfer in the Royal Navy 
Mr. William Hume, Plymouth 
Rev. Mr. Thomas Hugo, Redlor of Dunchidcock, Dc- 

vonfliire 
Mr. John Hugo, Surgeon, Crediton 
Mr. John Humphreys, Officer of the Excife, Salifbury 
Mr. John Hughes, Hooper, Briftol 
Mr. Mordev:ai, Hyams, ditto 



Mr. Abraham James, Diftiller, Briflol 

Mr. Lazarus Jacobs, ditto 

Mr. Richard James, Wine Merchant, Falmouth 

Mr. George Jackfon, of the Salutation Lodge, Topfham 

Mr. William Jam?s, of the Royal Edwin Lodge, Lynn 

Regis 
Mr. larrat, Pear-tree-flreet 
Mr. licnry JafFray, W, J. G, W, Royal Paper 

George 
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George James, Efq; Soho 

Mr. Samuel Jacemard, Oxford Road 

Mr. Richard Jenn, Grocer, Plymouth Dock 

Mr. Thomas JefFerfon, St. John's Lodge, Exon 

Captain Jennings, Gentleman of the Bed-chamber Mm 

the Duke of Cumberland 
Mr. Henry JefFeries, P. M. Briftol 
Mr. Thomas Jenner, Windfor 
Mr. William Jelfe, New Palace Yard, Weftminfter 
Mr. J. Jeffreys, Brewer, Hammer fmith 
Mr. Edward Iliffe, W. S. W. Union Lodge, Exon 
Mr. Jones, Draper, Bath 
Mr. Jolly, Perfumer, Bath 
Mr. John Jones, Briflol 
Mr. William Jones, RedclifFe-ftreet, ditto 
Mr. Gilbert Jones, Lower BuUingham, Herefordihire 
Mr. James Johnfon, Prodlor of Hereford 
Mr. John Jones, Chepftow, Monmouthfhirc 
Mr. Robert Johnfon, Plymouth-Dock 
Mr. Thomas John, Merchant, Penzance 
Richard Johns, Efq; Colledor, Gweeke, Cornwall 
Mr. Tremenheer Johns, Attorney at Law, Helftone, do« 
Mr. Jofeph Johnfog, W. S. W. St. John's Lodge, 

Exeter 
Robert Jones, Efq; Foumon Caftle, Royal Paper 
Mr. Francis Johnfton, Brewer, New-llreet, near Broad* 

Street 
Mr. George Jolliffe, Attorney at Law, Air-flreet, Pic-* 

cadilly 
William Johnfton, Efq; Hammerfmith 
_Mr. Robert Jones, Chelfea 
Mr. John Johnfton, May's Buildings 
Mr. Thomas Jones, Long-acre 
Mr. J. Judfon, Great May's-Buildings 
Henry Norton Ivers, Efq; Bath, two Copies 

K 

Mr. Frederick Kandler, of St. AIban*s Lodge 

Mr. Kcenc, Printer, Bath 

Mr. William Kennelly, Plymouth Dock 

Mr. John Kcir, Surgeon, Marazion, Cornwall 

Mr. Chriftopher Keinpller, Chelfea 

Mr. Daniel Kccie, Watch-maker, Salifbury 

John Keeling, Efq; Clerkenwell 

Mr* 
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Mr. Robert Kellie, P. M. two Copies 

Mr. Charles Keymys, Briilol 

Mr. Kitto, Bath 

Mr. W. KiFkpatrick, of the Navy, Briflol 

Mr. George Kingdon, Hat-maker, Plymouth 

Mr. William King, jun. Ware bridge, Cornwall 

Mr. James Kimpland, of the Fleece Inn and Tavern, 

Barnflaple 
Mr. William King, R. W. M. of the Cuftom-houfe 
John Knill, Efq; P. M. of St. Ivea 
Lucy Knightly, Efq; R. Pa. 
Dr. Knox, Jermain-ftreet, R. Pa. 
Mr. Matthiafi Kalick, Surgeon, Lower Eaft-Smithfield 

L 

The Right Hon. Earl of Leven, R. Pa. 

Right Hon. Earl of Loudon, R. Pa. 

The Hon. Robert Lee, Bath 

Mr. William Lanfdown, Silverfmith, Bath 

Mr. William Lane, of Launccilon 

Rev. Mr. Thomas Lane, St. Ives Cornwall 

Mr. Lane, Attorney at Law, King-llreet, Covcnt* 

Garden 
Mr. Thomas Langdon, Long-acre 
Mr. David Lambert, Malton, Yorklhire 
Mr. Jofeph Lawlefs, Exeter 
Mr. Richard Langdon, Secretary of the Union Lodg«, 

Exeter 
Mr. William Langfbrd, Hoppings, near Exeter 
Mr. John Lander, Cuftom-houfe, Pool, Dorfetfliirc 
Stephen Cagfar La Maiflre, Efq; Piercey-ftreet 
Mr. Thomas Lander, Eaton, Berks, P. M. 
Mr. J. Laverick, Piccadilly 
Mr. David. Lambert 
"Mr. Lewis, Proftor, LandafF 
Mr. Thomas Leach, Surgeon, at Chepftow 
Mr. Thomas Lewis, Secretary of the Vitruvian Lodge 

atRofs, Herefordfliire 
Mr. Thomas Llewellin, Fifhmonger, Briflol 
Mr. Step. Lewis, Gay-ftreet, ditto 
Mr. John Lean, ditto 

Mr. J. Lewis, Attorney at Law, Plymouth, P. M. 
Mr. George, Taylor, Plymouth, P. M. 
Mr. Charles Leadbetter, Jeweller, Carey-Lane, London 
Mr. John Leer, Attorney at Law, W. S. W. Pool, 

Dorfet Samuel 
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Samuel Lewin, Efq; Chelmsford 

Mr. James Lcifhman, W. S. W. Minorles, R. P# 

Mr. Thomas Lewling, Rupert-ftreec 

George Leg, Efq; 

Mr. John Lilly, Falmoutti 

Mr. Thomas Linfoot, Crofs-lane, Long-acre 

thn Lloyd, Efq. Cwmbrane, Carmarthen (hire 
r. Lowdon, Apothecary, BriHol 
Mr. S. Lorrimore, ditto 
Mr. Henry Loveday, fen. Painfwick 
Mr. Thomas Lloyd, Plymouth 
Captain Logan, of the Marines, ditto 
Edward Lovel, Efq; Windfor-Caftle, R. Pa. 
Captain Jacob Lobb, Penzance 
Mr. Loveday, Apothecary, Hammerfmith 
Mr. William Lodder, the Lion and Lamb Inn, Pool, 

Dorfetfhirc 
Rev. Mr. Lock, W. J. W. Union Lodge, Exeter 
Mr. Samuel Lufcombe, Surgeon, Exeter, 2 Copies 
Mr. John Luckcombe, Tr. of St. George's Lo. Exoa 
Mr. Steph. Luke, Merchant, W. J. W. Penzance 
Mr. George Lyne, Mercer, Launceilon 
Mr. Chriftopher Lymebear, Fountain Inn, Oakhamp-i' 

Ion, Devon 
Captain Lynch, of the 22d Regiment Treafurer of thtf 

Union Lodge, Exeter 
Mr. Alex. Lyall, Kings Arm's Lodge, Shad Thames 
Capt. Thomas Lynn, of the Royal Navy, 2 Copies 
Mr. John Jofeph Lypn, Hope Tavern, Horfley-down 

M 

Right Hon. Lord Vif. Molyneux, 2 Copies, Ro. Fa. 

Sir. Alex. Mc*Donald, Bart. 

Mr. Daniel Mansfield, W. J. W. of the Vitruvian Lodge 

at Rofs 

> 

Mr. Humphrey Matthews, of the Vitruvian Lodge at 

Rofs 
Mr. Maagcc, Statuary, Bath 
Mr. James Richard Maud, Brillol 
Mr. John Merchant, RedclifFe-ftreet, Brillol 
Mr. Richard Broad, Manning, Three Crowns, Plymouth 
Mr. Richard Mac*Gannon, of the Plymouth Divifion 

of Marines 

Mr. 
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Mr. Richard Maltby, Wine Merchant, Jamcs-ftxcct, 

Long-Acre 
Rev. Mr. H. C. Manley, Bradninch, Devon 
Thomas Mailers, Efq; Royal Paper 
Mr. Geo. Woodward Mallet, Attorney at Law, Plymouth 
Lieut. Mc*Kenzie, 43d Regiment of P'oot, Plymouth 
Lieut. McNeil, of the Marines, Plymouth 
Mr. John Manning, Brazier, Launceilon 
Mr. Thomas Mc*Lellan, Falmouth 
Mr. Robert Martin, Launceilon, 2 Copies 
Lieut. Charles Mac Lean, of the 43d Regiment 
Mr. Mac Aufland, Merchant, Plymouth Dock 
Mr. John Marnell, Plymouth DocK-yard 
Mr. Nicholas May, Surgeon, Plymouth-Dock 
Mr. Phillip Matthew, Attorney at Law, Chudlcigh, 

Devonlhire 
Lieutenant William Marler, Exon 
Mr. Samuel Mayne, Hct-preffer, St. John's Lodge, 

Exeter 
Mr. Benjamin Mace, Surgeon, zzd Regiment, 2 Copies 
Mr. Richard Mallock, Writinrt-Mafter, Axminftcr 
Mr, Robert Mapfon, King's-Arms Lo. Shad Thames 
Jof. Mauger, tTq; Member of Parliament, R. Pa. 
L. M* Leane, Efq; two Copies, R. Pa. 
Mr. Henry John Mafkall, Apothecary, Oxford Road, 

R. W. M. 
Mr. James M' Clary, Windfor, P. M. 
Mr. Robert Malbn, Change- Alley 
Mr. John Mafon, Woollen-draper, Briflol 
Mr. Thomas Maxfickl, Toy-maker, ditto 
Mr. Matthew Meafe, jun. ditto 
Mr. John Meaifey, Winchefler 
Mr. Thomas Mercer, S. Poole 
Mr. Thomas Martin, of the King's-Arms Lodge, Shad* 

Thames 
Mr. John Mills, Brillol 
Mr. Stephen Millet, St. James's Back 
Mr. J. Milton, jun. Cuflom-houfe, "Brillbi 
Richard Michens, Efq; Penzance 
John Michie, Efcj; Spring- gardens, R. Pa. 
Mr. Ifaac Mifaubm, St.^Martin's-Court 
Rev. Mr. Ja. Minifie, of Fairwater, Sommerfetlhire 
Mr. Edward Minifie, London 
. Mr. James Mill, Ironmonger, Long-acre 
Mr. Henry Morgan, Rumney, near Cardiffe 

c Mr. 
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Mr. Lewis Morgan > Ramney, near Cardife 

Mr. Edmond Morton, Coach-maker, Bath 

Mr. Edward Morgan, P. M. of the Pythagoric Lodge^ 

Brillol 
Mr. WilHam Morgan, Leathcr-drefTer 
Mr. Samuel Moore, St. Peter's Hofpiul, Briftol 
Mr. Thomas Moore, Guinea-ftreet, ditto 
Mr. Thomas Moantjoy, Wine-hooper, ditto 
Mr. John Morfe, Accomptant, ditto 
Mr. Edward Moffett, Painter, Temjrfe-Lane 
Mr. William Moore, Hereford 
Mr. Paul Moanier, Attorney at Law, Plymouth Dock 

Lodge, P. M. 
Mr. D. Morris, Queen of Bohemia's Head, Wych-ftrcet 
\/b. R. Moody, Fiihmonger, Leadenhall- Market 
Mr. F. Morgan, Optician, Ludgate-ftreet 
Mr. j. Mounier, Surgeon, Plymouth 
Mr. Job. Brookes Moone, Plymouth-Dock 
Captain Molefworth, of the 43d Regiment, Plymouth 
Mr. Alexander Mofes, Falmouth 
Mr. James Morton, of the King V Arms Lodge, Shad« 

Thames, R. W. M. 
Mr. George Moore, Windfor 
Mr. Nathaniel Mullens, Goldfmith, Briftol 
Mr. John Mullens, the George, David-ilrcet 
Mr. Stephen Mundcn, Fleet-ftrcct 
Mr. Charles Munden, Windfor 
Mr. James MufTard, Coal- Merchant 
Mr. V/illiam Munden, Chelfea 
Mr. H. Munro^ Conduit-ilreet 

N 

Mr. James Nayler, Crofs-Keys, Mary 1e Bone Lane 
Mr. Robert Newman, Surgeon, R. W. M. of the Vi- 

truvian Lo. at Rofb, Hercfordihire 
Mr. Adam Newman, Innholdcr, Bath 
Mr. John Netterville, Templc-Crofd, Brillol 
Mr. Felix Neale, Brillol 

Mr. Richard Nelfon, Mercer, Plymouth Dock, P. M. 
Lieut. Jof. Neville, of the Royal Navy, I'lymouih 
Mr. George Nelfon, Gatcombe, Devon Hu re 
Mr. HoKUworth Newman, W. S. V/. of the Lodge, 

Dartmouth 
Mr . Gilbert Neylc, Exon, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Obadiah Newcfl, Mailer of a VcfTel 

Mr. James Newey, Cuilom-houfe, London 

Mr. Thomas Nevcll, - Swcedland-court 

Mr. Thomas Neale, Mary-le-bonc 

Tho. Nichols, Efq; S. W. of the Vitruvian Lodge, Rofi 

Mr. Jonathan Noad, Briftol 

Mr. Tho. North, R. W. M. of the Jerufalem Lodge, do* 

Mr. P. Norton, Wine-ftrect, ditto 

Mr. William Northjcote, Surgeon, Cornwall 

Mr. Nowell, of the Fountain Inn and Tavern, Ttanton 

o 

C. Ogilvy, Efq; two Copies, R. Pa. 

Mr. D. Ogilvy, Surgeon, Curfitor-ftreet, Chancery-lan« 

Mr. John Ogilvie, Conduit-ftreet, W. J. W. 

John Ommanney, £iq; Plymouth 

Mr. Jof. Oldfield, York 

Mr. Edward Onion, at the Boll, High-ftreet, Brifiol 

Mr. Peter Ougier, Partmouth 

Hugh Owen, Efq; Lower Grofvcnor-ftrcet 

Mr. Thomas Owen» Hatter, Briftol 

Mr. Francis Owen, Cabinet-maker, Briftol 

Captain A. Owen, of the Foot Guards 

Mr. John Owen, Officer of Excife, Monmouth, P. M. 

Mr. John, Oxley, Gardener, Briftol 



Sir Richard Phillipps,'Sart. Member of Parliament, R. P. 
The Paladian Lodge, Hereford, ten Copies 
, J'rancis Paget, Efq; at the Cocoa- tree CofFee-houfe 
Mr. John Palmer, P. M. of the Lodge of Perfedl Friend- 

ihip, Bath 
Mr. Palmer of the Pelican, Briftol 
Mr. .Peter Pardoe, ditto 
Mr. Robert Paul, Surgeon, Uminfter 
^r. Jof. Parfett, Baker, Carnaby-markct 
Mr. Thomas Parkinfon, King's-Head Tavern 
Mr. Jof. Parfloe, of the New Marlbro' CofFee-houfe, 

Great Marlbrough^ftreet 
iSeorge Palmer, Efq; R.W. M. York, Royal Paper 
Michael Henry Pafcall, Captain in the Royal Navy 
Mr. James Parfons, Merchant, Plymouth 
Mr. William Parry, Taylor^ ditto 

c'2 Mn 
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Mr. John Parker, Lcather-dreflcr, Launceilon 
Mr. David Palmer, of Do. 
Mr. Anthony Page, jun. Bamftaple 
Mr. John Place, of Pilton 
Mr. James Partridge, Exon 
Mr. John Paulyn, Exon 

<5corge Patterfon, Efq; Great Marlbrough-ftrect, R. P. 
John Parker, Efq; Member of Parliament, R. P. 
John Patterfon, Efq; Burlington-llreet, two Copies, 

Royal Paper 
Mr. J. D. Parker, Chelmsford 
John Pattinfon, Efq; London 
reter Paumier, Efq; Do. R. Pa. 
Capt. Pafcall, of the Royal Navy 
Mr. Anthony Parquot, Wardour-ftreet 
Mr. John Pattinfon, Great Rider-ftreet, St. James's 
Mr. Willikm Perry, Boflon, New-England 
Mr. Charles Peer, Quarter-mailer Serjeant of Marines, 

W. S. W. PlymoutE Dock 
Mr. Perkin's, Brawn's-Head, Bond-ftreet 
Mr. Peters, Portrait Painter, Wellbeck-ftrect, 6 Copies 
Mr. William Pearfe, W. S. W. Bath 
Mr. John Redley, Dean's-court, Dodlor's Commons 
Mr. John Pearce, Surgeon, Penzance 
Mr. Thomas Penrofe, P. M. Attorney at Law, ditto 
Mr. William Pendar, Surgeon, Falmouth 
Mr. Thomas Pering, W. J. W. Dartmouth 
Mr. William Penny, Surgeon, P. M. Newton-Abbot 
Mr. Richard Pearce, Biddcford 
Mr. Edward Perry, Frec-Mafon's Arms, Poleflar, near 

Exon 
Mr. John Perkins, Serge-maker, Amicable Lodge, 

Exeter, P. M. 
Mr. James Peacock, King's- Arms, Shad Thames 
Mr. Samuel Peniflone, Bird-ilreet 
Mr. Anflcy Pellatt, W. J. W. St. John-llreet, R. P. 
Mr. Edward Phillips, Attorney at Law, Gloucciler 
Mr. James Phillips, Secretary at the Rofe and Crown, 

Cuftom^-houfe 
Jxme'fl Phipp.s, Efq;R.P. 
Rev. Mr. Pitman, Hereford, R. P. 
Mr. William Pichard, Water-gilder, Little Old Bailey 
Mr. William Pinckney, St. PauPs-church-yard 
Mr. Fleming Pinkilau, Surgeon, P. M. 
Mr. John Pmkey, Surgeon, Dartmouth 

Mr. 
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Mr. John Place, Pilton 

Mr. James Poole, Efq; Taunton 

William Richards, Powell, Efq; of CardifTe Lodge 

Mr. William Powell, of the Paladian Lodge, Hcraord 

Mr. William Powell, Briftol 

Mr. William Powell, of the Union Lodge, ditto 

Mr. Robert Poole, Watch-maker, Alderfgate-ftreet 

Mr. Pohl, Great Maddox-ftreet 

Mr* Henry Pollexfen, Ship- Inn, Newton Boihel, De« 
vonihire 

Mr. Hueh Powell, Barnftaple 

Mr. Amb. Pinney, of the Amicable Lodge^ Exon 

John Carter Pollard, Efq; R. P. 

Mr. John Pott, St. James's 

Capt. Price, Watford, Glamorganfhire 

Mr. Richard Prieft, CarditFe i 

Rev. Mr. John Price, Brillol 

Mr. William Price, Linen-draper, Norwich 

Mr. William Prieft, Watch-maker, Briftol 

Mr. Peter Prigg, Carpenter, ditto 

Mr. James William Preflon, Botolph-lane 

J. P. Pryfe, Ef<j; Member of Parliament, R. P. 

Mr. Richard Prior, jun. Butchor-row, London 

Mr. E. Price, Silverfmith, R. W. M. Ludgatc-ftrcct 

Mr. Francis Prior, P. M. Plymouth 

J. Price, Ef(j; Penzance, two copies 

Mr. John Price, Accomptant, Briilol 

Mr. William Pride, Goidfmith, Salifbury 

Mr. Charles Prater, Baker 

Mr. Thomas Prefton, Dufours-court, Broad-ftrect, Gol- 
den- fqu are 

Mr. Purdie, Spring-gardens, Bath 

Mr. Charles Pugh, Bookfeller, Hereford 

Mr. H. Pulsford, St. Martin's-lane 

Mr. James Puddicombe, Newton Bufhell 

Mr. William Purchafe, Crediton 

Benjamin Pugh, M. D. Chelmsford, P. M. 

Mr. Pyne, Poll-mailer, of Brillol 

Mr. Samuel Pye, Surgeon, ditto 

Mr. Benjamin Pyke, of the Golden Lion Inn and Ta- 
vern, Barnftaple 

Robert Hampden Pye, Efq; Audley-ftreet, R. P. 

Mr. Maurice Pugh, Chelmsford, Surgeon 



Colonel 
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Colan^l Rainsford, Eqacrj to his Royal Highnefs tte 

Poke of ijlouccfter 
Mr. John Rawlings, Plymonth Dock, P. M. 
Mr. William Rae, Woohen-draper, Cranboume^llej 
Mr, Jof. Randill, Surgeon, Brownlow-ftreet 
Mr. John RatcliflTe, Glafs-worker, Briftol 
Mr.' Randal, Batcher^ HammerOnitb 
Mr. John Vining, Reade, Portfrnouth, P. M. 
Mr. Thomas Reynolds, one of the Coroners for tlie 

Connty of Devon, at Plymouth 
Mr. Luke Reilley, Lincoln's-Inn 
Mr. George Redaway, Crediton, Devon 
William Reynolds* £fq; Coroner for the County of 

Effex, P. M. 
Mr. George Reynolds, Rofe and Crown, oppofite the 

Cuftom-honfe 
Mr. John Reynolds^ at ditto 
Mr. Thomas Read, jun. Briftol 
Mr. John Ric, Sugar Baker, ditto 
Richard JRiplcy, Efq; P. S. G. W. Royal Paper 
Horatio Ripley, Efq; P- S. G. W. 
Mr. John Ridge, Taylor, Plymouth 
J. B. Rich, Eiq; Cecil-ftreet, London, R. P. 
John Richardfon, jun. Efq; Piercy-ftreet, R. P. 
Mr. Benjamin Rinch, Painter, Plymouth 
Mr. Samuel Rickards, Miniature Painter, Poland-flreet 
Mr. Ja. Richards, Maiden Down, Devonfhire 
ISAu Richard Richardfon, Stock-broker, in the Strand 
Mr. John Rigge, Attorney at Law, Inner-TcmplCii 

R. W. M. 
Mr. John Roberts, of the Union Lodge, Briftol 
Mr. Marmaduke Roberts of ditto ^ 

Mr. John Rogers of ditto 

Mr. Edward Rooke, Organift of All-Saints, Briflo! 
Mr. John Rowand, linen-draper, ditto 
Mr. Richard Kowdon, Attorney at Law, Plymouth- 
Dock 
Mr. William Rowe, Surgeon, Launcefton 
Francis Rod, Efq; of Trebartha-hall, Cornwall 
Mr. Peter Rogers, School-roaftcr, Launcellon 
Mr. Thomas Robyns, Attorney at Law, Marazian, 

Cornwall 
Mx. RogcrRofe, of the Lodge of Perfect Friendfhip, Bath 

Lieut. 
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Lieut. Col. John Roberts, Taanton, R. P. 

Rev. Mr. James Roberts, of LintoB, Herefordftiire 

Mr. Willium Rogers, Brandy Merchant, Monmouth 

Mr. Thomas Rogers, Watchmaker, Bath 

Mr. James Roe, James-ftreet, Covent-garden 

Mr. Williun Ro£, P. M. oi the Lodge at the Feather's 

Tavern, Strand 
Mr. Geo. Rous, GoldAaith> Noble-flreet, Fofter-lane 
Mr. William Roberts, Hofier, Jermyn-ftreet 
Mr. John Roberts, Hofier, Newgate-ftreet 
Mr William Rofe, Buffalo Tavern, Bloomfbury 
Mr. James Rowe> Baker, Lower Thames Street 
Mr. Thomas Rodda, Cabinet-maker, Marazian 
Mr. Samuel Rodda, Merchant, at ditto 
Mr. George Rooke, Barnftaple 
Mr. Edward Roebuck, Swallow Street 
Mr. Paul Roubel, W. J. W. of the Lodge of Pcrfed 

Friendship, Bath 
Mr. William Roberts, Ifl eworth 
Mr. John Rogers, Craig* s-court, Charing-crofs 
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^^5"^*^ F we duly confider Man, we fhall 

^ find him a foetal being ; and in ef- 

^ ^ left, fuch is his nature, that he can- 

^)l^mit^ not well fubfift alone : For out of 
focicty he could neither preferve life, 
difplay or perfedl his faculties and talents, nor 
attain any real or folid happinefs. 

Had not the God of Nature intended him for 
fociety, he would never have formed him fubjefl: 
to fuch a variety of wants and infirmities. This 
would have been highly inconfiftent with divine 
wifdom, or the regularity of omnifcience : on 
the contrary, the very neceflities of human nature 
unite men togethet, and fix them in a ftate of 
mutual dependence on one another. For feledt 
the moft perfect and accomplilhed of the'htnrian 
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race, 
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race, a Hercules or a Sampson, a Bacon- or a 
BovLE, a Locke or a Newton, nay, we need 
not except Solomon himfclf, and fuppofe hini 
fixed alone, even in this happy country, where 
nature, from her bounteous (lores, fcems to have 
formed another Eden^ and we Ihould foon find 
hi'H deplorably wretched -, and by being deftitute 
of a focial intercourfe, deprived of every Ihadow 
of happinefs. 

Therefore, for the eftablifiiment of our felicity, 
providence in its general fyftem with regard to 
the government of tliis world, has ordained a 
reciprocal connexion between all the various 
parts of it, which cannot fubfift without a mu- 
tual dependence -, and from the human fpecies, 
down to the loweft parts of the creation, one 

chain unites all nature. This is excellently ob- 
ferved, and beautifully defcribed, by a late cc- 
kbrated poet, in the following lines. 

God in the nature of each being founds 
Its proper blifs^ and fets its proper bounds % 
But as he fornCd a whole, the whole to blefsy 
On mutual wants built mutual happinefs. 
So from the firft eternal order rany 

And creature link'd to creature j man to man. 

Pope, 

Under thcfe circumftances, men muft erf" ne- 
ceflity form affociationi for their comfort and 
defence, as well as for their very exiftence. 

Had 
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Had revelation been altogether filent in this 
point, yet we might by the mere light of nature 
have eafily difcovcrcd it to be our duty to be kindly 
^ffe£lioned one to another. No fyftem can be 
more agreeable to the common fenuments of 
mankind, nothing built upon furer terms of 
equity and reafon, than that I fliould treat my 
fellow-creature with the fame candour and bene- 
volence, with the fame afFeftion and fiacerity I 
fliould exped myfelf. It is true this was not 
delivered in exprefs words till the time of MofeSy 
nor fo fully explained and underftood as at the 
coming of the prophets. Yet we have great 
reafon to believe that it was the firft law reveal- 
ed to Adam^ immediately upon his fall, and was 
a genuine precept of uncorrupted human nature. 
That every one is naturally an enemy to his 
neighbour, was the malevolent aflertion of a late 
philofopher [Hobbs :] one who vainly thinking 
himfelf deeper verfed in the principles of man 
than any before him, and having miferably cor- 
nipted his own mind by many wild extrava- 
gancies, concluded, from fuch acquired cor- 
ruption, that all men were naturally the fame. 
How to reconcile a tenet of this kind with the 
juftice and goodnefs of a fupreme being, feems 
a tafk tOb difficult for .the moft knowing perfon 
to execute ; and what the author himfelf 'was 
contented barely to lay down, without the leafl: 
fhew of argument in its defence. That God 
fliould be a being of infinite juftice, creating us 
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in a necejfary ftate of dependance on, and at the 
fame time bring us into the world with inclina- 
tionsifcf enmirv and cruelrv towards each other, 
is a contradiction fo palpable, as no man can 
afiert confillently with a reverential notion of his 
maker. And vrere there no fufficient proofs 
againft it, even from or.r imperfeft ideas of the 
creator, the very laws of nature would confute 

it. 

By tlie law of nature, I would be underftood 
to mean, that will of God which is difcoverablc 
to us by the light of reafon without the afliftance 
of re\'elation. Now nothing is more evident 
than this grand maxim. That whatever prin- 
ciples and adions have an infcparable connexion, 
with the public happincfs, and are necefTary to 
the well-being of fociety^ are fundamental laws 
of nature, and bear the (lamp of divine autho- 
rity. 

This will more evidently appear from the fol- 
lowing confideration : When the Grand Ar- 
CHITECT OF THE Universe had, with thc 
greateft wifdom and mod exacl proportion, 
formed this globe, and repleniflied it with every 
thing neceffary for life and ornament, he lad of 
all created man^ after his own image, enduing 
him with rational and immortal powers, adequate 
to the prefent and future happinefs for which he 
was defigned. 

But though he found himfelf in paradife where 
every thing abounded for his fuftenance and de- 
light. 
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light, yet for want of a creature of the fame ra^ 
tional nature with himfelf, his felicity was in- 
compleat -, fo much did the innate ideas of Ib- 
ciety poffefs and influence the human mind fixrai 
its firft exiflence, that the higheft enjoyments 
without participation, were taftelefs and unaf- 
fefting * ; a ftrong proof that even in the ori- 
ginal ftate of human nature, felfilh and narrow 
principles had no Ihare ; and that to communi- 
cate bleflings was to increafc them. To gratify 
his wifhes, enlarge his mind, and eftablifti his 
(before imperfeft) happinefs, God created an 
help meet for him, " Woman^ his lafi beji gift ;'* 
thereby enabling him to exchange the folitary 
for the focial life •, an imperfeft for a perfeft 
blifs ! Now the human mind began to expand ; 
a new train of ideas and affeftions fucceeded ; 
its joys were increafed, and its wifhes accom- 
plifhed. Thefe difpofitions were continued with 
the fpecies, and man has ever fmce had recourfe 
to fociety as an eflential means to humanize lus 
heart and meliorate the enjoyments of life. 

But, alas ! he being created free in the ex- 
. crtion of the faculties, both of body and mind. 



* Oar grandfire Adamy e'er of Eve poflTcfLs 

Alone, and e'en in Paradice anblef^* 

With mournful loo'< the blifsful fcenc furvey'd 

And wander'd in the folitary ihade; 

The Maker faw, took pity, and beliow'd 

Woman, the laft, the bcft refervc of God I 

and 
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and thefe faculties being vitiated by fm in our 
firft parents, the taint became hereditary, and 
foon broke out in fymptoms which foreboded 
deftruftion to the peace and happinefs of the 
world. Cain furniflied an early and terrible in- 
ftance of the truth of this affcrtion, when of the 
lirft two brothers that ever were on earth, one 
fell a victim to the envious fury of the other, 
and demonftrated that a train of new paffions 
had taken poffeflion of the human heart. Envy^ 
hatred^ and revenge now made their appearance, 
and bloodjhed and difcord followed. Ties of con- 
'fanguinity firft cemented mankind ; but after the 
fohs of Noah had rendered the earth more po- 
pulous, and the confufion of languages had 
Separated one family from another, vice and 
impiety boldly reared their heads. Therefore 
to remedy thefe dreadful evils, and avert their 
confequences, the uniting various men and dif- 
ferent orders, in the bands of friendlhip, feemed 
the beft and fureft method ; and was indeed the 
greateft and moft effeftual defence againft the 
univerfal depravity of corrupted human nature : 
It was here alone protedlion could be had, from 
the attacks of violence, or the infinuations of 
fraud, from the force of brutal ftrength or the 
fnares of guilty dcfign. 

Further to promote thefe ends, and fecure 
fuch bleflings, laws were now neceflarily intro- 
duced for the fafety and advantage of every in- 
dividual J and of their good effeft we in this 

nation 
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nation ought to be better judges than the whole 
world befides, for ours^ we may extol, as St. 
Paul expreffes himfelf, " in confidence of boaft- 
ing. 

If we confine ourfelves to particular parts of 
fociety, and treat on bodies of men, who, though 
members of, and fubordinateto the general fyftem, 
unite themfelves into diftindt communities, for 
their own immediate advantage, and relatively 
for the public benefit, we ftiall find fome 
entering into fuch affociations upon difierent 
views, and to anfwer various purpofes. We, 
of this nation in particular fear no enemy at 
our gates, no violence from our neighbours, 
and I hope no treachery from our friends ; 
but aflemble with men of fimilar opinions and 
manners, not out of neceflity for the prefervation 
of our lives, but to render them more beneficial 
to others and pleafing to ourfelves ; by enabling 
us to perform thofe duties, and aflTord that 
afliftance to each other in a united capacity, 
which as individuals we were unable to do. . 

To this kind of affociations, I fliall confine 
myfelf in the following work ; and (hall treat on 
the ancient inftitution of free and accepted Mafins 
in particular ; an eftablilhment founded on the 
benevolent intentions, of extending and confirm- 
ing mutual happinefs, upon the beft and trueft 

principles of moral and focial virtue. 

For 
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For among many inftanccs of the above truth, 
apparent to every intelligent perfon, let us 
refleft, that in all focieties and governments there 
arc fome indigent and mifcrable, whom we are 
taught to regard as objefts of our companion and 
our bounty -, it is our indifpenfeblc duty, to aid 
fuch with our council, commiferatc their afflic- 
tions, and relieve them in their diftrefs. 

•yVi" what the happy to tV unhappy owe^ 
For what man gives ^ the gods on. him bejlow. 

Pope. 

This principle is the bond of peace^ and the 
cement of mafonic affe£lion. Free Mafons efteem 
it as a virtue of the moft difFufive nature, not to 
be confined to particular perfons, but extended to 
the whole human race, to adminifter afliftance to 
whom, is their higheft pride and their utmoft 
wifh, eftabliftiing friendftiips and forming con- 
nexions, not by receiving, but conferring bene- 
fits. As foon might the builder alone work 
through each tedious courfe of an edifice with- 
out the afliftance of his fellow-crafts-men, as 
poor helplefs unajjifted man, toil through each 
chequered ftage of human life. 

The Almighty has therefore furnifhed men 
with different capacities, and blefled them with 
various powers, that they may be mutually 
beneficial and ferviceable to each other; and 

indeed 
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iftdeect wherever we turn our eyes and thoughts, 
we fliall find fcope fufficient to employ thofe ca- 
pacities, and exercife thofe powers, agreeable 
to the celebrated maxim of the great Socraiic 
difciple, that we are n(d born for Mr/elves alone. 

That we may not be too much elevated with 
the contemplation of our own abundance, wc 
ihould €onfid€r^ no man comes into this world 
without imperJeUions \ that we nuy not decline 
being fqrviceable to our fellow-creatures, we 
ihould refl€£l^ that all have their portion for im- 
provement \ that we may not be remifs or rc- 
ludant in good offices, we ihould remind our- 
felves, however affluent our fortune, we are not. 
entirely independent of others^ and where much 
IS given, much will be required : we are com- 
manded to be fruitful in good works; and 
throughout the whole creation we ihall find no 
precedent for inutility or indolence, for he that 
contributes neither fhidy, labour, or fortune to 
the public, is a deferter of the community. All 
human afiTofUons, if diredbed by the governing 
principle of reafon, tend to proaiote fome uiefid 
purpofe. Compaffion^ if properly exerted; i9 
the moft beneficient of all human virtues, extend- 
ing itfelf to a greater number of objcdls, ex^ 
citing more lafting degrees of happinefs, than 
any other. Some afie<^ons are indeed vCiot^ 
fierce and violent, but their a6tion, like a fuddca 
cxplofion of combuftibles, is no fooner begun 
than its force is fpent. 

C The 
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The rational, the manly pleafurc, which ite-* 
ceflarily accompanies compajfwn^ can only be 
known to thofe who have experienced its efFefts ; 
for who ever relieved the indigent, and did not 
at the fame time receive the higheft gratifica- 
- tion ? to fee a fellow- creature labouring in agony 
and pain, or ftruggling under the oppreflive 
burthen of helplefsnefs and w;;nt, prefently raifes 
pity in the human breaft, induces us to fympa- * 
thizc with the objeft in his diilrcfs, and inrpiresT" 
us with the tender difpofitions of charity and 
alTiftance. 

If our plcafure was to be eftimated in propor- 
tion to its extent and duration, that of doing 
good muft rival and outfhine all others the fnind 
is fufceptible of, being both from its nature, 
and the variety of objefts on which it a6bs, great- 
ly fuperior to the fleeting and unfatisfaftory 
enjoyment arifing from the fatisfying our fenfual 
appetites. Hence compajjion^ both on account of 
its duration, from its pleafing efFefts, and its 
unbounded utility to the world, oU^ht to be 
highly valued and duly cultivated by all who 
c^nfult their own felicity, or the profperity and 
intereft of that country or people to which they 
belong. 

It would be abfund to dwell longer on this 
head, as I am addrefling a body who in every 
age, from the eariieft times to this prefent day,- 
have been juftly celebrated for their difinterefted 
liberality, and whofe proceedings have been 

coo- 
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conftantiy direftcd by the defircs of doing good, 
to, and promoting the happincfs of every indivi- 
dual. 
From the foregoing confidcrations, the nccei- 
fity of conftituting particular focieties, is ftrikin^ 
ly obvious t for next to the Veneration of the 
fupreme Being, the love of mankind feems to 
. be the moft promifmg foUrce of real fatisfaftion : 
>lt is a hever-failing one to him, who, poffcft of 
this principle, enjoys alfo the means of indulging 
it 5 and who makes the fuperiority of his fortune, 
hi^ knowledge or his power, fubfervient to the 
wants of his fellow-creatures* It is trui, there 
are few whofe abilities or fortune are fo adapted 
tb the neceflities and infirmities of human na>* 
tui*e, as to render them capable of performing 
works of univerfal beneficence j but a fpirit of uni^ 
verfal benevolence may be excrcifed by all ; and 
the bounteous Father of nature has not propor- 
tioned the pleafure to the greatnefs of the effeff^ 
but to the greatnefs of the caufe. Here let Jiot 
my meaning be miftaken •, I would not be un- 
derftood to infinuate that we are ib obliged to be 
bountifiil that nothing will excufe us j for it is an 
univerfal maxim among mafons^ that, " J^fiice 
muji precede charity ;** and except where the exi- 
gencies of the diftrefled call for immediate relief, 
we (hould always recoiled our natural conheSiions 
and debts to the worlds whenever our difpofitions 
may prompt us to beftow any Jingular bounty. 
And give me leave to obferve, it is not the idle^ 

C a* b- 
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indolent or extravagant, but tliw LiduJb k as, tho* 
^(trcffcd brother, who has a juft title to our ex- 
traordinary beneficence ; a circumftance that 
ought always to dired the exertion of the 

jjDovt Tirtue. 

Having thus in fomc meafure, deduced the 

nature and neceflity of fociety^ and in part (hewn 
the duties incumbent upon us as members of it^ 
May we as upright men and mafons faithfully 
difchargc the duties of our varioijSk ftatioos^ And 
^bovf all, be ever ready to do to others as wc 
could in thcir*circumftances rcAfonably ivifh iq 
be done unto. 
They who move in a higher fphere, haye in* 

deed a larger province wherein to do good j but 
thofe of an inferior degree will be as eminently 
diftmguifhcd in the manfipns of blifs, (if they 
move regularly^ if they are ufeful members of fo- 
ciety) as the \a^c^. He who performs his part 
bcft, not he who ^perfonates an exalted charafter, 
•will meet with applaufe. For the moon^ though 
h borrows its light from the futiy alfo fets forth 
jthe glory of God ; and the flowers of the Hel^e- 
clare a providence equally with the ftars pr the 

firmament. 

To conclude then, let me exhort all my 

"worthy brethren to be diligent in the ciiltiva- 
tion of every ntoral and focial virtue, for fo long 
only do we a6t confiftently with the principles of 
our venerable inftitution. Then what has beeii 
iaid, though on an occafion far more important tb 
mankind, may not improperly be apprc^rlatdd 

as the badge of our refpeftable order, " By this 

* (hall 
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(hall all men know that you belong to the 
brethren if your hearts glow with afFcftion, (not 
to mafons alone but) to the whole race of man- 
kind.** And well indeed may ours be called 
a happy inftitution ! whofe fupreme wifli is 
founded on the trueft fource of felicity, and 
whofe warmeft endeavours are ever exerted in 
cementing the ties of human nature by afts oi 
benevolence, charity and focial affedtion : and 
who, amidft the corruption and immorality of 
the latter ages, have maintained in their aflemblies 
the genuine principles and unfuUied reputation 
acquired and eftabliflied in the firft. 

Whilft qualities like thefe diredt your pro- 
ceedings and influence your aftions. Free Mafomy 
muft ever b6 revered and cultivated, by the 
juft, the good, and the exalted mind, as the 
fureft means of eftablifhing peace^ barmm/^ and 
good will amongli men. 
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DISQUISITION, 
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KXXXXSHE antiquity and utility of Frei- 
XX'^XA Ma^o*"*^^' I'cing gcoerally ac- 
XX ^ XX knowledged in moft parts of the 
i;-^5vvw Iwbitable globe, it would .be as 
abfurd to conceive it required 
new aids for its fupport, as for him who has 
the ufe of fight to demand a proof of the fifing 
and fitting of the fun. Neverthelefs, in com- 
pliance with the requefts of many worthy bre- 
thren, I IhaW lay before my readers fomo 
ftriftures 
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ftridutts Oft tlie orighty nature and defign of that 
iM tTiTVTioK ; and with prudent rcferve €004* 
fute and avert the many (hameful and idle falfe- 
hoods which are induftrioufly propagated by its 
enemies, the better to inform the candid and 
well meanings who might not readily know how 
to inveftigate the truth, or want leifure and 
opportunity for that purpofe. 

With this view I have made it my bufinefs to 
coUedt a great number of paflages from writers 
eminent for their learning and probity, where 
I thought diey might ferve to illuftrate my » 
fiibjeft. The propriety of fuch proceeding is 
too obvious to need any apology. 

If our firft parent and his ofFsping had con- 
tinued in the terreftrial paradife, they would have 
had no occafion for mechanic arts, or any of 
the fciences now in ufe -, Adam being created 
with all thofe perfeftions and bleflings, which 
could either add to his dignity, or be conducive 
to his real welfare : In that happy period he 
bad no prc^nfity to evil, no perverfeneis in his 
heart, no darknefs or obfcunty in his underftaiKl^ 
ing ; for had he laboured under thefe maladies 
he would not have been zferfeS vum^ nor would 
there be any difference betwixt man in a ftate of 
innocence, and m a ftate of degeneracy and 
corruption. It was therefore in confcquence ot. 
his wilful tranfgreflion that any evils came upon 
}iim. And having loft his innocence, he in thatr 
dreadful moment forfeited likewife his fuper- 

natural 
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natural lights and infufed knowledge, whereby 
every fcience (as far as human nature is ca- 
pable of) was rendered famitiar to him without 
the tedious labour of ratiocination, requifite 
to men^even ofthe greateft abilities, whofe ideas 
after all, remain weak and imperfeft. 

. Prom this remarkable and fatal ara^ we date 
the necejfity and orign of the fciences. Firft ar<^ 
divinity^ whereby was pointed out to fallen man 
the ways and will of God, the omnipotence and 
and mercy of an offended creator : Then Ajw*, 
as directing us to diftribute juftice to our 
neighbour, and relieve thofe who are opprefled 
or fuffcr wrong. JThe royd art was beyond all 
all doubt coeval with the above fciences , and was 
carefully handed down by Metbufelabj who dyed 
but a few days before the General Deluge^ and 
who had lived 245 years with Adam, by whom 



* No fooner had Adam tranfgrefled the divine com- 
nuin^f than we find him cited to appear before the 
jttmigbtj Judge. V^hen, fe!f accafed, after hearing his 
defence, fentence was pronounced upon him } a method 
of proceeding in that fcience, which has been adopte#iii 
criminal cafes, by the more enlightened nations from that 
period and example down to the prefent day. 

* he 
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he was inftruded in all the niyfterics of tfiis 
fublime Science^ which he faithfuUycommunicated 
to hisCjri^^^«NoAH,whotranfniittedittoP^m/y. 
And it has ever been prefcrvcd with a veneration 
and prudence fuitable to its great importance 
being always confined to the knowledge of thtf 
wortfjy only. This is confirmed by many inftan- 
ces, which mefi of reading fpeculation (elpe- 
"dally fonh as are oi this fociety) cannot fuffer" 
to efcape them. 

Atfirft mankind adhered to the lefibns of 
nature^ Ihe ufcd neceflity for the means, urged 
them to invention, and affifted them in the ope- 
ration. Our primitive fathers feciiig the natural 
face of the earth was not fufficient for the 
fuftenance of the animal creation, had recourfe to 
their faithfuU tutorefs^ who taught them hcv/ to 
give it an artificial face, by creating habirations 
and cultivating the Ground, and thefe ope- 
ratiofis among other valuable Effcfts, led them 
to fearch into and contemplate upon the nature 
. and properties; of Unes^ figures ^fuperfices und/olids ; 
and by degrees^ to form the fciences of geo-- 
ihetry and architeHun which »have been of the 
greatefl utility to the kuman fpecics. Hence we 
w.:re firfl taught the means whereby we might 
attain /)rc/?/V^, and by practice introduce fpecula-^ 
lion. ♦ 
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!Prom the flood to the days <^. king Solomon^ 
the liberal oris and fciences gradually fpread. 
themfelves over different parts of the globe; 
every nation having had fome Ihare in their pro^ 
pagation ; but according to their different man- 
ners, fome have cultivated t^i^m with more 
accuracy, perfeverance and fuccefs than others ; 
and though, the yir^^/j of the rcyal art^ have not 
been indifcriminatefy revealed, they have never- 
thekfs been communicated in every age to fuch. 
as were worthy to receive them. 

But I am not at liberty to undraw the curtain, 
and publicly difcant on this head : It is facredy 
and ever will remain fo -, thofe who are honoured 
with the truft, will not reveal it except to the 
truly qualified brother, and they who are igno- 
rant of it cannot betray it. 

I ihall however obferve, that this art was 
called royals not only becaufe it was originally 
praftifc4 by kings % and princes^ who were the 



% The celebrated Selden tellt us^ that civil fociety, 

t)eginning firft in particular families, under ceconomick 

* ' rule, reprefenting what is now a common- wealth, had in its 

. StAtt, thehufband» father, andmafter, aAiimg; (SiLDiM'a 

'Works^ tom« 3, col. 927.) And in Abraham's treat/t 

with the fons of H&th, for a tmrying place for Sara h^ 

they ftile him a mgbtj prince i as indeed he was. (G/«. 

xxiit. V. 6.) In a word, not only Adam^ but all the 

lacceeding patriarchs, as well before as after the fio9^, 

had by the law of udX^ti^^kingly power ovcf their rt^pe€> 

sire famillcf«. 

D 2 firft 
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fkft profcflbrs of it, but likewifc on account of 
the fopcriority which fo fublimc a fcicnce gave 
its difcipfcsr, over the reft of mankind. 

This fuprcme and divine knowledge being de- 
rived from the Almighty Creator to Adam^ 
its principles evei^ firice have been and ftill are, 
moft facredly preferved and inviolably concealed. 
For as all things in procefs of time are liable to 
decay and corruption, the ancient profeflbrs' 
wifely forefeeing the great abufes which their 
exalted myfteries might fuftain, if generally made 
known, detefmined to confine the knowledge 
of them only to feleSi brethren, men whom they 
had found by long experience to be weH verfec^ 
in the general principles of the fociety, and who 
were eminent for their piety, learning and 
abilities. 

Hence it is that a man may be fufficiently 
able to acquit himfelf in every tejf that is laid 
down by our prefent inJlituHon^ to prove his 
regular initiation therein, and alfi> to ih€w that 
he is not unacquainted with its .general principles^ 
and yet at the fame time he may be totally 
ignorant and undeferving of the more valqable 
parts of the ancient fociety. Thefe, like the aduta 
of the ancient temples, are hid from vulgar eye^* 
It is not every one who is barely initiiated into 
Fre^Mafonryj that is entrufted with all the ^eat 
myiberies thereto belonging: Th«y are net 
attainable as things of courle, ndr by eviery 
capacity, for as Mr. Locke very juftly obferves> 

(fpeaking 
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fpcaking of this JhcUty) " ThoQgh aU have « 
right and opportunity (// tbey be worthy dnd 
able to learn) to know aU the arts and nrffieria 
belonging to it^ yet that is not the cafe, as 
fome want capacity and others induftry to acquire 
them-" Ncvcrthelcfe, foch is the real fdicky, 
neceffarily refulting from a knowledge and. 
practice of the general principles of this frater- 
nityy as alone was ever found fufficient to intitle 
it to a preference of all other human ii^itu- 
dons. 

From the earliefi ages of antiquity^ the royal 
art was ever taught with the greateft eircMm- 
Jpe^om, not in fehoolsor academies to apro^ 
mifcuous audience, but was confined to ccrtam 
families -, the rulers of wluch inftruded their 
chikiten or dtfcipks, and by this means con^ 
veyed their myfierkus knowledge to pofterity. 

After the flood, the profeflbrs of this ait 
(according to atockMi traditions,) were iirft di{^ 
tinguilhed by the name of Noacbid^j (or foits of 
Noah) afterwards by that of f4^es or wife men^ 
(men inftrufied as Moises in all the wiidom of 
the Egfpkmsy) Chaldeans^ fhitofophersy maflers in 
Ifraelj &c. and were cpct venerated ^Jaered per- 
hti^ They confifted of perfoMs of the bfightcft 

« parts and genius^ ^o eatertad tiieir utmoft 
alM}ities in difcxmvti^ and mveftigating the 
vasmus myileiies of aatune, from whence to 
draw improvements and inventions of the moft 
ufeful confequences. Men, whofc talents were 

not 
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not only employed in fpeculatiori, or in private 
afts of beneficence ; but who were alfo public 
bleflings to the age and country in which they 
lived, poflcfled with moderate defires, who 
knew to conquer their pafTions; pradifcrs 
and teachers of the pureft morality, and 
ever exerting themfelves to promote the har- 
mony and felicity of f octet j. They were 
therefore confulted from all parts, and ve- 
nerated with that fincere homage which is 
never paid but to real merit, and the greateft 
and wifeft potentates on earth, efteemed it an 
addition to their imperial dignities, to be en- 
rolled among fuch bright ornaments of human 
nature. 

A principal excellence which rendered them 
famous among men, was taciturnity^ which in 
a peculiar manner they pradtifed and inculcated 
as neceflary for concealing from the unworthy j 
what few were qualified to learn, and (till fewer 
to teach. 

In the firft ages of the world, fcience was in a 
low ftate ; becaufe the uncultivated manners of 
oyjT forefathers rendered them in general mc2J^z^ 
ble of that knowledge which their pojlerity have 
fo amply enjoyed: the profeffors of the royal 
art^ therefore, found it abfolutely requifite, to 
exclude the more unworthy and barbarous part 
of mankind from their aifemblies, and to conceal 

their 
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their myftcries under fuch * bierogfypbicks^ fym^ 
bols^ allegory and figures^ as tbey alone could 
explain, (even at ibis day it is indifpenfible in us^ 
to prevent future bad confequences, by conceal- 
ing from vulgar eyes the means ufed by them 
to unfold fuch myfteries) wherefore the greateft 
caution was ever obferved at tbeir meetings, 
that no unqualified peribn might enter amongft 
them ; and every method was employed to tyk 
them fecurefy^ and conceal the real intent and 
defign of their convocations. 

In order to render their proceedings more 
edifying and extenfively ufeflil, charges were de- 
livered at certain times, as well for regulating 
the conduft of the fraternity, as preferving that 



* Hiifglypbics are properly emblems or figns of divioe, 
facred or Aipernatoral things, by which they are diftio- 
gaiflied from common fymbdst which are figni of feniible 
or natural things. Uermbs Trismbgistvs is commonly 
efieemed the inventor of Heroglyplncksi he firft introduced 
them into the heathen theology, from whence they have 
been tranfpltoted into the Jewilh and Chriilian. 

Sacred ihtngSy fays Hippocratbs* ihoold only be com- 
Qionicated to facred perfons. Hence it was, that the an- 
cient Egyptians commapicated to none but their kings and 
prieils, and thofe who were to focceed to the prieflhood and 
the crown, the fecrets of nature and the myfteries of their 
morality and iiiftory ; and this they did by a kind of Cab^U 
M» which, at the fame time that it inftruAed them, only 
^mufed the reft of the people. Hence the ufe of bierogly 
fhUks^ or myftick figures, to veil their morality, politics^ 
{sTf. from profane eyes, Spow. 

mark 
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mark of <iiftinAion, which their fiiperm merit 
juftty'Ciititle them to. 

. Several of thofc ancient orations are ftill extant, 
by wfaich it appears, that among others, one of 
their priliciplcs was to inculcate by precepu and 
ii^orce by example^ a ftrid obfervance of the 
moral law, as the chief means of fuppordng 
government ;»nd authority. And k is crident 
diat they thereby effefted their puKpc^, and fe- 
cured to thcmfelves the favour, reiped, and 
cfteem of the world in general i and, notwkh- 
ftandang the indolence and ignorance of £}me 
^ges, the various countries, languages, fedts, and 
parties, through which mafonry has pafled, al- 
ways ^fufcgcaeduo the ncccllity pf gral tradition, 
and under the numerous difadvantages with 
which the mafters of the royal art had to ftruggle 
In the courfe of ouny cmturies^ ftiU does it re-* 
tain, in a gr«at degree, its original perfe6tion : — 
a circimiftance diat not only bears honourable 
teftimony of intrinfick worth, but is highly to 

. the praife of thoie to whom this important trufi 
has been frcHn time to time committed. 

After this concife and general account of the 
ancient frofejfors of the royat artj and the fub^ 

. lime truths which they were poflefled of, and 
were l^ them tranfinitted down to pofte- 

. rky in the manner before deicribed, we will 
proceed to tjhe building of that ^ferious edi- 
ike, at which period thb fociety became a re- 

' giilar and uniform infiitution^ under the deno- 
mination 
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mination of Free and accepted Mafons^ whbfc 
cuftorris and proceedings I (hall dcfcribc, as hx 
as may be necejfary znAfrudent. i . 

Though the almighty and eternal J EHOVAH 
has no occafion for a temple, or hotife to dwell 
in, for the heaven of heavens is not capable of 
containing his immenfity, yet it was his divine 
will, that a tabernacle fhould be ereded for him 
in the wildcmefs by Moses, and afterwards a 
tinifle^ by Solomon, at Jerufalem^ as his fanc- 
ti>^ ; both of which were to be conftru£ted, not 
acconjing to human invention, but after a fat^ 
tern which the Lord himfelf had given. The 
whole model of the tabernacle was (hewn to Moses 
on mount Sinai ; {Efcod. xxv. ver. 9.) and the 
pattern of the temple was likewife given to David 
by the hand of the Lord, and by him delivered 
CO Solomon his fon (i Cbron. xxviii. ver. ii«) 

The tabernacle might be confidered as the 
palace of the moft Highj the dwelling of the God of 
Ifrael ; wherein the Ifraelites^ during their jour- 
neyings in the wildernels, performed the chief 
of their religious exercifes, offered their facrifkes^ 
and worlhipped; God*. It was thirty cubits in 
kngthv ten in breadth, and ten in height; it 
wns divided into two partitions, the frft was 
called the Hofy Place^ which was twenty cubits 
long and ten wide : here Were placed the table of 
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Jbiw-breadj the golden candlejiick^ and the goUin 
idtar of incenfe. The fecond was called the mofi 
holy flacty whofe length was ten cubits^ and 
breadth .cen cubits^ wherein, before the building 
cf the temple, the ark of the covenant wa^ kept^ 
which was a fymbol of God's gracious prefence 
with ^e Jewijb church. Hhe mo^ holy place waa 
divided from the bofy place by a curtain or veil 
of very rich cloth, which hung upon fo»r pillars 
of ShUtim woody that were covered with/Z^/#/ of 
gold. (Exod. xxvi. ver. 31. Heb^ Ui. ver. 23.) 
. The teff^le erefbed by Solomon (which was 
built afjDcr the model of the tabemack) at Jerufa^ 
km, had its foundation laid in the year of the 
world 2992, before Christ 1008,. before the 
▼idgar asra 1012 ; and it was finifhed A. L. 3000^ 
and dedicated 300 19 before Christ 999> before 
the vulgar asra 1003* The gloirj of this temple 
did not confiftin the magnitude of its dimenfions v 
for though it was twice as long and capacious 
every way as the tabernacle, yet^ alone^ it was. 
but a fmall pile of building. The main gran* 
deur and excellency were in its ornaments: 
the w6rkmanftiip being every iR^icrc exceeding 
curious, and the overlayings prodigious : in its 
materials, being built of new lai^e ftones, hewn 
out in the moft curious and ingenious manner ; 
in its out-hmldingSj which were laige, beaudful 
and fumptuous : — but, ftill more admirable m 
this majeftic edifice, were thofe cxtraordmary 
marks of divine favour with which it was ho- 
noured. 
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iiawed^ viz. ^be arte if tbe c&otnant^ m which 
were put the tables of thi law^ and the mercy feat ^ 
: which was upon it ( from whence the divine 
cracks were given out, with an audible voioe, 
as often as Gad was confulted in beh'aif of his 
pe(q>le; the Scbecbindb^ or the divine prefetui^ 
manifefted by a vifible cloud refting over the 
mercy feat ; the urim and fbumnum^ ■ by which 
the high-prieft confulted GOD in difficult tad 
momentous cafes, relaiting to the public intereft 
of thenad^i; the bofyfire^ which came down 
.fixmt heaven, upon the altar, at the ooofecra- 
tion : — tbefe indeed were excellencies and besa^ 
•ties derived from a divine Iburce, diftinguiiliing 
lud. exalting this i^cred ftruduite above aU 
.others, (i Kings xviii. ven gS.) Bavidj filled 
with the hopes of building diis temple^ declaied 
;jhis inteotiQns to Natham the prophet ; (2 Sam. 
viL ver. i, %^ %.) but this was not permxtfied 
him, beca\^ his reign had been attended with 
wars, bloodibed and daughter, and he iiillhad 
to contend with many powerful enemies ^ but, 
l;hQygh £Drbid to execute this divine and glorious 
work, he made confiderable pieparatioos for 
|iiat purpofe ; which having d(»|e, and drawing 
towttrdi his Utter end, he ailembled all the 
princes and chief perfons of his kiogdom, and 
ordeMd and encouraged Solomon puMidy, and 
4n their preience, to purfue fuch his imemion^ 
(i Cbron. xxviii. ver. 1— rio.) and delivered the 
fattem^ or fcbemey of all the hoxifcs, &c, 
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(ver. II, 12.) the courfes of the priefts'znd Uh 
vites^ (vcr. ii — 31) and likewife the pat fern of 
the cberubims^ (ver, 18.) earneftly exhorting 
hisfervantSy in regard to the tender 2^ of his 
fon, Solomon, who was yet but very young, 
to yield him their councils and aififtance, in 
ereding a palace, not deligned for nIaA,- biit 
for the L O R D G O D. D a vi d himletf gave to- 
wards the building of the temple, out of hi$ own 
treafures, befides a vaft variety of precious 
ftones, three tboufand talents of gold of Opbir^ 
2nd feven tboufand talents* of filver. {iCbm. 
XXDC ver. 25.) 

The princes of his lungdom followed, the glo- 
rious example of their king, and g^xvefrve tbottr 
/and talents and ten tboufand drachms of gold, 
ten tboufand talents of filver, eighteen' tboufand 
talents of brafs, and one hundred tboufand talents 
of iron, as alfo a great many of the moit pre- 
cious ftones. (iCib:0ir. xxix. 6, 7, 8. 

When David the king was dead *, and So- 
.LOMQN was eftablifhed pn his throne, he refolved 
to carry into execution his father's defigh^ and 
to ereft a temple to his great Creator. . 

For which purpofe he applied 50 Hiila}^ 
king of ^yre^ for affift^ce.; and having readily 
obtained a promiie of whi^t he defire^ apd pro* 
<ured from thence, and other parts, men ^ mar 
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•etials' fiifHcient for his intentions, he begta 
that great and majeftic fabrick ; and as method 
.xaiid order are known and confeiled to be efien^ 
tials requifite in condpi^in^ all . great . defigns 
^nd undertakings, he proceeded in thi^ following 
inanner. He nvunbered and clafled his men acr 
cording (o their fkiU and 4bilities, yi^. 

i; Hflrodim^ princes, nilers or provofts^ 
in number - - - - 30O 

;2. J^bnatzcbinij orerfpers and comfort* 
ers of the people in working, that 
were expert mafter-mafons - . 339P 

^.'.Ghiblimy ftonc-fquarers, poliftiers and 
jTculptors ; .and IJhchotzehy men- of 
hewing i Bmau fetters, layers or byild-r 
ers, being able and ingenious fellow- 

crafts - - - - 8o,Qoo 

4^ The levy out of Ifrael^ appointed 
to work in Lebanon one mpnth ji^ 
three, io,opo each month, under, 
the direftion of noble Adoniram^ who 
"Was the junior gf-and'warden - . 30,000 
Whole.number employed, exclufive of 
the . two griind wflrdens^ and of the 
•^ men of burthen, v^hd were the re- 
mains of the old Canaanites. who be- 
mg^ bondmen, are not numbered a- 
rtiong mafonsj was - - - 113,606 

Solomon likewife partitioned the fellmhcrafts 
^nto certain lodges^ appointing to each, one to 
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pccRdc dis a mafierj aflifted by two others «r 
guardiofiSj that they might receive commands in 
* a regular manner, take care of the took and 
jewels; and be duly paid, fed, cloathcd, &c. 

Thefe neceffary rfegulations being previoufljr 
fettled, topreferve that order and hdrmotrf which 
would be abfolutely rcquilite among fo great a 
number of men, in executing fo lai^ a work : 
He alfo took into confideration, the future a- 
greement and ptx>fperity of the crafty and deli- 
berated on the beft means to fecure them by a 
lading cemeht. 

Now, hrotberfy Uve and imnmtable fidelity, 
prefented themfelves to his mind, as the moft 
proper hqfis for an inftituHon^ whofe aim and end 
ihould be to eilabliih permanent unity .among 
its members, and to render them a fociety, who, 
w^iile they enjoyed the moft perfeft felicity, would 
be of confiderable utility to mankind. And 
being defirous to tranfmit it under the ancient 
reftridions as a blefling to future ages, Sou)mon 
decreed, that whenever they Ihould afiboible in 
their lodges to difcourfe upon, and improve 
themfelves m the arts andfciences ; and whatever 
clfe Ihould be deemed proper topics to encreaic 
their knowledge, they Ihould likewife ioftruffc 
each other in fecrecy and prudence^ morality and 
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go6d fellow-fliip ; and for theie purpoles he ^ 
iabUfi>ed certain peculiar rules and cuftonis to bq 
invariably obferved in their converfations, that 
their minds might be enriched by a perfed ac- 
quaintance with, and practice of, every mcr4U^fo^ 
rial and religious dutyj Ufi while they were £> 
highly honoured by being employed in raifing H 
temple to the great Jehovah, they fhoi^d acglcft 
to fecure to themfelves an happy admittance inn 
the celeJHal lodge, of which the temple was only 
XQht^type. ^ 

Thus did our wife grand ma fier contrive a plan 
h^ mecbafucd ^rv\ pra^Ual all$^msy to .iniihiidi: 
the cr aft/men In principles of the moft fukUmi^ 
fpeculativephikfoplrfj tending to the glogry of Goo, 
and to fecure to them temporal bleffings bere^ an4 
en^rnal life hereafter-^ as well as to unite thcjpor 
culative and operative mafons, thereby forpfiiqg ^ 
two-fold advantage from the principles of Geome* 
try and Jr^biteSurej on the one part, and the pre* 
cepts of wi£iom and ethicks on the other. The 
next circumftance which demanded, So^oMON'^at- 
tendon was, the readieftand moft effedhial method 
of paying the wages of fo vaft a body of men, ^ 
according to their rclpeftive dcgiecs, without 
error or confiifion, that nothing might be found 
among the mafons of Slr^iv, fave harmony and 
peace. :j; This was fettled in a manner well known 
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to all t-egularly made mafons, and therefore is uit-* 
neceflary, as alfo improper^ to be mentioned here. 

Thcffe arrangements being adjufted, the noble 
ftrufture was began J and conduced with fuch 
grandeur, order and concord, as afforded So- 
tOMON the moft exalted fatisf aftion, and filled 
him with the ftrongelV afllirance, that the royal 
art would be further encouraged in future ages, 
and amongfl: various nations, from the exellencies 
df this temple, and the fame and Acill of the 
Iliraelites, in the beauty and fymmetry ^f archi- 
tefture'therein difplayed. 

He was likewifc fenfible, that when this build- 
ing fiiould be compkatedj the, craftfmen would 
difperfe themfelves over the whole earth -, and 
being defirous to perpetuate in the moft effec* 
tiial manner, the harmony zxA good-fellowjhip al- 
ready eftablifhed among them, and to feaire 
to themfelves^ ihtw future pupils, and their fuc-- 
ceforsy the honour and refpeft due to men whofe 
ifebilities were fo great, and would be fo jiiftly 
renowned: In copjunftion with Hiram king 

X This lioble draftare wa^ ereded in xnouiit hiori^iB^^ 
in the mondi 'Zify which abfwers td our Aprils bcinjg; tfre 
ieoond month of the facred year (A. L. 29921) -and 
was carried on with fach prodigious expedition, that it. 
was compleatly finiflied in little more than fevtnyearst 
in the month BiJ, which anfwers .^o our OSeber. A. L* . 
2999, and was dedicated the year following. 

of 
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Oi ^yre and Hiram Abiff^ the deputy grand n^af- 
ter, concerted a proper plan to accomplifli his in- 
tentions ; in which it was determined, that, in 
conformity to the praftice of the original profef- 
fors of the re?ytf / tf r/, general diftingiiifhing cba- 
raSertfticks fhould be eftablifhed for a proof of 
their having been fellow labourers in this glori- 
ous work, to defcend to their fuccefTors in all 
^future ages, who fhould be in a peculiar man- 
ner qualified to cultivate the fublime principles 
of this noble eftablifhment -, and fuch were a- 
dopted and received accordingly. With refpeft to 
the Method which would be hereafter neceffary 
for propagating the principles of the fociety, Sp- 
houo^ purfued xhz uniform and ancient cuftom, 
in regard to degrees oi probation and injunSions 
to fecrecy -, which he h^mftl^ had been obliged 
to comply with before h^ gayied a perfcdion in 
the royal art, or even arrived at the fummit of 
jthe fciences -, therefore, tho' there were no appren- 
tices employed in the building of the temple ; 
yet as the craft/men were all intended to be 
promoted to the degree ofmaftersj after its dedica- 
^on ; and as tbefe would fecure a fucceflion, by 
receiving apprentices who might themfelves in 
due time alfo bpcome mafter mafonsy it was 
determined, that the ^adations in the fcience 
ftiould confift of three diftin£t degrees^^ to each 
of which (hould be adapted ^ particular dif^ 
jfinguifhing tell, which tejl^ together with 
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the explication^ was * accordingly fettled and 

communicated to the fraternity^ previous to 
their difperfion, under a neceflary and folemn 

injunftion to fecrecy : and they have been moft 

cautioufly preferved, and tranfmitted down to 

I pofterity by faithful brethren, ever fince their 

ctfiigration. Thus the center of union among 

free-mafonSj yras firmly fixed; their cabala re-r 

gulatcd and eftablifhed; and their principles 

direfted to the excellent purpofes of their origin 

nal intention. 
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v;^^^^X ^ ^ harmony and connexion 
V<S X '^'"'•^ ^^ ^'^^ fociety of free-msfins^ 
><yjKvSx ^^ ^^^ excellent precepts and 
^;X>O08( principles thereof, have produced 
the utmoft good confequence, not only to 
the particular members of it, but frequently 
to the nations where it has been cultivated and 
praftifed. 

For united by the endearing name of br^ibtr^ 
they live in an afFeftion and friendfhip, rare- 
ly to be met with even among thofe whom 
the ties of confanguinity ov^ht to bind in the 
flrmeft manner. That intimate union which 
d!oc^ fo much honour to hiunanity in general, in 
the particular intercourfe, which prevails among 
free-mafons^ dififtifes pleafure that no other in^^ 
ftitution can boaft. For the name which they 
ifnutually uf<^ one towards another, is not a 
vain compliment, or an idle parade •, no, they eo» 
jpy in common, all the felicities of a true bro* 
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-♦iherhood. Here, nierit and ability feaire to 
thCiF pofTeflbrs, an honourable regard, and a 
refpedtful diftinftion, which every one receives 
with an unafFefted complacency and a perife6b 
humility; conftantly exerting himfelf for the 
general good, without vanity, and without fear. 
For they who are not adorned with the fame 
advantages, are rteither mortified nor jea- 
lous. No one contends for fuperiority ; here 
emulation is only with a view to pleafe; the 
man of (hining abilities, and thofe unblefled with 
fuch ornaments, are here equally admitted -, all 
may here perform their parts •, and what nuy 
feem furprizing amongft fuch a variety of cha- 
rafters, haughtinefs or iervility, never appear. 
The greateft admit of a focial familiarity ; the 
inferior is elevated and inftrufted, conftantly 
maintaining by thefe means a beneficent equality. 
. -With refpeft to the converfation which 
they hold during their aflemblies, it is condudt- 
ed with the moft pcrfeft decency : here it is an 
univerfal maxim, never to {peak of the abfent 
but with refpeft ; ill-natured fatire is excluded ; 
all raillery is forbidden ; they will not even fuf- 
fer the leaft irony, or the poignant ftrokes of 
wit, becaufe they generally have a malignant 
tendency; they tolerate nothing which carries 
with it even the appearance of vice. 

Their pleafurcs are never imbittered by un- 
grateful reflexions, but produce a fcrene and 
lafting compofurc of mind. They flow not like 

a 
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a torrent which defcends with noife andl inlpc- 
tuofity, but like a peaceful ftream within its 
own channel, ftrong without violence, and gen- 
tle without dulnel's. 

This exadt regularity, very far from occafion- 
ing a melanchoUy ferioufnefs, diffufes, on the 
contrary, over the heart, and over the under- 
ftanding, the moft pure delights; the bright 
eiFeds of enjoyment and hilarity (hine forth in 
the countenance ; and altho* the appearances arc 
fometimes a little more fprightly than ordinary, 
decency never runs any rifque ; *ti8 fvifdotn in 
good'kumour. For if a brother fhouki happen 
to forget himfelf, or in his difcourfe fhould 
have the weakncfs to ufe fuch expreflions as 
are diftinguifhed under the name of liherties^ a 
formidable Jign would immediately call him to 
his duty; a brother may miftake as a marty 
but he hath opportunity and courage to recover 
himfelf, becaufe he is a free-mafon. Altho* or- 
der and decorum are always fcrupuloufly ob- 
ferved in the lodges of free-mafons ; tkefe ex- 
clude not in any wife gaiety and chearful en- 
joym^t : The converfation is animated, and 
the kind and brotherly cordiality that prefides 
there, affords the moft pleafing fenfation. 

Thefe particulars may juftly recall to ourmindsi 
the happy time of the divine Jftrea! when there 
was neither fuperiority nor fubordination, be- 
caufe men were as yet untainted by vice, and 
uncorrupt. 

Having 
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Havii^ now given a general fkctch of the 
nature of this infiittUioMj from whence a candid 
reader may form no inconiickrable idea of that 
compofed wifdom, and laudabk harmony which 
governs in the feUawfhip of free-majons^ we 
Ihall proceed in taking fome notice of the feveral 
accufations frequently brought againft.it. 

And jirfl -, As none can venerate and efteem 
ihtfair-fen^ more xhzn free-mafons do, we can.- 
DOt but reckon it a misfortune that the ladies 
ihouki be offended at their non-admiflion into 
this order v fffid the more fo, as they no fooner 
karn widi what moderation the mafons con> 
port themfelves in their aflemblies, but without 
knowing the reafon why they are not admitted, 
they cenfure us with all the feverity their delicate 
minds are capable of. This we muft beg leave 
to (ay, is intirely owing to rmfiakcn prejudicey 
for a little reflection would convince them, that 
their not being received in this inftitution, is 
not in the leaft Ibgular. They ftand in the 
lame predicament with refpeft to the priefthoody 
and many other particular focieties 5 the folemn 
aflemblies of the ancients, the fenates of Paganv 
and the conclaves of papal Rome, all national 
fenates and ecclejiaftical fynods, univerfities and 
fentinaries of learning, &c. &c. with which 
they might with equal propriety be offended. 

Next to the difpkafure of the ladies, we will 
confider a charge with regard to governments^ 
which in other countries, lefs happy in* their con- 
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fiitiition than our 9wn^ h$$ at different timet 
been unjuftly profecuted tgainft this fraternity. 

It has been imagined, that there i^ every thing ' 
to be feared for the tranquillity of the ftate^ 
from a numerous affociation of men of merit 
and charadter, intimately united under the feal 
of fscrecy. I ^ee that this fuipicion has in it 
fomething very fpecious ; for if the paflion of a 
fingle man, hath caufed (as we have feen mom 
than once) ftrange revolutions in a ftate ; what 
might not be produced by a body fo numerous 
and united, as that of free and accepted mafons ; 
were they liable to thefe intrigues and cabals, 
which pride and ambition inftill but too often 
into the human heart. 

But there is nothing to be apprehended from 
free-mafons in thefe relpefts ; they are aftuated 
by the love of order and peace, and are as 
much attached to civil fociety, as united among 
^emfelves ; 'tis in this fchool, th^t a man may 
learn moft effeftually, what refpeft, what fub- 
miffion, what veneration he ought to have, for 
his God, his countiy and his king ; *tis among 
tbetn^ that fubordination is fully pra6tifed and 
deemed a virtue, not a yoke. 

Equally without reafon, have they alfo been 
accufed of holding aflcftiblies for no other pur- 
pofe, than that of fpeaking with the greater 
jfreedom on religicuSj as well as political mat** 
tcrs. Thefe topics are never fuffered to be 
agitated % for it is a fundianiemal maxim of this 
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tnftitudon, to prohibit all fuch difpiites. The ' 
God of heaven, and the nilers of the earth, arc 
by them inviolably refpefted. And with regard 
to the facred perfon of tnajefty^ every congregated 
lodge, folemnizes the name widi all poflibfi^ 
grandeur and refpeft. » ^ 

Thus thefe accufations fall to the groundl^^ 

It is alfo alledged by the objeftors to free-tna- 
fonry^ that upon the initiation g('2l member in- 
to thi^ myftery, |ie lays himfelf under a fo- 
icmn obligation by an oath, with very fevere 
penalties. This by them is pronounced an unwar- 
rantable proceeding. Certainly thefe perfonj 
are as ignorant as they are ungenerous, and for 
want of better judgments form erroneous no- 
tions, and from falfe premifes draw falfe con.- 
clufions. To obviate this objedtion, we will 
trace the antiquity of fwearing, and obferve the 
different cuftoms adopted by the ancients on 
this head ; afterwards examining the nature of 
an oath, fuppofing (for the fake of argument, 
but not granting) that one is required as fet 
forth by the adverfaries of mafonry ; we will 
confider how far, it is, or is not, warrantable in 
the prefent cafe. 

We are informed by facred hiftory, what 
was the cuftom of fwearing among the Hebrews^ 
who fometimes fwore by ftretching forth their 
hands (as in. Gen. xiv. v. 27.) fometimes the 
party fwearing 'put his hand under the other's thigh. 
(Gen. xxiv, v. 21. xlvii. v. 29. which was the 
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' manner of adminiftration tifed by Abrarai^ 

1 and Jacob. Sometimes ^fianding before the dtat^ 

as we read in Kings ; which was alio the cuf- 

:tom of the Jtbenia?ts{t)j ^t Cairtbaginians{2\ 

\j^»d the Romans{i). 

t • The Jews chiefly fwore by Jerufalemy by the 

^mple^ by the geld of the tempk^ by the aitar^ 
and /jBf* gift on fhe altar. 

The Greeks eftcemed it an honour paid tbeh^ 
Deities, to ufe their names in folenm con- 
trad$, promifes and aileverations ; and call 
them to witnels mens truth and honefty, or to 
punilh their f alfehood and treachery. This was 
reputed a fort of reli^ous adoration, being an 
acknowledgment of the omnipotence and omnipre^ 
fence J and by confequence of the divinity of the 
Being thus invoked : and the injpirfd writers^ 
for the fame reafon, forbid to fwear by the Pa^ 
gan Deities, and commanded to fwear by the 
true GoDa Thus in Deuteromony (chap. vi. y* 
15) thou fhalt fear the Lord thy Gody and fervi 
binty and fhalt fwear hy bis name. And ia J^ 
remiah (d>ap. t« v. 7.) HowftuiH IparJkn tbn 
for this ? thy ehiidreM haviforfaken me^ and/mn 
iy tbem that are no Gods i and tx> forbear other 
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inflances, the worihippcrs of the true God, aw 
by David, reprefented to fwcar by ^}lim, u €, 
by invoking his name. 

The antiquity of fwearing, as well as the tnanmr 
of adminiftring an oath, having now been fiijSl- 
cicntly fhewn ; we will in the next place, as 
far as may be neceflary, take notice of the fun- 
damental principles of this eftablilhment, as the 
propereft method to form a right judgment of 
it ; and then in anfwer to the prefent objeftion, 
we will examine how far an oatb would, or 
would not be juftifiable, on the initiation of a 
mafon, and fuppojing it to be required even 
under fuch psenal fan£tions as have been pre- 
tended. 

If we examine the laws and regulations of 
free-mafonry^ it will appear that the end and ptr^ 
port of it is truly laudable, bemg c^culated to 
regulal5e our pafTions, to aflift us in acquiring 
knowledge of the arts and fciences, and to pro- 
mote morality and beneficence, as well as to 
render converfation agreeable, innocent, andin- 
ftruftive -, and fo to influence our pra6tice, as 
to make us ufeful to others, and happy in our- 
felves. With regard to the relation wc have 
(as members) to fociety in general, it will ap- 
pear equally evident from the faid regulations^ 
that a free-mafon is to be a peaceable fubjeft, 
conforming cheerfully to the government under 
which he lives, is tp pay a due deference to 

his 
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his fuperiors*, and from his inferiors is tote- 
£eive honour rather with reluftance than to ex* 
tort it. He muft be a man of imivcrfal benevo- 
lence and charity, not tenacious of hb abun« 
dance, when the exigences of his fellow crea- 
tiures lay the jufteft claim to his bounty. 

Mafons not only challenge, but have ever 
fupported that charafter amongft the boneft and 
candid part of mankind, whofe equity and reap 
fon would never fuffer them to entertain ill- 
grotmded prejudices. 

The great Mr. Locke appears to have been 
fp delighted with fome of our principles, that 
he tells Lady Masham (to whom he was writ- 
ing on this fubjeft) " that it was his wifh, they 
were communicated to all mankind, fince 
there is nothing more true than what the ma- 
fQn$ teach*, that the better men are, the more 
they love one another: virtue having in itfclf 
fomething fo amiable as to charm the heart of 
all who behold it*." 

And another '^^ fpeaking oi free-mafons^ fays, 
^ no abufe is tolerated among them, no intempe- 
f:ance ^owed ^ modefty, union and humilityt 



* The manafcript from which this and a fabfeqaent 
qnotgdioii are made, it printed in the appendix to thif 

itifi|uifition. 

% Vid. Rel. Caft. volt 6. fbh 
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are :ibt>ngl}r recointnendecL'' Again, ^diis 
jbcidy IB fK> ways oficniivt to religiDn, good 
jMOoefs or pcflitical government; it lias aod doef 
iHU flourifii in Great Britain and its doQiinionl 
under the protedion of the greatefl: perfonages, 
even prmces of dae royal blood,** 

Mr. Chambers in his Cycbpiedia^ alio tefti- 
fies, " that ^-^^ and accepted mafins,^ are a very 
ancient fociety, or body of men, fo called either 
iiiom fome extraordinary knowledge of mafonry 
or building, which they were fuppofcd to be 
jnafters of, or becaufe the firft founders pf this 
fociety were of that profeflion." 

*' They are very confiderable, both for num» 
bcF^d charafter ; being &und in ever country 
in £ur(^p and confifting principally of per- 
fons of merit and conlideration. As to anti* 
ijuity, they by .cl^im to a Handing of fome 
-^jifand years, and 'tis faid, can trace up their 
original as early as the building of SekmonU 
templet 

*^ What the ead of their inftiftition is, feems 
Rill to be a fecret^ tho' as much of it as i^ 
kiiowiv appears laudable, as it tends tP promote 
friendfliip, fociety, mutual afllftance and good 
feflowlhip.** 

" The brethren of this family, axe faid.to be 
pbiTdled of a humber of fecreu^ which have 
been religioufly obferved from age to age. , B« 
tiicirQthergo(^iqiMJioc»wh^eypr they will, it 

IS 
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is plain thfy are mafters of out^ in a Tcry giett 
degree, namely Secrecy/* 

Now let lis alk, if a number of perfons have 
formed thenifelves into a body with a defign 
to impiove in ufeful knowledge, to promote 
iihiveiial benevolence, and to cultivate the bt 
cial virtues of human life, and have bound tfaenir 
felves by the folcmn obligation of an oath, to 
conform to the rules of fuch inftitiition, vdiere 
can be the impiety, immorality or JfoUy of fuch 
proceeding ? 1$ it nof the cuftocn of moft comr 
mumtiesi in the ftate, amongft the learned 
bodies, in commerce, &c. a cafe too conxmoQi- 
jly known to req\Hrc a recital of particular in- 
ftances. I fliall therefore content myfelf widi 
adding this obfcrvation, viz. That bifhop SjiijfUf 
pjSRSOKt an eminent cafuift, in his )ei^e$'ipn 
^ fubjedt of oaths, very judicioufly id&i% 
that when a thing is not by any precept jor jft> 
tefdift human or divine, fo deteqnined^ buf 
every man may at his choice dq^ or not dc^ 
as he fees expedient, let him do what he wiH^ 
he finneth not* (i Cbron. chap, viL v. 36.) Am 
if Catus (hould fwear to fell his land to TiTnrs, 
or to lend htm an hundred crowns, the an% 
fiver is brief, an oath in this ^a&, is both law<^ 
ful and binding. {Pr^ka. 3 . SeS. f 5-) • 

And as the principles of this inftitution are 
tndy praife-worthy, containmg thoie valuable 
lequifites which will ever iecure the efteeoi 

anj 
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and admiratkm of ^good men^ (a^ well as mod 
afluredly the envy of the kad^) we will put this 
plain queftipn ; is not the defign of it of equal 
importance to tl|ie publick, with the lending of an 
hundred crowns to a private man ? the anfwer 
and the confequences are both evident: that 
an oath on the fubjed oi free-mafonry^ if required^ 
is both lawful and obligatory. 

As fcM* the terror of a penalty ^ it is a mif- 
taken notion to imagine that the folemnity of an 
oath, adds any thing to the obligation : or that 
the oath is not equally binding without any 
penalty at all. 

I (hall add a few more quotations from the 
lame excellent cafuijtj and leave the explanatipn 
and application to the intelligent. 

A folemn oath of itfelf, and in its own nature, 
is not more obligatory than zfimpU one; be- 
cauie the obligation of an oatb^ ariieth preciie- 
ly from this^ that God is invoked as a witneis 
and avenger, no kfs in the Jimple one, than 
in the folemn and corporal ; for the invocation is 
made precifely by ihp pronounciation of the words 
(which is the fame both in the fimple and fo- 
lemn) and not by any corporal motion or con^ 
iomitant fign in which the folemmty of die oatb 
tonftfts. Fneleft. 5* Se&. 12. 

And it is a matter well worthy the confi- 
deration of every man, that as the objedt of a 
lawful oath, is God alone, fo it contains a 

folemn 
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folemn confefllon of his omniprefence^ that he b 
with us in every place ; of his omnifdenci^ that 
he knoweth all fecreis of the heart, that he* i^ 
a maintainer of truth and an avenger of falfebood: 
of his juftice, that he is willing, and of his onm-- 
fotencey that he is able to punifh thofe that by 
liifregard to their oaths j (hall difhonour him. 

It is therefore of a very dangerous tendency 
fpr pcjrfons who have once taken an oath^ to trifle 
wd play with the force of it, even fuppoflng 
f he occqfion of fuch obligation was afhially of 
fmall moment in itfelf. And this is pofltively 
determined by the fame writer, in the following 
words, and ought to be a cautioh to all^ not tb 
violate an oath, left they incur the fatal confc- 
.quences of real perjury. 

" A voluntary oath is the more binding for 
be'mg voluntary J becaufe there is no ftrifcer obli* 
gation than that we take willingly on<)Urfelvcs," 
(Praeleft. 4. Scft. ii,) And in another place 
he is more particular, wlicre a matter is fb 
trivialy that it is not worth the deliberation of 
a wife man, nor fignifies a ftraw whether it be 
done or not done*, as to reach up ^ chip, or to 
rub one*s beard, or for tht Jlightnefs of it, is not 
much .to be efteemed, as to give a boy an apple^ 
or to lend a pin ; an oath is binding in mat- 
ters of the leaji moment ; becaufe weighty and 
trivial things have a like refpcA unto truth and 

* falfihood\ 
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'^faJfibdoi% and fi<rtfe?r, becaufe every party 
/wearing^ \sho\xndL to ycrfeAm all htpromifed^ as 
far as h^ is able, and as fak' at is lawful: to give 
an apple to a boy, is both poflible and lawf ul» 
he is bound therefore to perform it : He ought to 
fulfil his oath/' (Prasled. 3. Seft. 15.) 

This is likewife confirmed by Moses, {Numbi 

^■^ XXX. y. 2.) " If a man fwear an oath to bind 

/ his foul with a bond, he fhall not break his 

•^ibrdj he fhall do according to all that pro- 

^Cfieth out of his mouth." And {ZecL chap, v.) 

Il ii threatened that every one that fweartth falfe- 

ly, Ilcdl be cut off by the curfe: " I will bring 

it forth^ (aixi the Lord Hf Hosts^ and it fhall 

enter into the houfe of bim the fwearetb falfehf 

by tny name\ and' it fhall remain in the midfl of 

his houfe, and fhall confume it, with the timber 

thereof^ and the flones thereof." 

The ohj€Ror!s being thus anfwered with Te-* 
fpeft to the kwfulnefs of an oath, fuppofing one 
to be required on the initiation oi z free-mafon (as 
to the certainty of which conjedure is their only 
fupport) I fhajl next take notice of the charge 
brought aga nfl them on account oi fecrecy\ one 
of their grand charafteriflicks; and the innocent 

taufe of all the perfecutions artd reproaches 
they foffdn 

We are condemned for keeping th^ eflcntkls 
of OUr inflitution ffom the knowledge of thofe 
Vhe are not members of it : Which, 'tis faid, 

♦ muft 
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muft fufHciently prove them to be of a bad Ha^* 
ture and tendency, clfe why are they not niade 
publick for the fatisfadion of mankind. 

li fecrecy be a virtue, (a thing never yet de- 
nied) can that be imputed to us as a crime^ 
which has been confidered an excellence in all 
ages ? Does not Solomon, the wifeft of men^ 
tell us. He that difcovers fecrets is a ifaitor^ 
hut a man of a faithful fprit conceaktb the matter. 

In conducting all worldly affairs, fecrecy is not 
only eflential, but abfolutely neceflary; and 
was ever efteemed a quality of the greateft worth* 

Thus we find the great Fenelon makes 
Ulysses, in the fyftem of the education which 
he delivers to his friends for his fon Telema- 
CHus, particularly enjoin them above all^ 
to render him juft, beneficient, fincerc, and faith- 
ful in keeping fecrets \ a precept that afterwards 
produced the bed of confequences to the young 
prince, of whom it is recorded, that with this 
great excellence of taciturnity, he not only tli* 
vefted himfelf of that clofe myfterious air, fo 
common to the referved, but alfo conftandy a- 
voided telling the leaft untruth in fupport of 
this part of his charafter. A conduft ! highly 
worthy the imitation of every one to whom 
fecrets are intruded, affording them a pattern of 
opennefs, eafe and fincerity, for while hefeemed 
to carry his whole heart upon his lips, commu- 
nicating what was of no importance, yet he 
knew how to ftop juft in the proper moment, 

H without 
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^rithmit pmteeding » thofe things which might 
raife any fufpicion, or furnilh even a hint to 
difcovcr the purpofcs of his mind. 

If we tufn our eyes back to antiquity, wc 
Ihdl find the old Egyptians had lb great a re- 
gard for ^ence and fecrecy in the myfteries of 
their religion, that they fet up the God Harpth 
irates ("vid. imagines decrum a vincentia char* 
iario) to whom they paid peculiar honour and 
veneration^ who was reprcfented with his right 
iamd placed near the hearty and the left down hy 
his fide^ covered with a (kin before, fiill of eyes 
tnd ears, to lignify, that of many things to 
be feen and heard, few are to be publifhed. 

And among the fame people^ their great god^ 
deff Ifis^ the Minerva ci the Greeks^ had always 
an image of a Sphjnx placed at the entrance 
df her temples, to denote that fecrets were there 
preferved under facred coverings, that they 
might be kept from the knowledge of the vtd- 
gOTy as much as the riddles of that creature. 

Jamblicus, in his life of Pythagoras, con- 
firms the above opinion, by obferving, that fron> 
the myfterious knowledge of the Egyptians^ 
lliat philofopher drew the fyftem of his fymbo- 
lical learning and inftrudfcive tenets, feeing that 
the principles and wife doctrines of this nation^ 
were ever kept fecret among themfelves, and 
were delivered down, not in writing, but only 
by oral tradition. And indeed fo cautious and 
prudent were they in thefe matters, that every 

difciple 
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difciple admitted to their wife and fcientific myC 
teries, was bound in the moft fokmn manner 
to conceal fuch myfteries from the vulgar, pr 
thofe whofe ideas were not fufiiciently exakcfl 
to receive them. As a proof of this, we need 
only recoiled the ftory of Hipparcbus^ a Pytbor 
goreany who having out of fpleen and refcntment, 
violated and broke thro* the feveral engage* 
xnents of the ibciety, was held iti the utmoft 
deteftation, expelled the Ichool as one mpfl: 
infamous and abandoned, and as he was dead to 
the principles of virtue and philofophy, had a 
tomb erected for him, according to their cuftoni, 
as though he had been naturally dead. The 
Ihame and difgrace that juftly attended fo great 
a breach of truth and fidelity, drove the un- 
happy wretch to fuch delpair, that he proved 
his own executioner ; and fo abhorred was even 
his memory, that he was denied the rites and 
ceremonies of burial ufed to the dead in thofe 
times ^ inflsad of which, his body was fuffered 
jp Ue upon the ihore of the Ifle of Samos, 

Among the Greek nations, the Athenians had 
a ftatue of brais, which they awfully revered ; 
|Jus figure was withoyt a tongue; by ytYj^ch feireiy 
•was intimated* 

The Rjonmns had a gpddefs of filence, named 
,Ang;erona, reprefented with her fore finger on 
her lip$, a fymbol of prudence and tacitfirt^ty. 

AvNjucARCHu;s, who (according to Pliny) 

. was ^ppixh(gfndjeKl in order to e^rt; his ficret^ 

Ha '^ '~ from 



} ' 



mm 



( 52 ) 

from him, bit his tongiie in the midft, and 
afterwards fpit it in the tyrant's face, rather chuf. 
ing to lofe that organ, than to difcover thofc 
things which he had promifed to conceal. 

We read likewife that Cato the Cenfor^ of- 
ten faid to his friends, of three things which he 
had good reafon to repent, the principal was 
divulging afecret. 

The Druids in our own nation (who were the 
only priefts among the ancient Britons) com- 
mitted nothing to writing. And CiESAR ob- 
fcrves that they had a bead or chiefs who exer- 
cifed a fort of excommunication, attended with 
dreadful penalties on thofe, who cither publijhed 
or profhdned their myfteries. 

^berefore^ fince it evidently appears from 
the foregoing inftances (among many other) that 
there ever were fecrets amongft mankind, as 
well refpefting y^r/>//Vj as individuals^ and that 
the keeping thofe inviolable^ was always reputed 
an indifpenfable duty, and attended with an 
honourable eftimatiofi •, It muft be very diffi- 
cult to affign a fufficient reafon why the fame 
practice ihould be at all wondered ' at, or lefe 
ajpproved in the free and accepted mafons of the 
prefent age, than they were among the wifeft 
men, and greateft philofophers of antiquity. 

The general praftice and conftant applaufe 

, of the ancients^ as well as the cuftoms of the 

modernsy one would naturally imagine fhould 

be fufficient to juilify mafons againft any charge 

. ' of 
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p( fingiilaiity or innovation on this account i 
for how can this be thought fingular, or new, 
by any one who will but calmly allow himr 
felf the finalleft time for refleftion« 

Do not all incoi^rated bodies amongft us^ 
enjoy this liberty without impeachment or cenrf 
fure ? an apprentice is bound to keep the'feciiett 
pf his mafter ; a freeman is obliged to confulc 
:the interefl of his company, and not pipftitute 
in common the myfterics of his profefllon ; fecn^ 
eommittefs and privy councils^ are folemnly jenr 
joined not to publi(h abroad their debates and 
refolutions* In courts martial^ the members arc 
bound to fecrecy\ and in many c^s for more cf- 
fedual fecurity an oath is adminiftred. 

As mfociety m general^ we are united toge- 
ther by our indigencies and infirmities^ and a vaft 
variety of circumftances contributing to our mu- 
tual and neceffary dependence on each other, 
(which lays a grand foundation for terreftrial 
happinefs, by fecyring general amity and the 
reciprocation of good offices in the world) lb, 
in all particular focietiesj of what ever denomi- 
nation, they are all conjoined by a fort of ce- 
ment 5 by bonds and laws that are peculiar to 
each of them, from the higheft aflemblies to the 
loweft. Confequently the injundtions oi fecrecy 
among free-mafonsy can be no more unwarranta- 
ble than in the focieties and cafes already pointed 
out: and to report, or even to infmuate, that 
they are, muft argue a want of candour ^ a want 

of 



of nafon^ aiul a want of charity. For by tho 
laws of nature, and of nations, every individual^ 
and cveryficiityj has a right to be fupppfcd in^ 
nocent 'tUl^r^^Jotherwile. 

Yet notwithftanding the mrjr/^m^/ of our profef- 
fion are kept inviolable, none arc excluded frpm 
a full knowledge of them, in dm time and man^ 
ner, upon pr^er application, and being found 
capable and worthy of the truft. To form 
§tbir defigns and expectations, is building on a 
a fandy foundation, and will only ferve to tefti- 
fy, that like a ralh man, their difcredon \i always 
out of the way when they have mcA occafion 
to make ufe of it 





CHAP. III. 



[ E will now proceed to the next 
t objeftion, viz. That " ma/onry is 
I a trifling inftitution, and that our 
; principles contain nothing valuable 
in them." 

Thefc ttnfitnrs finding it eafier to decry a 
fciencc than to underftand it, are with wicked 
endeavours attempting to depreciate that which 
they cannot att^ to, and would make their 
mc$$ty ^pear a virtue, and their ignorance the 
efFedl of choice. 

This turn of mind is the defpicable offspring 
of emy, and fo felfilh are fuch men, that they 
would rather prefer having the whole circle of the 
oris and fctences abolilhed, was it in their power, 
than that others fliould be poflfeffed of a know- 
ledge, which they are themfelves totally unac- 
quMmted with and unJefervin^ of. . 

But alas ! they diiquiet themfelves in vain i 

we who (ire mafons, cannot but laugh at and 

pity fuch fpcble attacks, «id are heartily forry for 

rfiofc 
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thoie Who have no' better uiiderftandlngs thaii 
to regard thetn. 

Did they kfio^ arty thing of 6uf- profeffiony 
they could not but efteem ie, for they would 
be convinced that it is founded on the moft ex- 
alted principles of morality and facial virtue 5 
tending to promote the true happinefs of mankind 
in general, the peace and fatisfa6tion of every in- 
dividual in particular ; to cenfurc then and vilify 
what they are entirely ignorant of, difcovers the 
baiehefs of their difpofitions, and how little they 
are qualified to pais their judgments in matters of 
filch importance. Therefore, though we com- 
milerate their defefts, we muft at the fame 
time be allowed to pronounce them unwartiy 
our further notice* 

Had our injlitution contained nothing com- 
mendable or valuable in it, 'tis impoffible it 
fliould have exifted, and been patronized by 
the wife, the g<>od and great, in all ages of 
the world. For we cannot fuppofe that men, 
diflinguifhed by every accomplifhment that can 
adorn human nature, would embrace or con- 
tinue in principles which they found to be nu- 
gatory, erroneous or contemptible. Therefore 
the advice which Gamaliel (A£ii. v. ver. 38.) 
wifely gave to the perfecutors of the apoftlesy might 
with great propriety be recommended to thefe 
railers againft free-mafons. They may alTure 
themfelves, that if there was no more in our 
jo^itution than ^inpx Uttle minds fuggeft, it 

would 
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would have fallen to the ground ages paft, but 
the contrary being the cafe, th|y may fafely 
conclude, it will continue to exift notwithftanc^ 
ing any oppofition, for ages yet to come. 

Perhaps it will be faid, that the moral and foiial 
principles we profefs, are equally neceiTary to the 
fupport of every well regulated fociety ; how then 
came mafans to appropriate the merit of fuch 
principles to themfelves ? I anfwer, they arc not 
only deemed neceiTary, but taught^ and brought 
into practice in, the lodge \ they are familiarized 
to us by fuck a plain, pleafmg and peculiar mo- . 
thod, that they feem no longer leffons or rules, 
but become irJiercnt principles in the breafl; of 
tvtxy free-mafon. But from the corrupt ftate 
and diipoiition of mankind, there are fome whp 
will always make it their buflnefs to afperfe and 
ridicule whatever they fufped has the leaft 
beauty or excellency in it, 

Thck envious ^^/»^j, having juft fcnfc enough 
to imagine, that fcandal is eafier hit off than 
praife \ anfi that fatyr will fooner procure them 
a name than panegyrickj and looking at all focieties 
through falfe and narrow mediums, they form 
judgments of ii^em from their trifling fehes ; 
afting in direft contradiftion to the apoftles 
exhortation to the Pbilippiansy " If there be any 
virtue, if there be any praife, they will condemn 
thofe things/'- notwithftanding the ftr^ngth of 

reafon with which they are accompanied ; not- 
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withftanding the apparent benefit and advantage 
they may bri^ to mankind ; fo little relifti have 
tb^ for things excellent in themfelves, fo inat- 
tentive are they to the force of the cleareft rea- 
foning, and fo enveloped in ignorance and pre- 
judice, that nothing is fufficient to convince them. 
I don't mean that ignorance which implies a 
want of knowledge*, but that afFefted and pre- 
fumptuous folly which defpifes it. And of fuch 
Solomon fays, '* feeft thou a man that defpifeth 
inftruftion ? there is more hope of a fool than 
of him.^' 

• If therefore thefe accufers have any remains of 

modefty, if the affertors of fuch calumny can 

never bUifh, they are now put to the trial ; for 

'whilft they deal thus freely with the principles 

-and proceedings of perforis of the greateft ho- 

-nour and diftinftion, they are only dilcovering to 

tht judicious part of mankind, the weaknefs of 

their heads and the wickednefs of their hearts. 

How truely do they come under the ftandard 

of that defcription which Justus Lipsius, an 

eminent writer, has given us of this abominable feft. 



• The i^atural and proper cffcd of a bare want of 
knowledge is» that men forbear to pafs anj^ jadgment, 
opon what they onderfland not ; and that they neither 
contend y^, nor againft any thing, belpre they have fttitf 

reqfin to determine them fo to do. 

• • • • • .'.... . . ^ . 

Calumny^ 
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^' Calutm^j fays he, is a filthy and pernicious 
infeAion of the tongue ; generally aimed by the 
mcft wicked and abandoned part of mankind, 
againft the mojl worthy and deferving of efteem, 
and wounds them unexpeftedly. And to whom 

is it pleafing? To the mo/i vile^ the perfidious^ 
the talkative. But what is its fource ? From 
what origin does it proceed ? from falfeboodj as 
it's father \ from envy^ as its mother ; and from 
curioftty^ as its nurfe ?" 

Would fuch perfons exercife but a very finall 
portion of reafon and refledtion, they would 
readily perceive the madnefs of their attempt- 
to depreciate a fociety which has ever with* 
ftood and repelled every attack made againft 
its ftill acquiring addition^ honour and ftrengdi; 
fuch proceedings afFefting it no more, than a ja-* 
velin thrown by the feeble hand of old age, that 
never reaches, or at moft makes no impreffion 
on its dcftined mark. 
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^^^^^HE lafl: accufation brought agiunft 

'*''?^ fret 



> /re? and accepted ma/ens, which I 
^c^^ j^ (hall take ^ny notice of, is, that they 
5e^^^^ make ix& o£ hyeroglipbic figures, pa- 
rahelical and Jytnhlicai cuftoms and ceremenieSy 
fecret hurdt and ^jgw, with different degrees of 
prehation peculiar to themfelves : thefe are alfo 
cenfured. 

"What evil thefe refined cafuifts can pomt out 
in yafi& proceedings, is not eafy to imagine. But 
I think it no very difficult undertaking to 
iujiify them againft any objection. 

It is well known that fscb cuftoms and cere- 
monies, are as ancient as the firft ages of the 
world, the philofophcrs of which praflifcd the 
method of inculcating their fuMime truths and 
important points of knowledge by allegory and 
Wftboleg^y the better to fccure them from defcend- 
ing 
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kig into the familiar reach of every inattentive 
and unprepared novice, from whom they might 
not meet with the veneration they deferved, and 
therefore become too familiar ^ and ccntemptibk ; 
for which reafon they were accuftomed to pro- 
ceed with the utmoil care and prudence. And 
Origen tells us, {Origen Contra Celfum) " The 
Egyptian philofophers had fuUime notions which 
they kept fecret^ and never difcovered to the 
people^ but under the vail of failes and allegories\ • 
alfo other eaftern nations concealed fecret fnyjierus 
under their religious cerenionies, a cuftom/itf 
retained by many of them. 

An interpretation therefore of thefe allegorus^ 
&c. as they come under my notice, ihallbe at* 
tended to ; and will, I flatter myfelf, cxa£Uy 
iquare with the prefcnt purpofc. 

Of all thfc fymbols appropriated to Jupiter, I 
Ihall only mention the crown of rajs^ with the 
fitafus and caduceusj with which he is repre- 
fented. Tht firfi denotes thepoit;^of thefupremc 
beings the otber^ that power ought to be accom-' 
panied vfith prudence. 

The cock was a fymbol peculiar to Mercurv, 
as expreflive of that vigilance which was fo very 
neceffary to him, deftined to execute many func- 
tions ^ as fbmetimes this emblem hath an ear of 
corn in his bill, it may ferve to point out to man, 
that plenty and happinefs will be the confer 
quenc^ qi care aad mentien^ 

The 
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The club is the fymbol of Hercules, and 
denotes Jirengfbi 

The various fymbols belonging to the god 
dcfs Diana, were Oxen^ Lyonsj Griffins^ StagSj 
Splrfnifsy Bees, BougbSi RoJeSy &c. which fignify 
in a myftical fenfe, the univerfe, with all its pro- 
du£tions. 

* The ftory of Minerva is entirely allegorical^ 
relating, that Jupiter having devoured Me- 
• Tis, (L c. prudence) conceived Minervaj 
and was delivered of her. This fymbol means 
plsunly that prudence is wholly in God, and 
that he produces her externally by the wonder- 
ful works conftantly manifefted in his govern- 
ment of the univerfe. 

It will not be foreign to my fubjeft, to take 
notice that cities, rivers, regions, and even the 
various parts of the globe had their proper 
fymbols, which were fo many enfigns to diftinguifb 
them. Cities were fignified by women with 
towers on their heads : The eaft is reprefcnted 
by a woman mounted upon a carr, with four 
borfesj rijing as they go. The weft is fignified 
likewife by a woman in a carr drawn by two 
borfes : The genius that precedes her, together 
with the borfes falling down^ by which the weft^ 
or fun fetting is denoted. 

The fymbol of Asia, was a woman with a mu- 
ral crown^ holding an ancbor^ to denote that 

the way thither was to crofs the fea. Africa 

was 
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^as reprefented by a woman with an EUpbanfs 
trunk on hsx forehead. Tbusvrtte the different 
parts of the world reprefented under their re- 
fpeftive fymhols and bitrogfypbics. 

To improve properly on tbefe myftical writ^ 
ings, we mull bring them home to ourlelves, 
by way of application. 

Fiift in a pbyfical fenfe ; for under the various 
|iames of pag;0n deities^ are concealed the body 
zndfuh&iznce of natural pbilofopby : Under alle^ 
goriesj the poets exprefs the wonderful works 
of nature. 

Secondly in an etbical fei)fe ; the fcope or in- 
tent of ntftbologijis^ was not fable hut morality. 
Their defign was to inform the underftanding, 
correct the paflions, and guide the will. Exam- 
ples are laid down to kindle in the mind a can- 
did emulation, leading thro* the temple of vir- 
tue to the temple of Honour. They fet off in 
the fiiUeft colours, the beauty of virtue and defor^ 
mify of vice. 

Thirdly in a theological fenfe -, for let a fkil- 
ful hand modeftly draw afide the vail of poetry^ 
and he will plainly difcover the majeftic form of 
fivinity. I think it is an affertion of Tertullian 
(who lived in an early age qf cbriftianity) that 
many of the poetical fiftions had their original 
from the Scriptures. And Plato is faid by 
the beft authorities, to have derived the fub- 
Jimeft principles of his philofopby^ from fome 

writings 
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writings of Moses, which he had met with and 
ftudicd in the coiufe of his travels in Egypt*. 
Etoubtkfs as the ancients before the inven- 
tion of letters, exprefled their conceptions in 
iierogfypbickSf fo did the poets their divinity^ in 
faifks and parables. 

We alfo find, that even when they fet up 
fiones in -order to conipofe any memorial^ there 
was fomething expreffive either in the number^ 
oi which the monument confifted, or in their 
JhapCj or in the order and figure in which they 
were difpofed -, of the firft kind were the mo- 
nument of mount Sinai -, {Exod. xxiv. ver^ 4.) 
and that at GilgaU erefted by Joshua, upon 
the hanks of Jordan 5 tbey confided of twelve 
ftgnes each, becaufe the people of Ifrael^ (for 
whofe fake the altar was built, and the ftreams 
of Jordan, dividing themfelves, thereby opening 
a miraculous paflTage for the whole nation) were 
• principally clafifed into twelve tribes {Jcjb. iv. 
V. 8.) the fame number of flones : and for the 
above reafon were fet up in the midft of the place 
where the ark had rdled. (ib. v. 9.) 

* Whenever it is aflerted that the Pagan accounts of things 
were borrowed firem Revelation recorded in the hiftory of 
Afe/r#/» it mnftnot be uoderilood* that oi/ the fables iBd 
Mioas of A^Huitbms were borrowed from thence, bat 00I7 
that the /r«/i&/ which appear amongft their fables and fictions 
(when ilript of their mjtbologUal diiguife) were derived from 
fome trhditbns they had of a Xevilation recorded in the 
fa^n^ kijtorj. 

Likewife 
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Likewife the famous * fiUars before Solo- 
mon's temple^ were not placed there for omar 
ment akne ; their fignification, ufe and myftical 

meanings 



y f > 



* As tkere is a feeming contradidion ia the tcconnts of 
tbe height of thefe pillars, it may not be amifs here to re- 
concile that matter, it is faid, he fit them up in the porch 
tfihe temple, (i Kings rii. 21.) and he made befbre the boufe 
tiwopilUars. knA he feesreel up the piUars befoke the temfie^ 
(2 Chrou. ui. 1 j, 17. which expreflions taken togetlier fof- 
ficiently ieem to imply tkepillMrs were if/ore the temple ia 
its porch^ But it is not qaice fo eafy to aflign the height of 
them. In one place it is faid of Solomon, He eaft tvo9 
pillars of hrafs^ 18 cubits high each, (1 Kings, vii, v. 15,) 
In another we read, he made tvfo pillars 0/ thirty andfi^e cu» 
hits high {iChrea. ill. ▼. i|0 This feeming inconfif. 
tency between the two facred hiAorians, may be eaiily re. 
conciled, but at the fasM time it ferves to prove they 4id 
not combine together, or were corre&d or amended by 
each other* To reconcile this feeming inconfiftency, let 
us only foppofe ihepede/lal or hajis of the columns to have 
been 17 cubits high, this added to the 18 cubits (i Kt/sge 
viu V, i6, yer. lii. v. 21.) for the fiafi/vfill together 
inakeeyadly 3^ cubits, the number mentioned, (2 Chrou, 
ill, V. 15.) laftly taking (i Kings vii. v. 16.) five cnUtf, 
bjBing the height of the chapiter* we (hall have the tmis 
freight of the pillars, viz. 40 cubits. It is true, that ia 
another place (2 Kings xxy. v. 17.) tlie height of the chapi* 
ter is faid to have been 3 cubits ; but here we apprehend 
we have the dimeofions of the chapiter only, (triply (b 
called {Cohereth, in the Hebrew* or crowning,) which 11 
expreflfed to have been three cubits» but then there is le^ 
to be underftoody 4he wreathen naerk ou it tQuad about, which 
was /otw cubits more, both which fnms added, make tha( 
of /Vo the number fet down before by the fame author. 
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meanings are fo well known to the expert mafons, 
that it would be both unneceflary, as it is 
improper for me to aflign them here ; neither arc 
the reafons why they were made hollow known 
to any but thofe who are acquainted with the 
arcana of this fociety-, tho- that circumftancc 
fo often occurs in fg-ipture. 

And with refpeft to assemblies and estat 
BLiSHMENT among men, tbcy ever \\2Aftgns and 
words^ Jymbolical cuftoms and ceremonies^ different 
degrees of probation, &c. &c. this manifeftly 
appears from all hiftorics both facred ancf 
profane. 

When the Ifraelites mar^ched thro' the wilder- 
' nefs, we find that the twelve tribes had between 



It U fuppofed that Solomon had refped to the pillar oi 
i\it cloud, and the pillar of fire, which went before the 
IfratUtts^ and cpnduded them in the wildemefs; and was 
the token of the diving providence over th(:m : and thus 
SoLOMon fet them np before the temple^ hoping and pray- 
ing that the divine light, and the cloud of God^s glory, 
woald vouchfafe to enter in there, and (hat GfoD and 
bis providence, wonld diyell among them in this hou(e« 
The pillar on the nght handi reprefented the piljar of the 
cloud, and that on the left, the pillar of fire. The name 
of the fprmer fignifies, ht tmll eftabli/b^ which intimates 
GoD*s proipife tp efiablifli the thrpne of DavfiifSOid his peo* 
pie I/raeL The name of the Utter fignifies, hemp ii/nttgth; 
either alluding to the divine pronalfe, in which waa a}l 
.their ftrength and fettlement ; or rather, to the ark, which 
was within the temple, and called ihi drtngtb of the Lordt 
|a Cbron* chap, vi. Vcr. 42.) 

*. ' , them. 
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them, fiiur principal banners or iVandards : every 
one of which had its particular motto : and each 
ftandard alfo had a diftinft^« defcribed upon it. 
They encamped round about the tabernacle, and 
6n the eaft fide were three tribes imder the ftand- 
ard of Judab i on the weft were three tribes un- 
der the ftandard of Epbraim ; on the foutb were 
three tribes under the ftandard of Reuben ; and 
on the north were three tribes under the ftand* 
ard of Dan ; (Num. 2d.) and xhe> ftandard of Ju" 
dab was a lion, tbat of Epbraim an ox, tbat of 
Reuben a man, and tbat of Ban an eagle. 
Whence Were framed the hieroglyphicks of Cfo-. 
rubims and Serapbims^ to reprefent the people of 
ISRAEL*. 

The ancient propbets, when they would defcribe 
things empbaticalfyj did not only draw parables 
from things which offered themfelves, as from the 
rent of a. garment, i Sam. xv. from the fabbatic 
year. If a. xxxvii. from the veflels of a potter, Jer. 
xviii, &c. but alfowhen fuch fit objedts were want^ 
ingj they fupplied them by tbeir own aSionSj 
as by rending a garment, i Kings xi. by (hoot- 
ing, 2 Kings xiii, by making bare their body, 
Ifa. XX. by impofing fignificant names to tbeir 



* J Cherubim had one body with four faces ; the faces of 
a Lion, ao Ox, a Man, and an Eagle, looking to the foor 
winds of heaven, without (arning about, as in EzekieP^ 
vifion. Chap. i. Apd \\it iovrv feraphims had the fame four 
faces with^4rr bodies, one face to each body. 

K 2 ftms^ 
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fins, Ifa. viii. Hof. i. hiding a girdle in the bank 
of Euphrates^ Jer. xiii. by breaking a potter's 
veflel, Jer. xix. by putting ofn fetters and yokes. 
Jer. xxvii. by binding a book to a ftonc, and 
cafting them both into Euphrates^ Jer. U. by 
befieging a painted city, Ezek. iv. by dividing 
hair into three parts, Eztk. v. by making a chain^ 
Ezek. vii. by carrying out houfchold ftuSOF, like a. 
captive and trembling, Ezek. xii. &c. by which 
kind of types the prophets of old were accuftonr^: 
cd to cxprefs themfelvles. 
. Thus having in an ample manner fet forth difc 
antiquityy meaning and propriety of the ufe of 
iyeroglypbicsj fymbclsy allegory^ ice. frdm the^^ir-^ 
Heft times, and among the wi/efi and befi oftneUy 
and if fuch cuftoms have been retained by this 
ancient and venerable inftitutiony ftrange indeed, 
and defkitute of reafon and juftice muft diey 
appear, who fbould make the leaft objection to • 
fitch proceedings s fuch miftaken cenfurers Ihould 
be kft to the enjoyment oi their own ignorancey 
f^akvt>lenee ^nA detraSiion. 

The book of Jtic^es informs us, that the Gi- 
teaditesj made ufe of an expreflive and diftin- 
guifhmg warky when :purfued over the river 7^^ 
dan by xht Ephraimites . 

The effenes among the Jews, (a fort of Pytha- 
'goreans) dfo converted one with another, ty 
Jigns and words, which they received on their 
4idm\ffiffny and which were prefcrved with care 
and reverence, as the great diara^riftic €>£ 
tKatftft- '- The 
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The * Greeks likewife had a ptrticuki' m^* 
thod, which before an engagement, was adopcsed 
by the general and officers^ and by them cam* 
municated, to the whole army, as a mark 
of diftinftion to know friends from enemies^ 
It commonly contained fome good mmw, or 
the name of fome deity worfhipped by their co«uk 
try; or fome hero from whom they expe&ed 
fuccefs in their enterprizes. And it is judicioufl^ 
remarked by Laertius, that as generals ufir 
watch-words in order to difcover their awn iblU 
diers from an mesft/j (praftifed in aU aniriea 
and garrifons at this day.) So it is neceflary to 
communicate to the members of a fociety cer- 
tain diftinftions whereby they may difcover 
Jir angers from individuals of their ownfeSl* 

And is it not within the reach of every one's 
obfervation, that there is a meaning in many aSs 
and geftures ; and that nature has endowed man- 
kind with particular motions to «cprels the va- 
rious intentions of the mind. We all under- 
ftand J weeping y laughing, JbrugSy frowns^ &c as 
forming a ipecies of Mniverfal langu0ge. Applica- 
tions are many times made, and a kind of diar 



* Bat their indi/cretion in too frtqutntly queftioning 
one aaotber^ witfaoot^^?/^ catui^, oft ctufed great coii- 
fufion among ihcmidvct, and ^ifc^verid tke word at-lafi^ 
•^tbeir enemies. 

X Tears have the weight of a voice* Qvjo* 

loguc 
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logue tttiin wined only by the cafts of the eyef 
and motions of the adjacent mufcles ; ahd wd 
read even of fee f that /peak f ; of a philofophef^ 
who anfwered an argument only by getting up 
and walking\\. 

Bending the kneis^ in adoration of the deity, is 
one of die moft ancient cuftoms amoilg triert; 
Bowingy or projlrating the bddy, is a matk of 
humiliation. Even joining right hands, is a 
pledge of fidelity -, for Valerius Maximus tells us, 
that the ancients had a moral deity ^ whom they 
called Fides, a goddefs of bonejiy or fidelity^ 
and adds, when they promifcd any thing of old, 
they gave their hand upon it, (as we do now) 
and therefore fhe is reprefented as giving her 
band^ and fometimes as only two hands con- 
joined. Chartarius more fully defcribes this^ 
by obferving, that the proper refidence oi faith 
or fidelity^ was thought by the ancients to be in 
the right hand. And therefore this deity^ he 
informs us, was fometimes reprefented by two 
right hands joined together ; fometimes by two 
little images fhaking each other's right hand ; fo 
that the right hand was by them held facredy 
and was fymbolically made ufe of in a folemn 



X The tfu^ the eye^brenjos, ^t forehead, in a word, the 
HKfh^le cauntenofUi is a certain tacit fpeech of the mind. Cic. 
t He fpeaketh with \i\%fe(t* {Prov, chap. vi. ver. 13.) 
II Sextut Empiricuf 

manner 
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manner to denote fidelity. And we read in the 
Ifook of Ruthy of particular cuftoms pra£tifed 
^rnopg the Ifraelifes^ whenever tbey nieant to 
confirm any compaft they entered into. 

With refpeft to probationary degrees, the 
fnflances that might be produced of the antiquity^ 
pecejfity and general ufe of them^ would fill alarge 
volume; fuffice it here to mention the following. 

The pbilofapbers inform us, that, the Egyp-- 

tian king Xopper, commanded, that ihi^fecret 

of which he was poflefled, fhould not be di* 

vulged to any but thofe who were found ikilful 

in every Jiep they advanced : alfo the great hea- 

riien king Xopholet, ordered the grand fecret 

of which he was poflefled, to be revealed to nonc^ 

but to thofe who after thorough examination were 

found to be wortiy ; ^d inflicted difgrace and 

fevere punifliments on thofe who fliould tranf- 

grefs this law. 

And if we examine the cuflioms of the Jews^ 

wp Jhall fee that the Levites had ^ the feveral de- 
grees of initiation^ confecration and minffiration. 
And in their grsLnd fanbedrintj they had alfo three 
/chief ofiic.ers, xht principal^ vice principal^ and 
the chacam^ (i. e. wife man) the laft two were 
called afftfignt cpt^ncellors. Their pi^ils were di- 
vided into tbree diftinft clafes, who according 
to their abilities were from time to time eleffed 
to fill up the vacant ofl!ices in this great afliem- 
bly. ' ' ' 

About the time of bur SaviourU Nativity, 

the eaftern fchools ufed a fet form of difppline. 

The 



J 



( 7a 3 

The fcholar was firft termed difcifk^ in reC 
peft of his learning ; a junior in refpeA of his 
Imnority ; Baebur (i. e. one cbofen or eleSed) in 
relpcft of his ekftion, and co-aptation into d*e 
dumber of difciples. And after he had proved 
iiimfelf a proficient in their ftudies, and was 
dx>ught worthy of fome degree, by impofidon 
of hands, he was made a graduate. 

At the $aft end oi cvcty fchool ot fynagogue^ 
the Jews had a cheft called Aaron (or ark) in 
which was locked up the pentateucb in manuf* 
dipt, wrote on vellum, in fquare chara&ers, 
which by exprefs command, was to be delivered 
to fiicb wljf as were found to be wife among 
fiieni^ (a Efdr. c. xiv. v. i6.) This method of 
proceeding was alio obferved at the building of 
SotoMOx's tempU^ when we know the craftf- 
men were not to be made inaftersy until thai: 
glorious edifice (hould be compleated, that fo 
they nfi^ht acquire competent JkilU ^d be able 
10 give AMPLE PROOF of their qualifications. 

Pythagorasy who flourilhed above 500 years 
before Cbrifi^ never permitted a pupil to fpeak 
in his ichool, till he had undei^one a probation 
tSfhe years filence. 

The efjine^ already mentioned, had the fol-^ 

lowing 

. * Thtf efim wtn men of ooceUent moralst emiooit for 
their jafHce» beyond either Greeks or Barbarianst as a virtue 
that had beeh.a (ong time their application aod ftsdy. Jo^ 
Mha Kb, iS, c; 12, 
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lowing cuftoms, when a perfon defired admit- 
tance into their fociety. He was to pafs through 
proper degrees of frobatioriy before he could 
be a mafter of their myfteries •, when he was 
received into the clafs of novices^ he was prcr 
fented with a white garment j and when he had 
been long enough to give fome competent proof 
of his fecrecy and virtue^ he was admitted to 
FURTHER knowledge, but ftill he went on with 
the tfial of his integrity and good morals : and 
at lengthy being found worthy in every refpeft, 
was fully admitted into their myfteries ; but be- 
fore he was received as an eftablilhed member» 
he was firfl: to bind himfelf by folemn obligations 
and profeffions, to do juftice, to do no wrong. 



'Tis remarkable, that of the tJbrei famous feds among; 
the Jews in the days of onr Lord, Phari/feesf Sadducts 
and EJfents^ we find, tho* the firft two ntitre cenfored by 
him^ the E/Jengs were not. 

It is farther related of thisy^^, they nuen atevt all others 
fir id oh/ervers ofthtjahhath day ; on it they nxwdd drtfs no meat, 
light no fire, remo^ue no 'veffels out of their placet, &c. (JofepbtUf 
deBello, lib* t. c. 7.) Nay more, they obferved t,\tiy feventh 
nnetk a folemn peniacofi (Philo. de vita contemplat. ) And if 
JiVis without any divine injunilion in this particular, could yi 
religioufly obfcrve lYicfabbath^ how muft chrifiians ftand con- 
demned, who in flat difobedience to the command of zxi crniu^^ 
potent God will not devote fo much Sisonc daj in/et/en to honour 
him who gives them all things ? All/ree and accepted ma/ons^ 
well know how great a violation of cur principles every in- 
ftance of fuch condufl is. And every true brother will be 
careful not to offend herein. For by the fruit the tree is known. 

LN 
to 
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to keep faith with all men, to embrace the truth, 
to keep hb hand clear from fraudulent dealings, 
not to conceal from his felbw-profeflbr, any of 
the wyfimesy nor to communicate them to the 
profane^ though it ftiould be to fav^ his life ; 
to deliver nothing but what he received, as well 
as to endeavour to preferve the principles that 
he profeffed. Every member eat and drank at 
©ne common table, and any brethren of the fame 
fraternity, who came from places ever fo remote, 
were fure to be received at their meetings. 
{Pbilo. de Vi$. centemplat. Jofepb. antiqu. 1. 8.c. 2.) 

And it may be further remarked of the JewSj 
(hat in the feaft of the feventh nK)nth, the High 
Prieft was not even permitted to read the law 
(o tht people until he had ihidied it fevin days^ 
viz. upon the fourth, fifth, fixth, feventh, eighth, 
ninth, and tenth days, being attended by fome 
ef the priefts to hear him perform and to judge 
of his qualification for that purpofe. Vide f Sir 
Isaac Newton's obfervatious on the apocalypfe of 
St. John. 

The above proceeding is fb far from being 
nwel^ that it is pra<5tifed in our own nation even 
at this day, in the learned focieties of every de- 
nqmination : For inftance, in accadenUcal degrees 
there are, bat^hdor^ mailer^ dollory in the cburek^ 
the fcveral orders of deacon^ prieft, and bifhop ^ 

' t Tkefey^vrar ^i are alladcd to, by theLamVs opening 
Hoitfeven /tab fiivccffivcljr, 

in 
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in the municipal lawy thofe of Jludent^ Umrijt^ 
^xAftfjeant \ in the civil law and phyJickyfiudM^ 
hatcbdor and do^ar \ in each of tbefe the di£:i- 
pie or fcholar undergoes proper examinations, 
andmuft, or at leaft ought ^ to be found well qua- 
lified prior to his admifllon to ^.fuperior rank* 

And as Pree-masomry is in like manner a 
progreffive fcicnce, not to be pcrfe<aiy attained but 
by time, patience and application^ how ncccflary is* 
it, that icftimonies of proper qualifications fliould • 
be required for the refpeftiye degrees^ before 
the candidate can attain them ; both in regard 
xofcience zad morality % as the honourof the inftitu- 
tion (hould always be a principal objedt in view 
to every free and accepted mafon^ who ought 
to be well inflrufted in the fcientifick knowledge, 
and moral and focial virtues peculiar to an infe-- 
rior'*^ e*er he will be admitted to the more 



• Was a contrary prance to be adopted in our gradatipn^ 
in the craft, andyi(i/^f0f»/ degrees fhould be conferjed with-* 
oat taking due timeto make proper trial of the ab:liths9 
proficiency and morality of i:he candidate ; no one acquainted' 
with oor ionjiitution, \youl4 heiitate a moment to pronounce 
/uch practice an evident violation c( its pripciples ; and 
ikoold that ever prove to have been the cafe^ it his ]>ope4 
thofe who erred therein, wi!l inform the mf elves of the great, 
improfritty of fuch proceedings; -and think it a duty which 
they owe to the^fociety and to their o^n Honour, to dif- • 
continue foch practice, or tbey will give caufe to fufpeft 
that they wiih not to regulate their proceedings by the 
/f«r plan of vfa/cnry* 

^ fublime 
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fublime' trutihs; of the perfeSI ind mU qualified 

Ma^ok. 

The nature of my defign leadsi me in the nen 
plactf to the confider^tion of the name \^hich hat 
been adopted by our />^///^//V;i, from itsfirftef* 
tabliihment \ and to inform the \f nletter'd or in- 
^attentive brother, that this did not ariie merely 
from our {kill in arcbiteSure^ or the principles 
of iuiUingf but from a more comprehenlive 
acquaintance and knowledge of the fublimef^ 
principles of pbilofopiy ^nd moral virtues ; which 
however excellent they may be in the Oj^bbn of 
the learned and judicknis part of mankind^ 
(Cannot be indifcriminately revealed to every one i 
left, inftead of that refpeft which they require^ 
for want of right undqddanding and a found 
mind, they might nQt produce their jv)| and ne« 
ceffary confequences ; as eyen the pureji morality 
and wifejl fyljems, haye been too often ridiculed 
by . the folly or perverfenejs pf ypeak ojr ^ickfd 
men. 

Therefore the name of mafon is not to be 
confidered in (he coAtraAed implication of a 
builder of habitations, &c. But figfirativefyf 
purfuant to the method of the ancient fociety 
on which this injiitution i% founded ; ^d 
jaken in this * fenfe, a mafon is one who by 

• The mpojlles alfo freqaently made nfe of /;^// Term in 
4hc like reiife^ Aifls xx. vcr- 32. Ephcf. ii. vcr. zz. 

* jgraduai 
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gradual advances in the fublime truths and 

various arts and fciences which the principles 

0nd precepts of free-mafonry tend to inculcate 

and eftabliih, is raifed by regular courfes to fuch 

a degreie of perfeftion as to be replete widi 

happinefs himfelf, and extenfively beneficial to 

others. 

As to the appendage free^ that evidently 

owed its rife to the pradtice of the ancients^ who 

never fufFercd the liberal arts and fciences to be 

taught to any but the free-horn, 

I now prefume I have fufficiently expofed and 
everted all the fpregoing allegations. And 
having alfo traced back to earlieft ages, the 
ufe and meaning of fymhols and hieroghf- 
phicSy and likewife fully demonftrated the 
original intention and ufe of allegorical figures 
and ceremonies, and the reafonablenefs and 
neceflity of progreffive degrees in the purfuit of 
every art and fcience, no unprejudiced perfon 
will think it extraordinary that tbofe cuftoms 
and ceremonies eftabliflied and connefted with 
our inftitution, have been molt facredly and i»- 
violahly preferved and adhered to by us to this 
day. But what fuch cuftoms and ceremonies 
are^ for what ends and purpofes ufed^ never can 
be known except to true and lawful brethren. 

Therefore, however anxious and reftleis the 
hufy and invidious may be, and whatever attempts 
they may make to traduce our inftitution and 
proceedings, or d^ifcover our myfteries, all their 

endeavours 
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endeavours will prove incfFeftual. They wHl 
(till find that the only means to attain to the 
knowledge erf our myftcrics, are abilitiiSy in- 
tegrityj firmmfs^ and a due and conftant perfe- 
veranee in the great duties of mcral and foetal 
life, in principles of religion and virtue^ and 
whatever is commendable and praife-worthy. 
These are thefteps, and this the clue, that will 
lead and direft the praftifers of fuch excellencies 
CO the heights of free-majonry^ and while they 
adhere to them, will efFeftuallyfecure them favour 
and efteem from every able and faithful brother, 
^nd the wamieft approbation and fatisfadtiori 
from their own hearts. 




APPENDIX 




APPENDIX. 



gXXXgAVING fliewn at what peried and 
Gx^v^) on what plan, free-masonry jirjl 
XXXXXX •>ccame a regular it^itution j I refer 
»XXXi!( my readers to our book of excellent 
conftitutions (which no ledge ought to be with- 
out) for a particular account of its progrefs iv 
the various parts of the globe ever fince. But 
as many may not have time and opportunity 
to confult fo ample a relation, I Ihall for the 
benefit oifucb, take fome notice here c£ the firft 
eftablilhment of mafonry in this kingdom. 

And notwithftariding the obfurity which invc- 
lopcS the hiftory of the early ages of our country, 
vftriovw • circiunftances contribute to prove that 



* The Tcmaias of ancient arcbitcAore of much eulier 
date tban the Ramani, the ufages and coftoms of the DruiJ's, 
fo exi&lr agreeable to the ofages of thii infiltiaUn, which 
' prgbahly Ithcy gadiered iom tlie Atagiau, Jbc. 
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free-mafonry was introduced in Britain by th« 
firft inhabitants, and though many ancient re- 
cords of this inftitution were either loft or de- 
ftroyed in the wars of the Saxons and Danes j yet 
we are ftill poffefled of one, which teftifies that 
{o far back as the reign of king Athelstone, 
this fraternity were reftored to, and confirmed 
in their ancient rights and privileges by a new 
charter or royal grant of that king, which is re- 
corded in the old conftitiition, and relates that, 
^ King Athelstone, the grandfon of Alfred 
the great, a mighty architeft, the firft anointed 
king of England, and who tranflated the Holy 
Bible into the Saxon tongue, when he had 
•brought the land into reft and peace, built many 
great works, and encouraged many mafons 
from France, who were appointed overfeers 
thereof, and brought with them the charges and 
regulations of the lodges, preferved fince the 
Roman times, who alfo prevailed with the king 
to improve the conftitution of the Englijb 
lodges, according to the foreign model, and to 
encreafe the wages of working mafons. That the 
faid king's brother, prince- Edwin, being taught 
mafonry and taking upon him the charges of a 
majler-mafon, for the love he had to the faid 
craft, and the honourable principles whereon it 
is founded, purchafed a free charter of his father 
for the mafons to have a correftion among them- 
felves, (as it was ianciently cxprefled,) or a free- 
dom and . power to regulate thcmfelves, to 

amend 
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Atiiend what might happen amifs within the 
craft, and to hold a yearly communication, and 
general aflembly. 

Thit accordingly princ^e Edwin^ fummoned 
ajl the mafons in the realm, to meet him in ^ 
^^^^'^gregation at Torkj in June, A. D, 926. who 
<iamc and compofed a general or grand lodge, of 
vrhich he Was Grand Mafter: And having 
brought with them all the old writings and re- 
cords of the craft extant, fome in Greeks fome 
in ladtinj fome in Frencby and other languages^ 
from the contents thereof, that aflembly framed 
the conjiituiions and charges of an Englijh lodgd,' 
made a law to preferve and obferve the fame in 
all time coming, and ordained good pay for the 
working mafons.'* 

And the craft was greatly encouraged by the 
Saxon and Danijh monarchs, and other eminent 
land wealthy perfonag^s in fucceeding ages \ and 
wholefome laws and regulations were occaQonally 
made and eftablifhed to promote and render per«* 
manent the profperity, honour and harmony of 
the fraternity. For it is alfo recorded, that in 
the glorious reign of king Edward the fhird^ 
who became the patron of arts and fciences, the 
charges and regulations of mafons were, " revifed 
and meliorated, and feveral new regulations 
were ordained ;** from which time to the reign of 
king Hsmy the Jlxthj mafonry continued in a 
flourifliing ftatc, lodges and communications 
l)cin jf more frequently held than ever, and tran- 

M quilit)^, 
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quUity, joy and felicity, univcrfally abounded 

aitiQDgft them. 

This happy fituation of the fociety proved a 
fUfficienc incitement with the commons of that 
d^y to attempt its overthrow^ hy a general fup- 
preflion of their Udges and communications^ 
and taking advantage of the king's minority, in 
the third year of his reign, and the fourth of his 
age, an aft was pafled to prohibit, thiir con- 
federating in chapters or congregations. But the 
pjudent and upright deportment of the brother- 
bood, and the excellence of their principles, pre- 
cepts, and regulations, had gained them fuch 
vniverfal efteem, and good^will, that this fevere 
edift., theefFcftof envy and malevolence in this 
arbitrary fet of men, was never once executed^ 
nor did it in the lead intimidate the mafons from 
holding their adbmblies, or caufe them to take 
any fteps to get it repealed ; confcious of their 
own integrity, they dreaded not its force j on the 
contrary, we find, that in the minority of the 
fame king, a very refpeftable lodge was held 
at Canterbury^ and that a coat of arms, much 
the fame with that of the London company of 
freemen-mafons, was ufed by them ; whence it 
is natunil to conceive, that the faid company is 
defcended of the ancient fraternity % and that 
in former times, no man was made free, of that 
(Company^ until he was initiated in fome lodge 
of free and accepted mafons^ as a . necaflary quali- 

fication* 
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fication*. And it not only appears, that before 
the troubles which happened in the reign of this 
unfortunate prince, free-mafons were univerfally 
efteemed, but even king //^ryhimfelf was made 
a mafon in the year 1442, and many Lords and 
gentlemeH of the court, after his example, (or 
licitcd and obtained admiflion into the fraternity. 
And by what foUows^ we find how very intent 
this prince was to acquire fome knowledge of thp 
fundamental principles, hiftory and traditions 
of the Rcyal Art^ even before he was initiated; and 
from wheace may alio be gathered many of 
the original principles of the ancient focietyj 
on which the inftitution of free-tnafonry was in- 
grafted. 

No doubt but every reader will feel fome fa- 
tisfai^lion in looking over this antique relation, 
though none more fo than the true and faitbfyl 
irotbery in obferving the glimmering conjeftures 
of an uMcntigbtened perfon, upon the funda- 
mental principles, hiftory and traditions of tbe 
royal artj though a philofopher of as great 
merit and penetration as this nation ever prq- 
duced. 
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* This 18 the conflaht praAice at this day amongft tfte 
9firati'9€ mmjint in our After kingdom, SutUnd* 

M z 'Jlattt 



( »4 ) 

A letter from the learned Mr. John Locke, to tie 
right Hon. Thomas Earl of Pembroke, with an 
eld manufcri^t on the fuhjegl of free-mafonry. 

Mj^ Lord, 6th Miry, 1696, 

I Have at length, by the help of Mr. Collins 
procured a copy of that M.S. in the Bodleian 
library, which you were fo curious to fee : and, 
in obedience to your Lordfliip's commands, I 
herewith fend it to you. Moft of the notes 
annexed to it, are what I -made yefterday ' for the 
reading of my lady Maftiam, who is become fo 
fond of mafonry, as to fay, that (he now more 
than ever wifhes herfelf a man, that fhe might 
be capable of admifllon into the fraternity. 

The M. S. of which this is a copy, appears^ 
to be about 1 60 years old ; yet (as your lordfliip 
will obferve by the title) it is itfelf a copy of one 
yet more ancient by about 100 years : for the 
original is faid to have been the hand-writing of 
K, Henry VL Where that prince had it is at 
preient an uncertainty \ but it feems to me to 
be an examination (taken perhaps before the 
king) of fome one of the brotherhood of mafonsv 
among whom he cntred himfelf, as it is faid^ 
when lie came out of his minority, and thence- 
forth put a Hop to a perfecutioi^ tha^ h^d been 
raifed againft them : But I muft not detain your 
lordfliip longer by my preface from the thing 
kfclf., 

Cert(Pfn^ 
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C^toj/ne quejiyons^ with awnfweres to the famij 
concerning the nr/ftery of maconrye ; writ tent 
iy the bande of kynge Henrye the Jixtbe of the 
name^ and faithfully e copyed by me (i) Johan 
Leylande antiquariuSy by the commaunde of bis 
(2) highneffe. 

iThey be asfollowethj 

l^eji. WJHAT mote ytt be? (3) 

VV Anfw. Ytt becth the fkyUe of 
fiature, the underitondyiige of the myghte that 
ys hcreynne, and its fondrye werckynges -, fon- 
derlyche, the Ikylle of reftenyngs, of waightcs 
;and metynges, wd the treu manere of f aeon* 
nynge al thynges for mannes ufe, headlye, dwel- 
lynges, and buyldynges of alle kindcs, and al 
odher thynges that make gudde to manne* 



(1) John Inland wiu appointed by Henry VWU at thfi 
/dilTolQtion of monafterieg, to iearch for» and (are fac)i 
books and records ai were valuable among tbem. He was 
a man of great labour and iaduftry. 

(2} His big^tttft^ meaning the {aid king Henry VIIL 
Oat kings bad not tbea the title of majefty. 

(3} tngt mtijftt it f That is, what may this myfterj 
of mafonry be? The anfwer imports, that it confifts in 
natoral, mathematical and mechanical knowledge. Some 
part of wl)ich {as appears by i|rhat follows) the malbna 
pretend to have tanght the reft of mankind, and fome part 
fhey jbo!|ld ponce^l, 
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^eft. Where dyd ytt begyne ? 

jinfw. Ytt dyd begynne mth the (4) fyrfle 
menne yh the cfte, whych were before the (5) 
0yrfte manne of the mtft^ and comynge weftlye, 
ftt hathe brought herwyxh aUe comforfies U) the 
wylde and comfortlefie. 

^eji. Who dyd brynge ytt welllyc ? 

jinfw. The (6) Venetians, whoo beynge grate 
merchandes, corned ffyrft ffromme the cite yun 
Venetia, for the commodytye of marchaundy- 
fynge beith efte and wefte, bey the rodde and 
myddlelonde fees, 

^efl. Howe comede ytt yn Engelonde ? 

^— »»i»»^«P—i-^»»— ^»^— *^P^»»»^*iy»^i'^»^^— ^«^|— ^W^ITK^^^y Milt 1^ 1 I W I ■ I p , y , 

(4) ( j) Fjrjfe mernie yn the EJie^ &c. It Ihojtid ktm by 
tiif that nabiVA bcliero there were xneji is eke caft befbte 
A<iMif who U cftlled iht ffyrik qmam iof the w«ft ; and 
that arts, and fciencea began io the «afl. Some aaihora 
of great note for learning have been of the fame opinion ; 
aad it is certaia that Europe and Africa {whidi in xtSj^sSi 
to Afia, may be called weHern countries) were wild and 
fiiTage, long after arts and fwftftenefs of naoners ^ere ia 
great perfeAion in Chtna, and ihe Indies. 

(6) ^bi FitnrtNmjf &e. In th^ time of monfcifli ignorance 
it is no wonder that the Phenicians fltoold be niftaken for 
the Venetians. Or, perhaps, if the people were not taken 
one for the other, fimifitnde of fbnnd miglit deceive the 
clerk who firft took down the examination* The Phetii* 
cians were the greateft voysger^Mtfnong the anciems, and 
were in Europe thooght to be the ntrentors of letters, whiA' 
perhaps they broDght from the eaft with other artt. * 



i. 
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Anfiv. Peter Gower (7) a Grecian, journcycdde 
fibr kunnyngc yn Egyptc, and yn Syria, and yn 
everyche londe whereas the Venetians hadde plaun^ 
tedde maconrye, and wynnynge entrauncc yn al 
lodges of maconnes, he lerned muche, and re* 
tournedde, and woned yn Grecia magna (8) 



(7) Peter Gonxxr, This muft be another mtftake of the 
wilter, I was p«zz1ed at firft to gads whb Peter Gower 
IbeuM ^ die name beiBf perfedily Englifli ; or haw a 
Greek fhoold come by fuch a name : Bat as fbon as I 
thought of Pythagoras, 1 could fcarce forbear fmilingy to 
find that philofopher bad undergone a metempfycofis^ he 
never dreamt of. We uccd only coniider the French pre- 
nounciation of his name, Pythagore, that is Petagore, to 
conceive how eafily fach a xnillake might be made by aa 
imleamed clerk. That Pythagoras travelled for knowledge 
into Egyptf &c. is known to all the learned ; and that he 
was initated into ftveral different orders of priefh, whe ia 
tho(b days kept all their learning fecret from the vulgar, i» 
as well known. Pythagoras alfo, made every geometrical 
theorem a fecret, and admitted only fuch to the knowledge 
6f them, as had firft undergone a five years filence. He 
bibppflfed to be the itrventor of the XLVIL propoficion of 
the firft boofc of Eodid, for which^ in the joy of his heart, 
it Is faid he facrificed a hecatomb. He alfo knew the true 
fyfiem of the world, lately revived by Cepcrnicos ; and was 
cenainty a moft wonderful man. See his life by Dion HalJ. 

(8) Qrecia Magna^ a part of Itely formerly fo called. 
In which the Greeks had^ttled a large colony. 

wachfynge. 
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tVachfyngc, and becommyngc a myghtyc {gj 
wyfeacre, and greatelyche renowned, and her he' 
framed a grate lodge at Groton (lo) and maked 
itiany maconnesf, fome whereoffe dyd jeurneye yn 
Fraunce, and maked many maconnes, where- 
fromme, yn proceffe of tyme^ the arte pafled y» 
Engelonde. 

^eft. Dothe macortnes defcouef hefe fltttes 
unto odhers ? 

jin/w. Peter Gower whenne he journcyeddc to 
krnne, was ffy rfte ( 1 1 ) made, and anoqne tcch- 
cdde ; cvenne foe fhulde all odhefs beyrt rccht^ 
Nathelefs (12) macorines hauethc always yn eve-* 
ryche tyme from tyme to tyme communycatedde 

ta 



(9) IVyfeaeri. This word at prefient fignifies fimpktOB, 
but fornierly had a qaite contrary meaning. Wetfager i» 
the old Saxon, is philofopher, wifeman or wizard^ and hav- 
ing been freqaently ufed ironically^ at length came to have 
a direft meaning in the ironical fenfe. Thus* Dans Septus^ 
a man famed for the fubtility and aeatenefs of his under- 
ftanding, has by the fame method of irony, given a general 
name to modern dunces. 

(10) Groton, Groton is the name of a place in England. 
The place here meant is Crotona» a city of Grecia Magna* 
which in the tinie of Pythagoras was very populous. 

(11) Fyrftt madi^ The word modi I fuppoTe has a parti* 
cnlar meaping among the mafons 1 perhaps it ilgnifieSt 
initiated. 

' (12) Maconnes hauith ammuirfcaiedJe, &c. This paragraph 
hath fomething remarkable in it. It contains a juMfication 

of 
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to munnkynde foche of her fecr^ttes as general- 
lyche myghte be ufefuUe; they haueth keped 
backe foche allein as (hulde be harmef lUle y ff 
they corned yn cuylle haundes, oder foche as nc 
myghte be holpynge wythouten the techynges to 
l)c joinedde herwythe in the lodge, oder foche as 
do bynde the freres more ftrongelyche togeder, 
tey the proffytte dnd commodytye comyng to 
the confrerie herfromme, 

^ejl. Whatte artes haueth the maconnes 
tcchedde mankynde ? 

Anfw. The artes (13) agricultural architeftura 
aftronomia, geometria, numeres, mufica, poefe, 
kymifby, govemmente, and relygyonne. 

I^eji. Howe commethe maconnes more tea- 
chers than odher menne ; 

Anfw. The hemfelfc haueth allein in (14) arte 

of 



of tke fecreey Q$ much kodfted of by malbosy and fo much 
blamed by others ; afierting that they have in all ages dis- 
covered fuch things as might be ufefol, aed that they coa- 
ceai fttch only ab would be hurtful either to the world or 
themfelves. What thefe fecrecs are, we fee afterwaNa. . 

(15) 7h» arts^ mgricttitMrt, i^. It ieem« a bold preleoce 
this of the mafon^, tbaC they have Uught mankind all thefe 
arts. They have their own aothority for it ; and I know 
«ot kow we ihall difprove theofc. But what appears moft 
odd, is* that they reckon religion among the arts. 

(14) Arte ofjffynditrg nfi^ ariet. The art of inventing vt*, 
jQiift certainly be- a wA ufeful art. My }oid Baco&*6 N^ 
vum Organum U ^ a^ttippt towards ioAethAog of the fefie 
. N ' kiu* 
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^^fi' Wylle he teche me thay fame artes ? 

Anfw. Ye fhalle be techedde yfFye be warthyc, 
and able to lerne. 

§^ejt. Dothe all maconnes knnne more then 
odher menne ? 

Jnfw. Not fo. Thay onlyche haueth recht 
an4 occafyonne more then odher menne to kunne, 
but manye doeth fale yn capacity, and manye 
more doth want induftrye, thatt y s perneceflkry« . 
for the gaynynge all kunnynge. 

^ejl. Are maconnes gudder men then odhers ? 

Jnfw. Some maconnes are not fo vertuous as 
fome other menne ; but yn the mofte parte, thay 
be more gude than they wouldc be yf thay war 
not maconnes. 

S^cjl. Doth maconnes love ejdther odher 
jnyghtylye as beeth fayde ? 

Anfiv. Yea verylyche, and yt may not odher- 
¥rifc be : For gude menne and treu, kennynga 
eidher odher to be foche, doeth always love the 
more as thay be more gude. 

Here endetbe the que/iyonnes^ an4 dwnfwers. 

I know not what cfFeft the fight of this old 
paper may have upon your lordftiip ; but for 
my own part I cannot deny, that it has fo much 
raifed my curiofity, as to induce me to enter my- 
fclf into the fraternity, which I am determined 
to do (if I may be admitted) the next time I go 
to Ix>ndon, and that will be fliortly. I am, 
My Lordj 

Tour Lordjhifs mofi obedient^ 

And moji bumble fervantj 

John Locke. 
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A Gloflary to explain the old words in the fori'' 

going manufcript. 



^LLEIN, only 
Alweys^ always 
Beithe^ both 
Commodytye^ conve- 

niency 
Confrerie^ fraternity 
Faconnynge^ forming 

Fore-fayingCy prophe- 
cying 

Freresy brethren 
Headlye, chiefly 

« 

Hem plefelkej they 
pleafe 
Hemfelfey themfelves 
Her J there, their 
HereynnCy therein 
Herwytby with it 
Holpynge^ beneficial 
Kunney know 
Kunnyngey knowledge 
Make guddey are bene- 
ficial 

M^tynges^ meafyres 
^ote^ may 



Myddlelonde^ Mediter- 
ranean 

MyghUy power 

Occafyonne^ opportu- 
nity 

Odery or 

Onelycbey only 

Pernecejfaryey abfolutely 

neceffary 
Preifey honour 
Rechty right, 
ReckenyngSy numbers 
Sender lycbey particularly^ 
Skylky knowledge 
Wackfyngey growing 
PFercky operation 
fVeyy way 
WbereaSy where 
JVonedy dwelt 
Wunderwerckyngey 

working miracles 
JVylde^ favage 
Jfynm/ngey gaining 
Tnn^ into 
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It would be next to an impoflib'iJity to enu- 
merate all the Royal, Noble, and Eminent perfon- 
ages, who have thought it no diminution of their 
dignities to proteft and patronize the crafty and 
to prefide as Grand Masters over the fraternity 
in different parts of the globe. However, the; 
following catalogue of thofc who have fat in So- 
lomon's chair in this kingdom*, together with 
their deputies and provincial Grand Masters 
for near 50 years paft, may not be unacceptable 
tathe readfer, and at the fame time muft put to 
filcnce and fliame any who look upon free-mafon-- 
ry, as a trifling inftitution. 

X721. John Montague^ duke of Montague, 
grand mafter. 

John Beal, dodor of phyfic, deputy grand 
taafter. 

1722* Philip Wharton^ duke of Wharton, 
grand mafter 

J. Theo. Defaguliers, L. L. D. and F. R. S, 
deputy grand mafter. 

1723. F. Scotty £• of Dalkieth, late duke of 
Buccleugh, grand mafl;er. 

J. Theo. Defaguliers, L. L. D. arid F. R. S. 
deputy grand mafter. 

1 724. C. LenoXy duke of Richmond, Leno-x, 
and Aubigny, grand mafter. 



♦ For the Grand Maftcrs in Scotland, Vide further on. 

Martin 



% 
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Martin Folkes, Efq-, deputy grand mailer, 

1725. y. Hamilton^ Lord Paifley, now E, of 
Abercorn, grand matter, 

J. Theo. Defaguliers, X. L. D. and F, R, S. 
deputy grand matter. 

1726. Ifilliam Obriah^ earl of Inchiqiiin, 
grand matter. 

William Cowper, Efq ; deputy grand matter. 

1727. Henry Hare^ lord Coleraine, grand 
matter. 

Alexander Chocke, Efq; deputy grand matter. 

1728. James King^ Lord Kingfton, grand* 
matter. 

Nathaniel Blackerby, Efq; deputy grand 
matter. 

1729-30. Thomas Hoivard^ duke of Norfolk, 
grand matter. 

Nathaniel Blackerby, Efq; deputy grand 
matter. 

173 1. T. Cooke^ Ld. Lovel, afterwards E, of 
Leicetter, grand matter. 

Thomas Batfon, Efq; deputy grand matter. 

1732. Anthony Brown^ lord Vifc. Montacu^c, 
^rand matter. 

Thomas Batfon, Efq; deputy grand matter. 

1733. James Lyon^ carl of Strathmore, grand 
matter. 

• Thomas Batfon, Efq; deputy grand matter. 

1734. John Lindfay^ E. of Crawford, pri- 
-mier earl of Scotland, grand matter. 

5ir Cecil Wray, Bart, deputy grand mailer. 
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tJiS* Thomas Thynne^ Ld. Vifc. Weymouth, 
grand mailer. 

John Ward, Efq; deputy grand matter. 
' '73^ John Campbell^ earl of Loudoun, grand 
matter. 
. John Ward, Efq; deputy grand matter. 

1737. Edward Bligb^ earl of Darnley, grand 
matter. 

John Ward, Efq; deputy grand matter. 

1738. H. Bridges^ marq. of Carnarvon, now 
D. of Chandos, grand matter. 

John Ward, Efq; deputy grand matter. 

1739. Robert Raymond^ lord Raymond, grand 
inafter. 

William Grseme, Dr. of phyfick, deputy 
gf and mafler. 

1 740. John Keitby earl of Kintore, grand matter. 
' William Grasme, Dr. of phyfic, deputy grand 
matter. 

- 1 741 -2. 7' Dcugiafsy E. of Morton, Kt. of 
the thiftle, grand matter. 

Martin Clare, M. A. and F. R. S. deputy 
grand matter. 

1743-4. John fVard, now lord Vifcount 
Dudley and Ward, grand'matter. 

Sir Robert Lawley, Bart, deputy grand matter* 

1745-6. Thomas Lyoth carl of StraJlj^jwre, 
•grand matter. 

William Vaughan, Efq; deputy grand matter. 

1747-8. James Cranftoun^ lord Cranftoun, 
grand matter. 

Edward 
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Edward Hody, Dn of phyfic, and F* R. S* 
deputy grand mailer. 

1 749-50- 1. H^lUam J^yroftj lord Byroft, grand 
tnz&et. 

Fotherky Bakef , Efq-, dqAity grand matter. 

^752* 7^i^ Proby, lord Catysfort, grand 
toafter% 

Tiioma$ Manningham, Dr. of phyfic, deputy 
grand mailer. 

*754* -^w*^ Bridges, matq. of Carnarvon, 
fen and heir to Henry Duke of Chandos, fon- 
merly grand mafter, grand mailer. 

Thomas Manningham, Dr. of phyfic, deputy 
^>and Inafter^ . 

i 757^ Sialto. Charles Diuglafs^ lord Abcrdour, 
uxom earl of Morton, grand mailer. 
Mr. Jolin Revis, deputy grand maftpr. 

4 i/6x. fFsiJhif^tan Shirky^ carl Ferrers, grand 
fxiailerw 

Mr. Joim Revis, deputy grand mailer. 

1764. CtfJw^//^e/^, lord Blancy, grand mailer. 
Col. John Saker, deputy ^and mafter. 

1767. Henry Bridges, Duke of Beauforti 
•grand mafter. 

The Honourable Charles Dillon, Efq; de- 
puty grand matter. 

O DEPU. 
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DEPUTATIONS for Provincial GkAiroi 
Masters were granted, 

■ 

In 1726, by hord Paijleyj grand maffcr. 
To Sir Edward ManfellyB^onetyf or SouthVf^es: 
Hugh JVarburtm^ Efquire, for North Wales^ 

In 1728, by Lord Kingfton^ grand mafter. 
To George Prnfret^, Efquire, foe Bengal, in the 

Eaft-Indies^ 

1729, by the Duke ^ NorfoJkj grand mafter. 

To Captain Ralph Farwinter^ for the Eaft-Indies, 

Monfieur ^buanuSy for the circle of Lower 

Saxony. 
Mr. Daniel Cox, for New Jerfey^ in America. 

In 1 73 1, by I-ord Lovell^ late Earl of Leicef- 

tery grand mafter; . 
To Captain Jcbn Phillip j for all the Ruffiasr 
; Captain Jame^Cpmmerford^ for the Pi^vince 

of Andalufia, in Spain. 
, Sir Edward Matthews for Shropjfhire. 

In 1 734, by the Earl of Crapfurd^ grandmaftcr. 
To Edward Entwizle^ Efquire for Lancaftiire. 
Jofepb Lay cocky Efquire, for Durhaiii. . 
Matthew Ridley ^ Eiquire, for Nbrtluin}berland. 

In 1 736, by the Earl of Loudoun^ grand niafter. 

To Robert h'omlinfonj Efquire, for New-England. 

John Hammerton^ Efqture, for South Catplina. 

David Cr eight OHy M. D. for Cape Coaft in. 

A&ica. 

. la 
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In 1737, by the Earl ofDamley^ grand mafter. 
To James fFatfon, ' Efquirc, for the Ifland of 

Montferrat. 
Ceorge Hamilton^ Efquire, for the State of 

Geneva. 
Henry William Marjhalchy Efquire, Hereditary 

Marefchal of Thuringia, for Upper Saxony, 
William Douglas^ Efquire, for the Coaft of 

Africa and Iflands of America, where no 

particular deputation had been granted 
Richard RiggSj Efquire, for New York. 

In 1738, by the Marquis of Carnarvon^ now 
Duke of Chandois^ grand mafter. 

To William Horton^ Efquire, for the Weft 
Riding of the County of York. 

His Excellency Governor Matthew^ for the 
Leeward Iftandst. 

In 1739, by Lord Raymond^ grand mafter. 
To the Marquis Des Marches^ for Savoy and 
PiedmonL 

In 1740, by the Eail of Kintore^ grand mafter. 
To his RxccWencyJames Keitb^ for all the Ruflias. 

Matthew Albert Luttman^ Efquire, for Ham- 
burgh, and the Circle of Lower Saxony. 

Edward Rooke^ Efquire, for the Weft Riding 
of the County of York, in the room of 
William Horton, Efq; deceafed. 

Thomas Baxter^ Efquire, his Majefty's Attor- 
ney-General, for the Ifland of Barbadoes, 
and of all the Iflands to the Windward 
4;)f Guardaloup. O 2 la 
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In 1742, by Lord IFard^ now Vifcount 
Dufllq^, grand maftcr* 
To Mr. tVilliam RatchdalCj for the County of 
Lancaftcr. 
Ballard Beckford^ George Hynde^ and Alexander 
Crawford^ Efquires, for the Ifland of Jamaica. 
Thomas Oxnard, Efquirc, for North America, 
In 1744, byth^ BavlofSfr^ibmrfj grand maft^r. 
To Alured Popple^ Efquire, for Bermudas, 

In 1 746, by Lord CranftoHtij gr^d maftcr. 
To Captain Cofnmins» for C^ipe-B^eton and Loiuf- 
. burgh, 

In 1747, 1748, 1749, 1750, lysijby Lord 
Byrotfj grand mafter. 
To William Allen^ Efquirc, Recorder of Phila- 
delphia, for Penfilvania, in America. 

Count Dennejkiold Laurwigj for Denmark and 
Norway, 

Lieutenant Colonel James Adolpbus Ougbton^ 
for the IQand of Minorca. 

Francis Goelet^ Efquire, for the Province of 
New York. 

In 1 752, 1 753, by Lord Ctfr)»j/i?r/, grand maften 
To William Pye^ Efquire, for the County of 
Cornwall. ' 
James Montrifor^ Efquire, for Gibraltar. 
His Excellency Governor Tink^j for thelBa- 

hama Iflands. 
Sir Robert de Cornwallj Baronet, for the Coun- 
ties of Worgcfter, Gloiu:cfter, Satop, Mon- 
mouth, an4 I-Jercford^ Qiorga 
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George Harrifinj Efquirc, for the Province of 

New York. 
fbomas Dorne^ Efquirc, for Gucmfey, Jerfey, 

Aldemey, Sark, and Arme, in the Britiih 

ChanneL 

In 1754, 1755, by the Marquis di Carnarvon^ 
grand mafter. 
To Pieter Leigb^ Efquire, Chief Juftice of South 
Carolina, for South Carolina. 

David Jones Gwynne^ of Talliaries, Efquire, 
for South Wales, in the room of Sir Ed- 
ward ManfelK 

The Reverend and Honourable Frances Byam^ 
D. D. for Antigua. 

T'he Honourable Roger Draie^ Enquire, at 
fiengal, for Eaft India. 

Jeremiah Gridleyj Efquire, for all North Ame- 
rica, where no Provincial is appointed. 

William At^nardj Efquire, for Barbadoes, 
and all other his Majefly -s Iflands to the 
Windward of Guardaloup. 

jEdw^d Galliardy Efquire, fpr St^ Euftatius,* 
Saba, and St. Martb, Dutch Carribbee 
Iflands in Anierica, : 

John Head^ Gent, CoUeftor of the Cuftoms zt 
Scilly, for Scilly, and the adjacent Iflands. 

Johft Antbom/ Hinuberj for all liisMajcfty*s 
Dominiofis in Germany, with a Power to 
choofe Succeflbrs, 

^obn Page^ of Hawthorn, Efqujre, for tjie 

Countjr 
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County Palatine of CheftcTt and tbe Citf 
and County of Chcfter. 

In 1758, 1759, 1760, by Lord Aheriour^ 
grand mafter. 
To William Jarvis^ Efquire, for Antigua. 
Edward Baccaiy Efquire, for Norwich, and die 
County of Norfolk. 

James Bradfnrd^ Efquire, for the Bahanna 

Iflands. 
Gottfried Jacob J'Cnifcby M. D« for Hamburgh 

and Lower Saxony. 
John Smithy Efq-, for the County of Lancaften 
Cry Elliot^ Eiq; for Georj^ 

In 1 761, 1762, by Lord Otryrfart^ grand 

matter. 
To William Vaughan^ Elq-, for North Wales. 
John Lewis J for Andalufia, and pbces adjacent* 
Benjamin Smithy Efquire, for Carolina. 
Thomas Marriott Perkins^ Efqj for the Muf- 

queta Shore. 

In 1763, by Ead Ferrers^ grand mafter. 
To Cutting Smithy Efq; for Eaft India. 

Thomas Marriott PerkinSj £% for Jam^a. 

In 1764, 1765, by Lord Blaney^ grand mafter. 

To Cajptain John Blewittj for Eaft India, where 

no other Is appointed. 

' Dodor Dyoftjfius Manafe^ for Armenia. 

• Ccorge Augttftus^ Baron of Hamnicrftein, for 

Weftphalia. 

' James Tpd^ gfq; for Bombay. 

Ernei 



\ 
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Emejl Siegmowi de L^wiiZj for the Dukedon 

of B.runfwick. 
'His Excellency Rohert Melville^ Eftjuire; for 
the Greater and Leffer Granadoes, St. Viiv- 
cent, Dominica, Tobago,^&c, 
Mllborne JVeft^ Efq; for Canada. 
John Stone^ Efquire, for Barbadoes. 
>^Jslm George Hemy Ctmnt de fFertbeny for Up- 
per Saxony. 

In 1767, by his Grzcc Henry Duke iff Bem^ 
fart^ gra04 naafter. 
^-^ SmUhf E% (nicniber of parliament) for 

• Somerfetihire. 
': The lunixmnhlc Boyk 1Vaywgh4m^ (niend>er 
of parliament) for Kent, 
J,J^ DeVignoUsy for foreign lodges, wl 
Jio provincial is appointed. 



» f 
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An Account of the Establishment of the 
PRESENT Grand Lodge 2^Sgotlahp< 




H E fraternity of Pkefi-MAsdNS irf 
Scotl^d always owned their king and 
fovereign as their grafld-maftcr i Ta 
his authority they fubmitted all dif" 
putes that happened amongft the brethren. When 
not a mafm himfelf^ he appointed one of the 
brethren to prefxde as his deputy at all their meet- 
ings, and to regulate all matters concerning the 
traft. Accordingly we find James I. 1430^ 
that patron of learning, countenancing the lodges 
with hb prefence, " as the royal grand-mafter % 
till he fettled an yearly revenue of four pounds 
Scots, to be paid by every mafter mafon in 
Scotland, to a grand mafter choien by the 
*' brethren, and approved of by the crown, one 
nobly born, or an eminent clergyman, who 
had his deputies in cities and counties •, and 
" every new brother at entrance* paid him alfo a 
** fee. His office empowered him to regulate 



C4 



C( 



C< 



«< 



« 






( 105 ) 

<< in the fraternity what fhould not come under 
•* the cognizance of law-courts ; to him appeal- 
** ed both mafon and lord^ or the builder and 
founder when at variance, in order to prevent 
law-pleas ; and in his abfence they appealed to 
♦'his deputy or grand-wardens that reride4 
♦* next to the premifes." 

1 44 1. William St. Clair, carl of Orkney and 
Caithnefs, baron of Roflin, 6? f . 6f r. got a grant 
of this office from king James II. He counte- 
nanced the lodges with his prefeiice, propagated 
the royal art, and built the chapel of Roflin, 
that mafter^piece of Gothic archite£ture. Ma* 
fonry now began to fpread its benign influence 
through the country, and many noble and fliate- 
ly buildings were reared by the prince and no- 
bles during the time of grand- mafl:er Roflin. By 
another deed of the faid king James II. this office 
was made hereditary to the faid William St. Clair, 
and his heirs and fucceflbrs in the barony of 
Roflin : in which noble family it has continued 
without any interruption till of late years. The- 
barohs of Roflin have ever fince continued to 
prove the patrons of mafonry, in counteivincing 
the lodges, determining in all mattery Ql|4Jiflreren<;e 
anxongfl: the brethren, and fupporting with be- 
coming dignity the charaiStcr of grand-mafter 
mafon over all Scotland. ■ They held their hea<J 
court (or in mafon ftyle) aflTembled their grand 
lodge at Kilwinning in the weft country, where 
' it is prcfumed maibns firft began in Scotland to 

? hold 
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hold regular and ftatcd lodges. Nay^ it is even 
alkdged, that in this * place thc'royal art firfi 
made its appearance, and the brethren, meet- 
ing here with hofpitality and prot5c6tion, formed 
themfelves into a lodge ; and their peaceable be- 
haviour, their hofpitable and generous difpofi- 
tions, recommending them to the notice of the 
country, they were foon aflbciated by* the great 
and wealthy from all parts. In proceis of time 
the craft became more numerous, and lodges more 
jfrequent throughout the country ; the lodge of 
Kilwinning, under authority of the noWe grand- 
mafters, granting charters of ereftion and con- 
ftitution to the brethren to form themfelves into 
regular lodges, always under the proper provi- 
fions and reftrifticms, for their adhering to the 
ftridl principles of true eH mafonry, and pre- 
ferving amongft themfelves that harmony and 
union which ought, and always has fobfifted 
amongft the fraternity. 

Such continued to be the ftate of mafonry, 
whilft the family of Rodin were in flourilhing and 
pfofperous circumftances : but that once opulent 
and noble family, through their too great gene- 
i»ofity, friiing Iwtck in the world, ?he prefcnt rc- 



• • Thofe whb mean any thing more by KikMinning ma- 
fans, than that they are of the body of in;afons, which firjf 
formed themfelves intt) a regular inftitation at Kiltwinmng, 
miiftbe miiUken. The ^and i^t 9^1 Edinhitrgk, alwayjs 
tohji the lodge of Kihmnnhg 99 their mother hdge. 

' prefentative 
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pFcfentative William Sinclair of Roflip, Efq; 
(a real mafon, and a gentleman of the greateit 
candour and benevolence, inheriting his prede- 
ceflbrs virtues without their fortune) was obliged 
to dilpone the eftate ; and, having no children 
of his own, was loth that the office oi grand 
majler^ now vefled in his perfon, fhould be- 
come vacant at his death: more elj^fccially,. as 
there was but finall profpeft of the brethren of 
this country receiving any countenance or pro- 
ledtion from the crown (to whom the office na- 
turally reverted, at the failure of the Rodin fa- 
mily,) as in ancient days, our kings and princes 
continually refiding in England. 

Upon thcfc confiderations, (Oftober 1 5, 1 736.) 
having aflembled the brethren of the lodges in and 
about Edinburgh, grand-mafter St. Clair repre- 
fented to them how beneficial it would be to the 
caufe of mafonfy in general to have a grand-maf- 
ter, agendemanornoblemanof their own country, 
one of their own elefting, to patronize arid prd- 
tecl the craft; and that, as hereditary grand-maf- 
ter over all Scotland, he had called this meeting, 
in order to condefcend on a proper plan for efc(^- 
ingof z grand-ma fier^ and that in order to pro- 
fnote fo laudable a defign, hepropofed to refign 
into the hands of the brethren, or whomfoever 
they fhould be pleafcd to elcft, all right, 
claim, or title whatever, which he or his fuc- 
ceflbrs have to reign as grand-mafter over the 
mafons inr Scotland •, and recommended to the 

Pa brethren. 
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btcthreii, to Icok out for a nohktnan or gmU-* 
manj one of the craft, fit to fuccecd his noble 
predeceflbrs, a man qualified to patronize and 
protcd the fociety, and fupport the character of 
grand' majler with the honour and dignity be- 
coming that high ftation ; and concluded with 
recommending to them unanimity, harmony, 
and brotherly love, in all their proceedings 
thereanent. 

The brethren taking mto confideration what 
the grand-malter had, above Teprefented, refolv- 
cd upon proper ruks and regulations, to be ob-. 
ferved in the ele<Slion of a grand-mafter againft 
St. Andrew's day next -, and that they might not 
be laid to take any ftep without the countenance 
and approbation of the more diftant lodges, they 
ordered the following letter to be wrote to all the 
lodges throughout Scotland, inviting them to 
appear by themfelves or proxies, in order to coa-^ 
cur in promoting fo laudable a fcheme. 

THE four lodges in and about Edinburgh 
having taken to their ferious cpnfidcra- 
tion, the great lofs that mafonry has fuftained 
thro* the want of a grand-mafter, authorized 
us to fignify to you, our good and worthy bre- 
" thren, our hearty defire and firm intention, 
*' to chufe a grand-mafter for Scotland ; and in 
^' order the fame may be done with the greateft 

" harmony, we hereby invite you (^as we have 

" done 
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^ done all the other regular lodges known by 
*' us,) to concur in fuch a great and good work^ 
*' whereby it is hoped mafonry may be reftored 
" to its ancient luftre m this kingdom : And 
for effeftuating this laudable defign, we hum- 
bly defire, that, . betwixt and Martinmas day 
** next, you will be pleafed to give us a brotherly 
aniwcr in relation to the eledion of a grand- 
tnafter^ which we propofe to be on St. An- 
drew's day, for the firft time, and ever there- 
** after to be upon St. John the Baptiji's day, or 
^ as the grand lodge ftiall appoint by the ma- 
** jority of voices, which are to be colledled 
from the matters and wardens of all the regu- 
lar lodges then prefent, or by proxy to any 
mafter-mafon or fellow-craft in any lodge in 
** Scotland : And the eleftion is to be in Mary*s 
Chapel. .AH that is hereby propofed is for 
the advancement and profperity of mafonry 
in its greateft and moft charitable perfedtion, 
We hope and expe6t a fuitable return \ wherein 
if any lodge are defeftive, they have them- 
'^felves only. to blame. We heartily wifh you 
all manner of fuccefs and^ profperity, and ever 
are, with great refpeft, your affed-ionatc and 
" loving brethren, 6?r. 

(Mary's Chapel. Nov. 36. 1736.) 
This day being appointed for the eledtion of 
a grand-majier and other officers to compofe the 
grand lodge of Scotland^ the following lodges 

appeared by themfelvcs or proxies : vir. 

Mary's 
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Mary's Chapel, 
Kilwinning, 
Canongate Kilwining, 
Kilwinning Scots arms, 
Kilwinning Leith, 
Kilwinning Glafgow, 

Cupar of Fife, 

Linlithgow, 

Dumfermline^ 

Dundee^ 

Dalkieth, 

Aitchefon's haven, 

Selkirk, 

Invernefs, 

Lafmahego, 

St. Bride's at Douglas, 
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Strathat^ert, ^ 

Hamilton, 
Lanerk, > 

Dunfe, 

Kirkaldie, 
Journeymen mafqns, 
Edin. 

KirkentuUoch, > 
Biggar, . . 

Sanquhar, . , . - 
Peebles, 
. GlafgowSt.Mungo?s, 
Greenock, 
Falkirk, ' 
Aberdeen, 

Canongate and Lei(h, 
Leith and Canong^, 
Montrofe. 



When the lodge was duly met, and the roll's 
called over, there was produced the following re- 
fignation of the office of grand-mafter,hy William 
St. Clair of Roflin, Efq; in favour of the bre- 
thren, or whomfoever they fliould be pleafed tb 
cled to that high office. 



cc 
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I William St. Clair oi Roflin, Efq; taking 
to my confideration, that the mafons in 
Scotland did, by fcveral deads, conftitute and 
*^ appoint William and Sir William St. Clairs of 
** Roflin, my anceftors, and their Ircirs, to he 
** their patrons^ protedors, judges or matters ; 

"Wd 
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^ and that my holding or claiming any fuch ju- 
*\ rifdi&ion, right or privilege, might be preju- 
*' dicial to the crafi and vacation of mafonry^ 
*< whereof I am a member -, and I being defirous 
*' to advance and promote the good and utility 
** of the laid craft of mafonry to the utmoft of 
*** my power, do therefore hereby, for me and . 
*^ my heirs, renounce, quit claim, overglve and 
difcharge all right, claim or pretence that I^ 
or my heirs, had, have, or any ways may have, 
** pretend to, or claim, to be patron, protedor, 
*^ judge or mafter of the mafons in Scodand, in 
*^ virtue of any deed or deeds made and granted 
** by the faid mafons, or of any grant or charter 
*' made by any of th^ kings of Scotland, to and 
^ in favours of the faid WilKam and Sir William 
** St. Clairs of Roflin, my predeceflbrs -, or any 
* other manner of way whatfoever, for now 
and ever: And I bind and oblige me, and my 
*' heirs, to warrant this prefent renunciation and 
*^ difcharge at all hands : And I confent to the 
regiftration hereof in the books of council and 
fefliOn, or any other judges books competent 5 
*• therein to remain for prefervation ; and there- 
*' to I conftitute 

my procurators, 6fr. 
ift witnefs whereof I have fubfcribed thefe pre* 
fents (written by David Maiil writer to the 
(ignet) at Eefinbiirgh, the twenty fourth day 
*Vof November, one thoufand feven hundred 
and thirty fox yearSy before thefe witnefles, 
(Seorge Frafcr deputy-auditor of the excife 

in 
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** in Scotland, mafter of the Canongate lodge? ^ 
" and William Montgomery merchant in Leith^ ' 
" mafter of the Lcith lodge. 

WM. ST. CLAIR- 
Geo. Frafer, Canongate JCilwinning, witnefs, 
Wm. Montgomery, Leith Kilwinning, witnefs. 
Which being read, was ordered to be recorded 
in the books to be hereafter kept in the grand 
lodge of Scotland. 

After this the brethren proceeded to the elec- 
tion of a grand-mafter \ and, in confidcration 
of his noble and ancient family, for the zeal he 
himfelf had now fhown for the good and prof- 
perity of the craft, they thought they could not 
confer that high honour upon any brother better 
qualified, or more properly entitled, than William 
St. Clair of Roflin, Efq^ whofe anceftors had io 
long prefixed over the brethren, and had ever 
acquitted thenifelves with honour and with digni- 
ty. Accordingly, 

By an unanimous voice, William St. Clair of 
Roflin, Efq; was proclaimed grand-majitr-ma^ 
[on ofi all Scotland^ and being placed in the 
chair, was inftalled, faluted, homaged ^nd ac^ • 
knowledged as fuch. 

Now we come to . thofe halcyon days, when 
niafonry began to flourifh in Scotland in har*- 
inpny, reputation and numbers ; and many no- 
blemen and gentlemen of the firft rank, befides 
other learned men, merchants, clergymen and 
tradfefmen, defired to be admitted into the fra- 

tcrnityi 
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Cermty ; and finding a lodge to be 'a tUt :uicl 
pleafanc t«laxation from intenie ftudy or hiiny 
of bufinels, widiout politicks or partf^ tQok 
great pleafore and delight therein. 

We Ihall now proceed to the recital of theft 
great perfonages who have thought it* their, ho- 
nour, to prefide asgrand^xnafttrs^ or other officert 
of the grand lodge ; and w^ congraculace the 
brethren on Ac happy prqfped: they ftill havexif 
honourable and worthy brothers luceeedipg to 
Solomon's chair, and prefiding as grand^maflers 
over them ; under whofe benign inBuence, may 
the craft continue to Hourilh and incteaic i may 
they be eminent and diftinguiflied amongft man- 
kind,. -for ha^ony and virtue, as beloo^hg 
to afocieiy djedicated for promoting tbde great 
^nd vaiuabie purpofes. 

Nov. 30, iy^6. WtUiamSt.Clair^ ofRoflin, 
Efq*, grand m^er. 
Captain John Young, deputy grand matter. 

1737. George earl of Cromarty^ grand maftcr. 
Captain John Young, deputy grand matter. 

1738. John earl of Kintore^ grand matter. 
Captain John Young, deputy grand matter. 

1739. James earl of Morton^ grand matter. 
Captain John Young, dgnity grand mafter. 

ly^q.' Thomas earl of Siratbmore and Kin^ 
honty grand maftcr, 
Capt^n John Young, deputy grand matter. 
1 74 1. Alexander earl (?/ 2>v^», grand matter. 

Q^ Cap- 



Captab John Young, deputy grand mailer^ 

1 749. fyiHimn url cfKilmamockj gf and mdfter* 
Captain John Yo^!Kgy deputy ^and mafter. 

1743. James isrlof IVunrffsj grafid mafter*^ 
Cajitab John Youngy deputy grand mailq*. 

1744. James earl of Murraj^ grand mafter. 
Gapcain John Young deputy grand mafter. 

1745. Hefffy David isfrlofBuibanjffMAtMRcr^ 
Captain John Young, deputy gratti mafter. 

1746. mJliam Nijht^ JXfrUttm^ Efq', grand 
maflsr* 

Msgor John Young, deputy grand mafken 

1747. Francis Cbaruris ef Amesfietd^ Efqr 
grand mafter. 

Major John Yoimg, deputy grand mafter. • 

1 74$. Hi^b SefM ef Teucb, Eiq^ grand mafter. 
Major John Young, deputy grand mafter. 

1749. Thomas lord Er^ne^ grand matter. . 
Major John Young, deputy grand maflfer. 

1750. Alexander earl ef EgUnton^ grand mafter» 
Major John Young, deputy grand mafter* 

1751. James lord Bcyd^ grand mafter. 
Colonel John Young, deputy grand maften 

1752. Geerge Dnmmondy "Efq) grand mafter. 
Charles Hamilton-Gotdon, £iq; deputy grand 

mafter*. 

1753. CbarUs Hamilten4sordonj QTZxA mallttY. 
Jbfcph Williamfon, Efij; deputy grand mafter. 

1754. James majler dfForhs, gt2tndrt\zS:tr. 
David D^mple^ Eiq», deputy grand mafter. 

1755. Sbelio Charks Douglas^ lord AherdouTy 
grand mafter. George 



( "5 ) 

George Fraier, Eiq; dqnity grand mafber. 

1756. Sio&9 Cbarlis Douglas^ Urd Aberdour^ 
graod xnafter. 
George Fraftr, Hq; dqnitjr grand mafter« 

1 757 Alexander earl ^fGdbm^^ grand maftcr. 
George Fraiert £iq; deputy graad mailer- 

175^' jffexander etirl^GaUtiw^y grand mafter. 
George Frafcr, Eiqj deputy grand mafter. 

1759. David em'l ^f Leven^ grand mafter. 
George Frafcr, Efq; deputy grand nwftcr, 

I y^o, David earl ff Levea^ grand mafter. 

George Frafcr, Efq; deputy grand mafter. 
1 76 1. Charles earl $f Elgin and Kincardine^ 
grand mafter* 

1 765. Alexander Erfiifte^ earl of Kelly^ grand 
mafter. 

i 765. James Slewart, Eftjuire, Provoji ofEdht^ 

Imgb^ grand mafter. 

I yS*j. The R. H. earl cf Dalbaufiey grand mafter. 

17 69* His excellency James Adolpbus Ought on^ 

Major General cf the forces in Scotland^ 

grand mafter. 

The ffirit^ dignity^ and decorum witli which 
fhe craft is conduded in our fifter-kingdom, 
Scotland^ are truly great \ aild the praSlice of 
holding lodges in buildings erected intirelj for 
that purpofe ; or, in fpacious rooms in private 
hoiifcs fet apart for that ufe folely^. (which univer- 
lally prevails through the whole country) is highly 
. commendable : muft it not thercford give fingu- 

0^2 iar 
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iar pleafiire to every go$d mafm in this ftingdoftif 
to find that our, noble and worthy grandrmafter^ 
(whofe zeal for the dignity and proi^)crity of 
mafonry never was exceeded by any of his pre^ 
deceflbrs) has propofed a plan for the laudable 
purpofe of raifing zfund to build a hall^ and pur* 
^hafe jewels and furniture for the ufe of the 
GRAND LODGE, independent oi xkt fund 
of ibarity ? The reafbns produced in fupport of 
thi^ fchdme are numerous ; and, amortg otberij 
thofe contained in the following letter are worthy 
of regard ; and, notwithftanding this letter came 
to hand previous to the grand-mafter's propofal,^ 
ftill it may not be improper to infert it here, as 
it breathes the true fpirit of mafonry, and con- 
tains very reafonable arguments in fupport of 
*this fcheme, and alfo, as I am perfuaded that this 
treatife will be read by many mafims^ who, on 
• account of their not frequenting lodgcsi might 
'otherwife remain unacquainted with fo noble a 
defign, ahd thereby lofe the opportunity of 
gratifying themfelves by contributing toward$ 
it* 

to Mr. PFEXLin^ CALCOrT, 

PFindfor QStoher^ ijt. i^6%^ 



I 



Sir and Brother, 

Underftand we Ihall ibon be favoured with 
your mafmc treatife, and . ft}^ cftecm my- 

felf 



( "7 ) 
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felf obliged, if you will afford me that oppor- 
tunity to recall the attention of our worthy bre- 
thren to an objeft which well deferves their feri- 
ous coniideration : I mean the ereftion of a com* 
modious Buildings for the particular as well as 
general aflemblies of the fociety. 

A propofal for this purpofe was made in 
the reign of Grand Majier Ferrers \ but to 
whatever caufe it then owed its mifcarriage, I 
btg leave to promote fo laudable an intention, by 
making the necejjity and utiUty of it more gene* 
rally known, through the means of your publi- 
cation. I therefore take^ my pen, as ^[i auxiliary 
to Mr. EdmondeSj who firft fublijhed fuch a de- 
lign ; and though I am not acquainted with that 
gentleman, I honour him for his v:eal^ and ap- 
prove moji of his fentiments on this fubjeft. 

Is it not greatly to be lamented, that a fociety 
fo numerous, and fo highly honoured in its 
members, (being in a great degree compofed rf 
perfons of rank and fortune) fhould, as oft as 
they have occafion for general, meetings, be 
obliged to refort to taverns, or to hire halls of 
inferior communities, and thofe at the beft, very 
ill adapted for fuch meetings ; as all places muft 
generally be, that are not particylarly conftruAed 
for our purpofe. 

Give me leave to lay, it reflects great dilho- 
nour on this country,, juftly ftiled " the grand 
local ftandard of mafonry." As Eoglifluxien ! 
we ihould blufh to be told, that in every oth& 

natioh 
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nation in Eurdpe^ they hold their lodges in build- 
ings ert&ed and adorned fc^ their particular ufe, 
and that only. I can appeal to your own expe- 
rience of the b^es in our lifter kingdom, Scct^ 
iani, for cne initance ; of whofe proceedings I 
have oft heard you make honourable mention^ 
particularly taking notice that they aflcmbled 
in butldingt, which were their own property, 
fet a part for that purpofe alone, whereby they 
not only were fecuned from every danger of mo- 
leftation, or the infults and difrefpedful treats 
fnent of publicans, but accumulated conjiderabk 
iunds. 

Bcfides! our meeting at the hou&s of publi- 
cans, gives us the air of a BaccbanalsMfocxty^ 
iflftcad of that appear^ce of gravity and wifdorn^ 
which our order juftfy requires. 

How properiy might it be remarked on foch 
condud, that as almoft all the companies that 
refort with fo rrmchformali^y to the city-bMs^ have 
in view chiefly feafting and jollity^ So mafens 
aflemble with an air of fefiivity at uverns, to 
perform the ferious duties of their profeflion, 
under the regulations of moraUty and fbilofopbj. 
Such a conduit in the eyes of every thinking man 
muft appear, even on the firft view, to be* ridi- 
culous and abfurd, and I doubt not will be 
thought more fo by every one who ihall have the 
perulkl of your intended trcatife. 

Some may imagine that the expcnce of the 
propofcd building (if f\^b as it really ought to 
be) will prove too. great for the abi^ty of the 

fociety. 
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fecktf. But I faDcy i»ds^ plans .might be laid 
down that would render it Jio diificuk undertaking 
to raife a, fiun fufficient for the purpofe« One^ 
I wiil beg leave to offer for the prefent^ and 
IbaU be very happy in finding a better propofed 
and adopted. 

i There are at preient under the conflitutlon of 
England^ near 400 kxlges« fome of which con«- 
lift of 6oj 70y 8o» aftd even 100 members r 
iH)t including diofe mafom^ who from a variety 
of caufeji do not bekmg, as fuhCcriber^ to any 
pabular lodges neverthelels retain their re- 
lidon to, and refpeft for the Ibciety, and who 
of themfelves, compofe a very confidcrablc 
Jiwnbef* 

Psrhaps it may be objeAed^ there are many 
lodges that are not fo numerous fA what I have 
.above fet down^ we will grant that, and take 
tihem on an average at ao members each, which 
will give us the amoiint of 8000 xnafons who 
attend lodges. Now I would propofe a volun- 
tary SUBSCRIPTION, and to promote ix^ laudable 
ad(/ign^ itwouldbeabfurdtofuppoieany one would 
offer, as afrtegift^ lefs than five /hillings^ (many 
more) which will produce 2000^. No inconfid<:r- 
ablelum! Yeta/n/f, compared to "what might 
modejlly be expeded from that numerous catalo- 
gue 6t Princes, Nobles, and other wealthy perfons 
who are of the fociety in moft parts of the globe, 
and connedted with the Englijh conftitution, wha 
would readily and liberally contribute, as foon 

as 
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$s a proper pjan was eftablifhed, and applicl"^ 
tion was made to them« 

Nor let it be wrongly thought, beneath 
the dignity of our fociety, or efpecially the 
grand eftablifhment of it m this Kingdom, to 
folicit fuch an aid from iht fraternity under 
the Englifl) conftitution in other countries ; all 
mafons regularly made under the conftitution 
of the Grand Mafier of England^ owe alle- 
giancc to the eftablifliment bere^ ^d never fail 
of its proteftion and afliftance. If therefore a 
fcheme was fettled on the above, or fome other 
proper plan, there can be no doubt of ef&dually 
accompliihing this defireable end^ 

The necejjity of fuch a building is univerfally 
acknowledged through the fociety % and a defire 
of feeing one erefted, as generally prevails. 
Some time agO) indeed, a fubfcription was open- 
ed for the purpofe of purchafing/«rw//tfr^ fuit- 
able for the grand lodge : but the ftriking inri- 
propriety of procuring ftirniture, without firjt 
providing a place for its reception, put a ftop 
at that time, to the progrefs of that afFdr •, yet, 
notwithftanding the proceeding was then judged 
premature, the ftrongeft aflurances were given 
from every quarter of their chearful concurrence, 
if a proper building was/^ erefted, to which 
they would readily contribute. 

How wounding muft it be to the worthy ipa- 
fbn, aftin^ under the authority oiour grand maf- 

tcr> 
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ter, to confider the accounts we daily rtcclvd 
from travelling brethren of the magnificence of 
the grand lodges abroad^ whilft that in England^ 
which in many rcfpefts is intituled to a prefer- 
ence in dignity of all others, \i deftitute of a 
building, their own, of any fort; But, not 

to reft it on thefe general accounts, permit 
ipe here to fend you a particular defcription of 
the hanquetting room belonging to the lodge of 
St. John at Marfeiltes ; and from the magnifi- 
cence and fplendour of that room, to which they 
only retire for refrejhment^ may be formed fome 
idea of the fupetior excellence of the lodgt 
room, 

I am convinced. Sir, the intention with which 
I give you this trouble, being an humble attempt 
to promote the honour and advantage of the 
fociety, will be a fufficiertt ajKDlogy, with you, 
for defiring you will lay the foregoing fentiments 
before your numerous fubfcribers, who I earneft- 
ly hope will think ferioufly on the bufinefs al- 
luded to, •and, by a noble exertion of their ge- 
nerofity, fhatch the glorious opportunity, whilft 
we have the princes of the earth for our nurfing 
fathers, and a nobleman of diftinguifhed 
virtue, our zealous most worshipful grand 
MASTER, that it may be recorded to the honour 
of our country and ourfelves ; by the voluntary 
fubfcription of the free and accepted masons, 
in our day this much Wanted ftrufture was 
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erefted, for the acquijition ef knowledge of the 
arts andjciences^ and the cuUifvation of moral and 
foiUl virtue. 

I an), 3 1 Rj your afFeftiortate brother, 
JAMES GALLOWAY, P.M. 

A DESCRIPTION of the Banquctting- 
Hall of the Lodge at Marfeilles, intituled^ 
the Lpclge of St. J O HN- 

At the bottom of the hall, under a gilded ca- 
nopy, the valences whereof are blue, fringed 
with gold, is a painting, which reprefents the 
genius of mafonry fupporting the portrait of the 
king of France^ upon a pedeftal, under which 
there is this infcription. 

DileSiJJimo rege Monumentum 

Amor is 
Latomi. MaJfilienfeSi 

. A genius fcated below the pedeftal, prefents 
with one hand this infcription, and with the 
other the arms of the lodge, with their motto. 

Deo regi et Patri^fidelitas* 

Above this is a genius which crowns the king. 

To the right of this painting is placed another, 

rcpreienting the wifdom of Solomon, with this 

infcription above it, ' 

• , Prudetttia. 

To 
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To the left is another, reprefcnting the courage 
of Sf. Join the Baptift in remonftrating with 
Herod upon his debaucheries. The infcription 

above k is, 

FvrtUudo. 

• .The right fide of the hall is ornamented with 
paintings of equal ^andeur. 

TYit firft reprefents Joseph acknowledging hr$ 
brethren, and pardoning them for the ill ufage 
he had • received from them, with this infcrip- 
tion, 

' - • Venia. 

» 

The fecond reprefents Job upon the dunghill, 
Jhs houfe deftroyedj his fields laid wafte by 
ftorm, his wife infulting him, and bimfelf calm, 
lifting his hands towards heaven, >vith this in- 
scription^ 

Tatientia. 

The third reprefents St. Paiti and St. Barna- 
bas, refufmgdivine honours at Lyjira^ with this 
infcription, 

* Huntilitaf. 

T^'^ fourth^ JoNATHA>J, wh^n he warned David 
to keep from the city, in order to avoid the 
dinger which threatned his days, with this in- 
fcription, 

Amcitia. 
T\it fifths Solomon furveymg the works of the 
tcnifU^ and giving his orders for the execution 
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bf th€ pkn, whkh his f^the? David had left 
him oi iti with this MaipUMy 

The Jixtb^ the charity of the SamariPan^ with. 
Um irifcription^ 

QhatifaSi 

^hefeventh, St. PBtfiR and th^ other apofkles 
paying tribute to Ci&sAH, by means, c^ the 
piece of money foitnd miraculoiifly 'm the beHy^ 
of a fUh^ with this ififcription^ 

Fidelitaii 

The left fide of the hall contains thlree paint- 

tiie>/, TbBiAs curmghis father, with thcfe 
Words for the infcription^ 

Piliale Debitum. 

^\itfecondy the father of the prodigal fo'n, when 
Ke embraces him^ and pardons his offences, with 
this mfcriptidri^ 
' Paternus Afnofi 

The third r^preferits the facrifice of Abraham^ 
with this infcription^ 

Ohedientiai 

Dh each iide the dool* are two pointings of 
fequal grandeur* 

One rejprefents thfe apoftles giving alms in 
common^ the infcriptioni 

Bleemofyna^ 

Tke 
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l^lic i^ibef^ reprcfems Lot, receiving this aftgch 
ihto his houfe, believing theni to be ftrange rs $ 
the iiifcription is, 

Hoffitalitas. 
The fout corft^rs of the hall are decorated 
With four allegorical pictures. 

In one are reprefented tWo gcniufes hglding a 
large medal, in which are painted three pillars of 
a gold colour, with this motto^ 

Hie fofuere Locumj Virtus^ Safientia^ formtu 

In another^ two geniiiles equally fupporting a 
large medal, on which are reprefented three 
hearts fet on fire by the fame flame, united by 
the bond of the order, with this motto, 
PeSlora jungii Amor^ Pi etas que ligavtt Amantes. 

The two others are in the lame tafte, but fup- 
ported by one genius only, being a fmaller fize* 
The medals reprefent. 

The jirfty three branches^ one of oUve^ an- 
other of latirely arid another of ntfrtk^ with this 
ifiotto, 

Hicpacem ntutuo dafnus actipimufgiie viciUtm. 

The other a level in a hand coming from heaven, 
placed perpendicularly upon a heap of ilones of 
unequal forms and fizes, with this motto, 

Equa lege for tit ur infignes et ii^os* 

All theie paintings aie upoa a line; tkoie 
Vrhich are placed oppo(ite the windows are in^ 
tirely ih front. Over the inner door of entrance is 

this 
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tfiis tiYfcription, in a painting which is difplajned 
by a childi 

S. T. O. T. A. 

yaria bac Virtutum Exempla Fraternise UberaUta^ 
lis Monumenta D. V. fcf C. Latomi Maffilienfes^ 
Fratribus ^Ud: aj/e^uenda prebenty anno Lucis 

57^5- 
The letters S. T. O. T. A. fignify. 

Supremo Totius Orbis ^errarum ArcbUeSo. 

Each painting bears below it, the arms and 
blazon of the brethren who caufed them to be 
painted. 

Every fpace, from one column to another^ 
forms an intercolumniation. Upon the middle 
of each pilafter, being twenty-four in number, 
are raifed corbals in form of antique Guaines^ 
upon which are placed the bufts of great and 
virtuous men of Antiquity. 

The airtabs to the gilded canopy are in the 
Italian taftc, and are four in number. 

Three great branches of chryftal light this 
hall at proper times, and feryc as an additional 
ornament. 

This hall will contain fixty brethren, with- 
out making ufe of the in/de of the horfc-ftioe 
table. 

There are, fnareovst^ two grand defert buf- 
jctji which take up a great fpace in the length. 

From 
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From the -foregoing letter and de/cripiumf 
I fhall take occafion to confider the temples of ttia 
anaenis^ their fituation, form, &c. the peruial 
of which, I flatter myfelf, will afford both en- 
tertainment and inftruSion to the intelligent tnaftm. 

The firji generations of men had neither tem- 
ples nor Itatues for their gods, but worfhiped 
towards heaven in the open air. 

The Perjiansj even in ages when temples were 
common in all other countries, not thinking the 
gods' to be of human Jhape^ as did the Greeks^ had 
no temples -, they thought it abfurd to confine 
the gods within walls, " whdfe houfe and tem- 
ple was this whole world,'* to uft the words of 

CiCBRO, 4 

The Greeks^ and moft other nations, yrorfhip- 
cd their gods on the tops of high mountains^ 
Strabo obferves, that the Perjians had neither 
images nor altarSy but only facrificed to the gods 
on fonrc high place. 

The nations which lived near Judea^ facrificed 
^o on the tops of mountains. Balaic, king of 
Moab^ .carried Balaam to the top of Bahal^ ^d 
Dther moimi^ins, to facri/ice to thp gods, and 
curie Ifrael from thence. The fame (:uftom is 
attefted in almoft innumerable places of the fa* 
crecj fcriptures ; I fhall oply add th^ following 
teftimonies, whence the antiquity of this cuftpni 
will appear, Abraham was comm4n(ied by 

Cod 
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Gdd to offer Isaac his fon for a bumt-offcring 
ttpon * eneof the mountains in the lan^ of Mt- 
riab\ 00 which mountain David afterwards 
creAed an ahar^ and by fapiifice and prayer ap** 
pcaied the peftiknce. 

And on the yi«^ mountain, (mount Mm^b) 
Solomon, by GOD's appointment, erefted a 
temple^ according to thp model of the tabernacle^ 
which Mo3Es, by divine inftru(3ion, buih; in 
the wiideraefs. In ijjccipeding ages the temple^ 
were often built on the fiimmiU of mountains^ 
Thus it is obferved of th^ Trojan temples, ii» 
which HucTOR is fupppfed to have f;icrifkcd. 
And both at Athens and Rome the moft laf re4 
temples flood in the mo&eminent parts of the city, 

The temples of the ancients were built an4 
adorned with, all poflible fpkndour and ma^^ 
ficence ; no pains, no charge^ were ip^ed upon 
fhem; this they did, partly out of the great 
refpeft they had for the oods, to whom they 
thought nodiing more acceptable, and, partly 
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* There were in the fame trad of ground thret hills, 
^idn, Mmah^ and mount Cahvarj. On 8ion was the city 
and caille of David ; 011 MgriaA sTaa the umpU ; znd, en 
mount Calvarjf Christ was crucified. Butattihi^ three 
were generally called by the lame of Shn i whence it is, 
that though the umple was built on MortaB, fcripture fpeal^i 
of i; commonly as if i( were upon mount ShJ9p 

that 
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that they might create a reverence of the deities^ 
in thofc who came to pay their devotions there. 
(Vide D. Potter's Jniiq. of Greece, vol. I. wd 
fais coifim^t upon Lycopbran^ ad. vers. 42. 

As to the FORM of thcfe ancient ftruftures^ 
they were built after that manner, which was 
dicMght moft agreeable to the gods to whom 
they were tlefigned to be dedicated : For as trees^ 
birds, and other animals were efteemedfacred to 
particular deities, fo ahnofl every god had a 
form of building peculiar to himfelf^ and which 
they imagined more acceptable to him than any 
other. For infVance, the Dorick pillars were 
facred to Jupiter^ Mars^ znd . Hercules : The 
{oNicK to Bacchus, Apollo, and Diana: The 
Corinthian to Vejla the virgin. It miift be 
admitted that fometimes all tliefe were made ufc 
of in t\it fame temple \ but this was either in 
thofc temples which were facred to more gods 
than one, or to fome of thofc gods who were 
thought to prefide over fevcral things j for the 
ancients believing that the world was governed 
by divine providence, afcribed the management 
of every particular affair to this or that deity : 
Thus Mars was thought to prefide over war^ 
Venus over love ; fo Mercury was the god of 
merchants, orators, znd thieves \ Minerva was 
the goddefs of warriors^ fcholars, artificers, t?r. 
Therefore, it is no wonder that in fome of the 
temples dedicated to her^ there were thee rows 

S of 
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6( pillars-, the firft of the Dorick, (he fccohA 
of the Corinthian, the third of the Ionick 
order. 

With rcfpcft to the situation of their tem- 
ples, ViTRUvius informs us; Wherever they 
ftood, if the place would permit^ it was con- 
trived, that the windows being open, they 
might receive the rays of the rifing fun, (lib. VL 
c. 5.) The frontifpiece placed towards the wefti 
and the altars and fiatues towards the eaft •, fo 
that they who came to worihip might have their 
faces towards tbemy becaufe it was an ancient 
cuftom of the heathens to worihip with their faces 
towards the eajl. This is affirmed by Clemens 
of Alexandrid^ (Strom. Vllf.) and HyginUs, the 
freed'tnan of Aucustus CitSAk, (De agroruni 
iimit. Conf. lib. L) to have been the mod ancient 
fituation of temples ^ and that the placing the 
front of temples towards the eaji Was only a de- 
vice of latter ages. Neverthelefs, the way of 
building temples towards the eafl^ fo as the 
Uoors being opened fhould receive the rays of 
Vhe rifing fun, was very ancient ; (DioN. Thrax.) 
knd In later ages almoft univerfal ; moft • of 
the temples Were theft fo Contrived, that the en- 
trance and (tatues fhould look towards the eaji^ 
and they who paid theii* devotion towards the 
^efi^ as we are expreftly fold by Porphyry, 
{libro de Antro Nympbarum.) In the fame man- 
ner the taJierH nations commonly built their 

tern* 
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temples, as appears from the temples of the Sy- 
rian goddefs in Lucian. The temple of Memr 
pbisj built by Psammenicus, king of Egypt j in"'' 
DiODORus the Sycilian. That of Vulcan erected 
by another Egyptian king. (Herodotus, lib. II. 
&c.) 

Hence it appears, that the reafon why the 
heathens erefted their temples eaji and weji^ was 
to receive the rays of the riliqg fvin, which planet 
many of tbqfe nations were ^cciiftomed to wor- 

Ihip. 

And we find the tabernacle^ erefted in the wil- 
dernefs, and the temple at Jeri^falem^ as alfo rnoft 
places of divide adoration in the prefent age, to 
be fituated in the fame manner^ but not for the 
fame reafon : for we read that the Jews were for- 
bid to worfhip with their faces towards the eafi : 
Accordingly, the temple had no avcfiue to it but 
from the eafi. So that in their approach to the 
temple, and during the time of their adoration 
therein, they had their faces towards the iveft^ 
and their backs to the rifing fun ; which was 
done, according to the opinion of the beft com- 
mentators, to prevent the people from worfhip- 
ing theyj/» andhofi of heaven^ a fpecies of idolatry 
they were very prone ro. And as they were by 
this means to be prevented from falling into that 
mode of. idolatry in their worfhip, cpnfequentJy 
the reafon for fituating the tabernacle^ and (after 
that example) the temple could not be 'the fame 

^ ^ which 
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which influenced the heathens in the fituation of 
their temples. Therefore, we may reafonably ac- 
count for their fitiiation, by fuppoling that when 
the tabernacle was erefted, Moses, purfuing the 
praftice of the Egyptians^ who always inculcated 
their religious documents by means of allegory 
and Jymbol^ forefeeing the difficulties which he 
would have to encounter before he fliould arrive 
in the promifed land, and having already expe- 
rienced the inftability of the Ifraelites^ caufed 
the tabernacle to be erefted eafi and wefi^ to excite 
in them 3, firm reliance on the omnipotence of that 
GOD, who had then lately wrought fo great a 
miracle in their favour, by caufing a wind to 
blow firft eaji and then wejiy whereby th^ fafely 
efcaped from the Egyptians upon dry land, even 
through the mid ft of a fea^ which neverthelefs 
overwhelmed and totally deftroyed their pur- 
fucrs. And as they were liable to meet with 
many diftrefles in their fojournment in the wiU 
dernefsj fo, as oft as they (hould behold thtfitu^ 
ation of the tabernacle, their faith might be 
ftrengthened, and by a firm reliance on A L- 
MIGHTY GOD, they might be enabled 
to proceed with refolution and chearfulnefs. 

And as the tabernacle was at that time to be a 
conftant exhortation to them^ from that great ia- 
i^^nct of Omnipotence^ to confide in GOD un- 
der all their embarralments, fo, the temple^ after- 
wards built by Solomon, m the fame form arid 

Jim- 
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Htuation^ was to be a lajling monument to their 
fejierity^ of the mighty works the LORD had 
performed in condufting iiitir fore-fathers out 
of their captivity into the promifed land. And 
Shis alfo may be deemed a very fufEcient reafon, 
why places for Chrijlian worfhip, after the pat- 
tern of the faid tabernacle and temple^ have ever 
been, and ftill are, generally ereded in the fatM 
manner ; for as human creatures we^ as well as 
our fore-fathers^ ftand in need to be continual^ 
ly reminded of our weaknefs^ and a neceflfary 
conftant dependance, on an omnipotent gnd ^/A 
gracious BEING. 



%Sz^Sc^§^ 




THE 



DUTIES 



O F A 



FREE-MASONj 



I N 



SEVERAL CHARGES, 



DELIVERED 



In regular LODGES, held under the Con- 
ftitution of the GRAND-MASTER 

» 

of ENGLAND. 
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By THOMAS' 6*U'NCJ^ERi:Y, Efqs 

Right Worlhipful Provincial Grand Mafter over 
the Lodges in Hampfhire^ and Right Wor- 
ihipful Mafter of that Lodge. 



Bkjjed is he that confidereth the Poor. 

Pffilm xli. V. I. 



BRETHREN, 

T is with the greatefl: .fttisfadlion 1 




& I S ^^^^ y^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^he caufe of charity ; 
)% §& Charity, is the bafis of our .order ; it \% 
1^### for this purpofe we have a Grand 
J^odge at London^ another at Edinburgh^ and a 
Xhird at 'Dublin, Lodges are now held on every 

.7: . • PH 



• . . ••■J V J 



( t3» ) 
part of thb g)obc, and ch^-ities arc coUcfftcd an^ 
lent to the refpcftive grand lodge of each king- 
dom or date : there the diftrcft brethren apply 
and find relief : nor is any exception made to 
difference of country or religion. 

For, ^s in the fight of God yfft are all 
equally his children, having the fame com- 
mon parent smd prefervcf— fo we, in Viut man- 
r^r^ look on every firee^mofon a» our brother y 
nor regard where he Wtt bom or educated, pro- 
vided he is a good man, an honeft manj wtuch 
is '' the noUeft workof God."^ 

A laudible cuftom prrraiM among our an- 
cient brethren.; after they had fent their dona- 
tions to the general charities, they confidered 
the diftreflcs of thofe in particular that f efided in 
their refpeftive neighbourhoods, and lifted 
them with fuch a fum as could be c^>»vem- 
cntly fpared from the lodge. In humble imi- 
tation of this mafbnic principle, t recommend 
the prcfent charity to your confideration ; to 
which you readily and unanimoufly confentcd. 
The fum is, indeed, but fmall : yet, when it is 
confidered that this lodge is in its infant ftate v 
having been conftituted little more than three 
months : ' I hope, as the widow's mi« was ac- 
ceptable, ibis aft of ours will be coftfidered, not 
widi refpcft to the fum,' but the principles by 
which we are influenced* 

I have told you in the lodge^ and I repeat it 
now, that hotberly-love, reliefs and trutb, ate 

tlic 
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t!he grand principles of mafonry, and as the 
principal part of the company are unacquainted 
with the ori^al intention of this fociety, it may 
be proper for their information^ and your m- 
ftruiSion, that I explain thofc principles, by 
which k is our duty in particular to be aftuated. 
By Brotberly4ovej we are to underftand that 
generous principle of the foul, which refpcfts 
the human fpecies as one family, created by an 
all-wife Being, and placed on this globe for the 
muuial afliftance of each other. — It is this attrac- 
tive principle^ or power, thafc draws riien together 
and unites them in bodjes politic, families, fo- 
cieties, and the various orders and denominar 
tions among men. But as moft of thefe are par- 
tial, contrafted or confined to a particular coun- 
try, religion, or opinion; our order, on thp 
contrary, is calculated to unite mankind as one 
family: Kigh and low, rich and poor, one 
with another -, to adore the fame God, and ob- 
ferve his law. All worthy members of this fo- 
ciety are free to vifit every lodge in the world ; 
and though he knows not the language of the 
country, yet by a filent univerfal language of 
bur own, he will gain admittance, and find that 
true friendfhip, which flows from the brotherly- 
love C am now defcribing. 

At that peaceable ahd harmonious meeting 
he will hear no ////^«/^5 concerning religion or 
politics; no /wearing y nt> obfcenc^ immoral^ or 
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fudicrcus difcourfc ; no other contention but 'xh) 
can work beji^ who can agree beji. 

To fubdue our paffions, and improve in ufeful 
fcicntific knowledge ; to inftruft the younger 
brethren, and initiate the unenlightened, ar« 
principal duties in the lodge : which, when 
done, and the word of God is clofed, we in- 
dulge with the fong and chearful glafs, ftill ob- 
ferving the fame decency and regularity, with 
ftrift attention to the golden mean, believing 
with the poet, that 

Cod is paid when man receives i 
T^ enjoy is to obey: 

Let me travel from eaji towejiy or between 
\iortb and fouth^ when I meet a true brother I 
fliall find a friend, who will do all in his power to 
ferve me, without havino; the leaft view of felf- 
intereft : and if 1 am poor and in diftrefs, he 
will relieve me to the utmoft of his power, inte- 
reft, and capacity. This is the lecond grand 
jprinciple : for, relief will follow where there is 
brotherly-iove. 

I have already mentioned our general charities' 

as they arc at prcfent conduced ; it remains now 
tliat I confidcr particular donations given from 
private lodges, cither to thofc that ai'e not mar 
. ions, or to a brother in diftrefs. And firft, with 
refpedl to a charity like this before us •, perhaps 
K is better to be diftributed in fmall i'ums, that 
more may receive tlie benefit, than to give 

if 
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k in larger fums, which would confine it tcJ 
few. 

With regard to a brother in diftrefs, v^ho 
Ihould happen to apply to this lodge^ or any par- 
ticular member for relief, it is neceflary that 1 
inform you in what manner you are to receive 
bim. And here I cannot help regretting, that 
fuch is the depravity of the human heart, thei-6 
is no religion or fociety free from bad profeflbrs, 
or unworthy members, for as it is impoflibk 
for us to read the heart of man, the beft regu- 
lated focieties may be impofed on, by the infinu- 
ations of the artful, and hypocrify of the aban- 
doned. It fhould therefore by no meahs leflert 
the dignity and excellency of the royal crafty 
becaufe jt is our misfortune to have bad men 
among us, any more than the purity and holi- 
nefs of the Cbriftian religion fliould be doubted^ 
becaufe too many of die wicked and profligate 
approach the holy altar* 

Since, therefore, thefe things arfe fo : be care** 
ful whenever a brother applies for relief, to' exa- 
mine ftrifVly whether he is worthy of acceptance : 
enquire the taufe of his misfortunes, and if yoil 
are fatisfied they are not the refult of vice or ex- 
travagancCy relieve him With fuch a fum as thfe 
lodge fhall think proper^ and aflift him with your 

intereft and recommendation, that he may be 
employed according to his capacity, and not eat 
the head i^ idkn^s. This will be afling con- 

fiftenti 
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fifteot with Truth, whidi is the third grand 
principle of mafonry. 

Ttuth is 9 divine attribute^ ai^cl the founda* 
ipon of alj nwfonic virtues : co be good men mA 
irtUy is part of ^e firft grf^ai: k02m vnv aiic 
taught ; an4 at the cpmmeftoement ei our free* 
<}iQin, we are ei^horiicd tp be fervent and zealous 
in the practice of trnfh imd goodnefi. It is not 
fu&ii^nt that w^ walk In the l^ht, unlcfs we do 
the /n^/^. All hypocrify and decdt muft be 
t^a^iihed frotn vis — Sincerity and plain dealii^ 
cx)fpp)ieat the h^rH)ony of the brethren, withii^ 
and w'uhout the lod^e ; and wiU render us ac- 
f:cptab|e in the fight of that great Being, unt0 
v^pm all ieofrfs fire ^en^ all diftres known^ and 
from 'whom no fecrpts ^rf bi4» Thenc is a charm 
In frutb thjit df^ws gf)d atitrads tiie mii)d conr 
tinually towards it : ithe more we di&ovcr, the 
more wie dtfife^ 9fH^ th^e great reward is, wifdam^ 
virtue^ and bappinefs. This is an edifice founded 
upon a rockj which malice cannot Ihake, or 
time deftroy. What a fecret fatisfjuftion do we 
enjoy, when in fearching for mitfa, we find thp 
frji principles of ufcful fcience, ftiU preferved 
^mong us, as we received theni, by or^l tr^tion 
from the iearlieft ages \ and we alio |ind thk 
truth corroborated by the teftinwBies of thf5 bcft 
^nd grpateft men the world has produced* Biit' 
this is Qot all ; the f acrid writings confirm whitf; 

I aflfert J the fyblimc part of sw ^tient myft*jr 

being 
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l)emg there to be found v nor cm aKny Cbr^ism 
brother be a gsod mlfon that dots not make tke 
word of God his firft and principal ftudy* 

I fmcerd/ coQgrac%iljtte yoH on <ho hsppy e& 
tabliihirte At of thi^ lodge^ ai|d the pfolpeft yo« 
have of its utility and permanency, by the choice 
you have tiKide o£ meiribefs Capable to* canduSt 
k. , Let Wififem dire& you to contrive for thai 
beft;— Sti-engthen the caufc oi mafamy, by ttOM^ 
tu^' friendftipy whkh is the compaAioi^ iuMi 
fdp^ent 6f fratetfnal love, and which wilt Aei^ 
Aifiei- anijr niifuTiderftaAdii^ to inftafM ^ bfothet; 
or caiife him to behave unbecoming % mei>»beF of 
our jbeaceafek and harmonious fecfefy« Lei us 
jthen seibhre tt^ beautify and ador^ tiwi order, by 
difehai^giikg the duties of oor tiefpeftite ftatio^ 
lis' good fubjcds, good parents, §Q(od huft»^nds^ 
gpod mafters, and dutifiii children ^ f or by fo 
4oMtg;. we ftiaU; put to filence the reproo^b^ of 
fbolifid men. As you know thefe things, hif^ 
•thren^ hjip|>y are yc if ye do them v aitd thrice 
happy (hall I efteenv it ta be looked on as the 
ibunde-F oi a ibciety in Marlborough whofe grand 
ptmciples^ are, brothei^ly-Iove, relief^ andrruch* 
Let us confider thefe poor perfons as our bro^ 
thers and fitters, and be thankful to Almighty 
God, that he has been pleafed to make us his in- 
ftruments of affording them this fmall relief; 
Bioft humbly fupplicating the grand Archn 
TECT OF THE UNIVERSE, from whom dll holy de^ 
fires ^ all good counftUy and alljuji works do fro^ 

' ceedy 



( 144 ) 

■ * 

$eed^ to blefs our undertaking, and grant that we 
may continue to add fome little comfort to the 
poor of this town* 

Next to the Deity y whom can I fo properly 
addref&myfclfto, as the moft beautiful part of 
the creation ? 

You have heard. Ladies j our grand principles 
explained, with the inftruftions given to the 
brethren ; and I doubt not but at other times 
you have heard many difrefpeftful things faid of 
(his fociety. Envy, malice, and all uncharitable-r 
nefs will never be at a lofs to decry, find fault, 
and raife objeftions to what they do not know. 
How great then are the obligations you lay on 
this lodge ! with what fuperior efteem, refpeft, 
and regard, are we to look on every lady prcfent, 
jhat has done us the honour of her company this 
/evening. To have the fanftion of the fair is our 
higheft ambition, as our greateft care will be tor 
|)referve if. The virtues of humanity are per 
culiar to yaur fcx •, and we flatter ourfelves, the 
mofl: fplendid ball could not afford you greater 
plcafurc, than to fee the human heart made 
liappy, and the poor and diftrejl obtain prefent 




A CHARGE, delivered in St. George's Lodge 
at Taunton in the County of Somerset, on 
the Feaft of St. John the Baptift, A. L. 5765, 

A^ D. I y65^ 

By the Right Worihipful Brother 7 O // TV" 
fFHJ'f MA S Hy on Ms refigning the chair t 




Worthy BRETHREN, 

^^^#^^ROVIDENCE having pkcecj 
hffk p j^ me in fuch a fphere in life, as to 

^ '^ afford me but little time for fpe- 

culation, I cannot pretend to have 
made mankind my particular (hidy ; yet, this I 
have obferyed, that curiojity is one of the moft 
prevailing paflions in the human breaft. The 
mind of man is kept in a perpetual thirft after 
knowledge, nor can he bear to be ignorant of 
;what he thinks others know. Any ikCMiSgfecret or 
new immediately excites an uneafy fenfation^ 
and becomes the proper fuel of curiofity, which 
^ill be found ftronger or weaker in proportion 
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to the time and opportunities that individuals 
have for indulging it. It is obfervable further, 
that when this paflion is excited, and not in- 
ftantly gratified, inftead of Waiting for better in- 
telligence, and ufing the proper means of re- 
moving the darknefs that invelops the objeft of 
it, we precipitately form ideas which are generally 
in the extremes. If the objeft promotes pleafure 
or advantage, we then load it with commenda- 
tions; if it appears in the oppofite view, or if 
we are ignorant of it, we then abfurdly^ as well 
as difingenuoujly^ condemn, and pretend at leaft 
to defpife it. This, my brethren, has been the 
fate of the moft valuable inftitution in the world, 
Cbrijlianity excepted, I mtzn/ree-mafonry. Thofe 
who are acquainted with the nature and defign of 
it, cannot, if they have good hearts^ but admire 
and efpoufe it -, and if thofe who are in the dark^ 
or whofe minds are difpofed to evil^ ftiould flight 
or fpeak difrefpeftfully of it, it certainly is no 
difgrace. When order fliall produce confufion, 
when harmony ftiall give rife to difcord, and pro- 
^^r//^»(hallbethe fource of irregularity, then, and 
not till then, will free- mafonry be unworthy the 
patronage of the greats the ivife^ zndgood. 

To love as brethren, to be ready to communi- 
cate, to fpeak truth one to another, are the dic- 
tates of rcafon and revelation ; and you know 
that they are likewife the foundation, the con- 
ftituent parts of free-mafonty. 

None, 
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None, therefore, who believe the divine ori- 
ginal of the /acred volum^ and are influenced 
by a fpirit of humanity, fricndfhip, and benevo-' 
ience, can with the leaft propriety objeft to our 
ancient and venerable inftitution. 

For my own part, ever fince I have had the 
honour to be enrolled in the lift of mafons, as I 
knew it was my duty, fo I have made it my bu- 
finefs, to become acquainted with the principles 
on which our glorious fuperftrufture is founded.' 
And like the miner^ the farther I have advanced 
the richer has beeff my difcovery ; and the trea- 
fure conftantly opening to my view, has proved a 
full and fatisfaftory reward of all my labours. 

Confcious that the fame pleafure would attend 
others, in the fame purfuits, I fincerely wilhed 
for the eftablifhment of a lodge in this town : but 
as wilhes, without endeavours, are not the means 
of accomplifhment, I became, therefore, aftive- 
ly concerned for the completion of fo valuable a 
defign. And you, and only you, who are ma- 
fons in hearty can form the leaft idea of the joy I 
felt, when, upon enquiry, I found that this 
neighbourhood was not deftitute of faithful bre- 
thren •, brethren ! fired with an equal ardour 
for the profperity of mafcnry^ and who with 
equal alacrity and pleafure, embarked in the 
noble defign, and, like true craftfmen, laboured 
in this long wifb'd-for fabrick : Theftrength of 
whofe hafis^ the beauty of whofe fymmetry^ the 
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trder of whofe parts^ have rendered it the admi-i 
ration of fome, the model of others, and the de-» 
light of ourfclves. 

. You will therefore give me leave moft fincereiy 
to congratulate the lodge^ on the fuccefs that ha^ 
attended oiir united labours for the honour of the! 
craft in this town, as likewife on the return of 
this feftival, the general day of inftalment of 
new officers. May we all live to celebrate re- 
peatedly this anniveffary with incrcafing felicity 
and honour ; and may the tifuc mafonic fpirit of 
generofity, kindnefs, and brotherly -love, bcouf 
lafting cement. 

By the rules of this lodge 1 am now to refign 
the chair. But I cannot do this with entire fa-^ 
tisfadlion, until I have teftified the grateful fcnft 
I feel of the honour I received in being advanced 
to it. 

Your generous and unanimous choice of me 
for your frji matter, demands my thankful ac- 
knowledgements, though at the fame tiitje I fin- 
cerely wifh, that my abilities had been more 
adequate to the charge, which your kind par- 
tiality elected me to* But this has always 
been, and ftill is my greateft confolation, that 
however deficient I may have been in the dif-- 
charge of my duty, no one can boaft a heart 
more devoted to the good of die injtitution in 
general, and the reputation ot this kdge in par- 
ticular. . 

. . Though 
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*rhough 1 am apprehenfive I have already 
trefpaflfed on your patience, yet if I might bd 
indulged, I would humbly lay before you a fcW 
refleftions, adapted to the bufinefs of the day, 
which being the efFufions of a heart iruly ma^ 
fonicj will, it is hoped, be received with candour 
by you. 

Every affociation of men, as well as this of 
free-mafonsj muft for the fake of order and har- 
mony, be regulated by certain laws, and for 
that purpofe proper officers muft be appointed^ 
and empowered to carry tjiofe laws into execu- 
tion, to preferve a degree of uniformity, at leaft 
to reftrain any irregularity that might render 
fuch affociations inconfiftent. For we may as rea- 
fonably fuppofe an army may be duly dilciplined^ 
Well provided, and prc^erly conduced, without 
general^ or other officers, as that a fociety can 
be fupported without governors, and their fub- 
alterns, or (which is the fame) without fome 
form of government to anfwer the end of the in-» 
ftitution. And as fuch an arrangement muft be 
revered, it becomes a neceflary pre-requiGte that 
n temper fhould be difcovered in the feveral 
members adapted to the rcfpeftive Jlations they 
are to fill. 

This thought will fuggeft to you, that thofe 
who are qualified to prefide as officers in a lodges 
Will not be elated with that honour, but, lofing 
fight of it, will have only in view, the fervic^ 

their 
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tKcir office demands. Their reproofs will be 
dkflated by friendjhip^ foftened by candour^ 
and enforced with mildnefs and affe£Hon\ in 
the whole of their deportment they will preferve 
a degree of dignity tentpered with affability and 
taft. This conduft, while it endears them ta 
others, will not fail to raife their own reputa-^ 
tion, and as envy fliould not be fo much as once 
named ^mon^free-mafons^ it will efFeftually pre* 
vent the growth of it, fliould it unfortunately 
ever appear. 

Such is the nature of our conftitution, that as 
fome rtiuft of neceflity, rule and teach^ fo others 
muft of courfe learn to oley\ humility therefore 
in hoth becomes an effential duty^ for pride and 
ambition, like a worm at the root of the tree, 
will prey on the vitals of our feace^ harmony ^ and 
irotherly-love. 

Had not this excellent temper prevailed, 
when the foundation of Solomon's temple was 
firftlaid, it is eafy to fee, that glorious edifice 
would never have rofe to a height of fplendour, 
which aftonilhed the world. 

Had all employed in this work been mafters, 
or fuperintendants, who muft have prepared the 
timber m the foreft, or hewn the ftone in the 
quarry ? Yet though they were numbered and 
claflTed under different denominations, as princes^ 
rulers, provofts, comforters of the people, ftone* 

quarers. 
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quarers, fculptors, &c. fuchwas their unani- 
mity, that they feemed aftuated by one fpirit, 
influenced by one principle. 

Merit alone then intituled to preferment ; an 
indifputable inftance of which we have in the 
deputy-grand-majier of that great undertalcing, 
who, without either wealth or powe^, without 
any other diftindtion, than that of being the 
widow^s fony was appointed by the grand-mafter 
and approved by the people for this fingle rea- 
fon, becaufe he was zjkilful artificer. 

J:.et thefe confiderations, my worthy brethren, 
animate m in the purfuits of fo noble a fcicnce, 
that we may all be qualified to fill, in rotation, 
the moft diflinguifhed places in the lodge, and 
keep the honours of the craft, (which are the 
juft rewards of our labour) in a regular cir^ 
culation. 

And as none are lefs qualified to gpvern^ thaii 
thofe, who have not learnt to ol?ey,y permit me 
in the warmeft manner to recommend to you all a 
conftant attendance in this place, a due obedience 
to tht.laws of our inftitution^ and a refpedful 
fubmiffion to the direSions of your officers, that 
you may prove to mankind the propriety of 
your eleftion, and fecure the eftablifnment of 
f his fpciety to lateft pofterity. 



/fe 



4n AD DRESS to the Lodge of Perfeft 
Friendlhip, held at the Shakefpear and Grey- 
hound Inn and Tavern at Bath, on the Feftin 
val of St. Jojin the Evangelift, A* -^' 57^^n 
A. D. 1768, 

By Brother J. S. PAUDRT, 

The Right Worfliipful Brother William 

Browne, Mafter, in the Chair, 



If^orthy BRETHREN, 

i^^ya HIS Lodge is fo juftly refiowneci 
i^SttL^ for its excellent p/tf» 2nd proceedings, 
^TM[ )rjfl( that exhortations to a more piuifihif 
)K3K ^^^ al difcharge of yowr rcfpedive duties^ 
would appear both unneceflary and v^n. Stilly 
permit me, without jaking offence, to make a 
few trite obfervations on the nature of our inftitu^ 
ffonj for the benefit of fuch newly admitted bre-y 
thren, as may at this time be prefent, 

Would every brother confider the advantages 
he derives, as siman^byhdngafree-mafonj he would 
readily confefs, that the glorious precepts incul- 
cated in all regular lodges, are calculated in the 

pioft 
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moft. cfpcckl manner to fafhion the mind to 
goodnels. In ibem it is ftrongly recommended 
to us, tp cultivate our feveral duties to God, 
our neighbour, and ourfelves. To hzvc failb 
in God, hope in falvation, and charity for all 
mankind ; and yet it muft be confeffed there arc 
fomSy who have been initiated mafons^ and who, 
to their eterpal^^^w^, not only difregard our ex- 
jcellent documents, but, to all appearance^ zre 
little inclined to regulate their condud by them, 
any longer than they are conftrained to do it in a 
lodge ; when, alas ! the qualifications of a goo4 
mafon would decof'ate ^he crown of the greateft 
monarch. 

As the rujes of this fraternity have a dire^5t 
tendency to promote moral znd /octal virtue^ let 
us carefully banifh from our breafts every incli- 
nation, and avoid every practice, that might ob- 
ftru£t this noble intention, ever being difpofed to 
humane and friendly offices, and particularly to 
relieve the diftreffes of indigent brethren. The 
royal Pfalmift fays, in raptures, the bleffing of 
bim that was ready to perijh came upon me^ ' and I 
xaufed the widow* s heart to fing for joy . May we 
' therefore rejoice in eyery opportunity of ferving 
and obliging each other, for in fucb exercifes we 
anfwer one principal end of our inftitution. 

X . It 
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It is, and fhould be, the glory of every mem- 
ber of this lodge, that our well regulated con- 
duft has engaged us the efteem of every brother 
y^ho has done us the honour of a vifit. Surely 
then we ought ncvet to be wanting in a chear- 
f ul perfornwince of thofe duties which are fo con- * 
ducivc to the eftablijhing that good name, 
which we have endeavoured to merit. 

For this laudable purpofe let me obferve, that 
a due attendance at the lodge becomes abfolutely 
requifite: For, by frequently aflembling together 
we fhall harmonize in fentiments, and grow in af- 
feftion; and thus become fufRciently guarded 
againft the difagreeable effedts naturally refulting 
from a roughnefs of behaviour, a contetnptuous 

carriage, a cenforious difpofition, or a €ontra-^ 
diSling temper, and unity, peace, and pleafure, 
will prefide. Thefe will be the happy efFeds of 
a due attendance on the lodge, and how far that 
is the dutyy as well as the interefi^ of every mem- 
ber, regularly admitted, his own heart can fuf- 
iiciently tell him*, his engagements on his initiation 
were not fo inftgnificant as to be readily forgot, 
and when dufy confidered will^ I hope, appear 
top important to be trifled with, for, The Great 
ArcbiteSl cf the Univerfe is our fupreme Grand 
fnajievy and He is — a fearcher of hearts. 

In the next place permit me, worthy brethren, 
to remind you of that veneration and obedience, 

which 
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ifhich is due to the particular officers in the 
lodge in their relpeftive ftations. Tou well 
know that the internal^ and not the external^ 
qualifications of a man, are what mafonry regards^ 
when he is admitted a member. Let us then be 
careful to juftify ourfelves by a behaviour ; to 
fuperiors^ fubmiflive ; to equals^ courteous and 
affable ; to inferiors^ kind and condefcending. 

MASONRY is the daughter of Heaven! 
The Patronefs of the liberal arts and fcienceSj 
which polifh and adorn human nature : thankful 
ought they to be who have it in their power to 
embrace her, and happy are thofe who do. She 
teaches the way to content, with fervency and 
zeal unfeigned, as fure of being unchangeable as 
of ending in felicity. 

Invefted as we are with that ancient and noble 
badge^ which yields preference to no honour or 
order in the univerfe, let us determine to abhor 
every aft that may leflen the dignity of our profef- 
fion, which to this hour is the glory of the greateft 
men on the face of the globe. Let us con- 
form our whole lives to that great Lights the 
Law of God, and let our aftions convince 
the world, that truth, brotherly-love, and a 
defire to afford relief to the diftreifed, are the 
grand Principles whereon we proceed. So that 
this life having pafled in the difcharge of our 

X 2 duties 
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X 

duties aS min zndfree-mafons^ we may at length 
be received into the prefence of our S U- 
PREME GRAND-MASTER and 
rejoice in hearing him fay, PTell done ye good 
and faithful fervantSy enter ye into the joy of your 
LORD. 



•i *y f^ 
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'A Short CHARGE, deliver ei to Brother 
William Winston, on bis being invefted and 
inji ailed Right Worihipful Matter of the 
Palladian Lodge of Free and accepted 
Mafons, in the City of Hereford, on the 
Fejiival of St. John the Evangelift, A. L. 
5y6yy A. D. 1767. 

By Bro. WELLINS CALCOTr, V.U. 




B 



Right Worjfjipful S IRj 

KJ^C'jO? Y the unanimous voice of the mem- 
bers of this lodge, you are eleftcd 
to the mafterfhip thereof for the en- 
^fiS^jrf fuing half-year i and I have the 
' happinefs of being deputed to invefl: 
you with this enfign of your office ; be it ever 
in your thoughts, that the ancients particularly 
held this fymbol to be a juft, a ftriking emblem of 
the divinity. They faid, the gods, who are the 
authors of every thing eftabliihed in wifdom^ 
ftrengtb^ and beauty^ were properly reprefented 

by 
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this figure*. May you, worthy brother, not 
cmly confider it as a mark of honour in this af- 
fcmbly, but alfo, let it ever remind you of your 
diTty both to God and man. And as you pro- 
fcfs the /acred volume to be your fpiritual ireffel 
board, may you make it your particular care to 
iquare your life and convcrfation according to 
the rules and defigns laid down therein* 

You have been of too long (landing, and are 
too good a member of our community, to re- 
quire now any information in the duty of your 
office. What you have feen praife-w^rtby in 
ethers, we doubt not you will imitaU\ and 
what you have fcen defeSlive^ you will in your- 
Iclf Amend. 

We have therefore the greateft reafon to ex- 
pcft you will be conftant and regular in your at- 
tendance on the lodge, faithful and diligent in the 
difcharge of your duty : and that you will make 
the honour of (he fwprtme architect of the univerfe^ 
and the good of tht eraft^ chief objeftsof your 
regard. 

We likewife truft you will pay a punftual 
attention to the laws and regulations of this/(?aV/y, 
as more particularly becoming your prefent 
ftation •, and that you will at the fame time re- 
quire a due obedience to them, from every other 
member, well knowing that without this the beft 

of laws become ufelefs. 

— ■ • - _— ^-^.^— ^^— ■— — ^ 

, * Vide PiocIds in Evclid, lib. XI. Dcf. a and 34* 

For 
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For a pattern of imitation, confidcr the great 
luminary of nature, which, rifing in the eafl^ 
regularly diffiifes light and luftre to all within 
its circle. In like manner it is your province, 
with due decorum, to fpread and communicate 
%h€ and inftruftion to the brethren iti the lodge. 

From the knowledge we already have of your 
zeal and abilities, we reft aflured you will dif- 
charge the duties of this important ftation m 
fuch a manner, as will greatly redound to the 
honour of yourfelf, as well as of thofe members 
over whom you are eledted to prefide. 



m )Bi y»^ 
M )ii yk 
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;& ADDRESS to the fame LODGER 

By Brother W. C J L C T T^ 

Imme^ately after the Invcftiturc and Inftalmcnt 
of the rejf of the OFFICERS. 



IFortby BRETHREN, 

$$^®^M Flatter myfelf there is nomafondl 

©my acquaintance infenfiblc of the 

fincerc regard I ever had, and 

MSH^^M ^^P^ ^^^ ^^ retain, for our vene- 
rable inftitution ; certain I am, if 
this eftablifhment fhould ever be held in little 
cfteem by the members, it muft be owing to the 
want of a due fenfe of the excellence of its prin- 
ciples, and t\itfalutary laws znd foetal duties on 
which'it is founded. 

But fometimes mere curiofity, views of felf- 
interell, or a groundlefs prefumption, that the 
principal bufmcfs of a lodge is mirth and enter- 
tainment, hath induced men of loofe principles 
and difcordant tempers to procure admiflion into 

our 
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^urx:ommi.inity,/fojtc)getherwthanunpardonable 
inattention of thofe who propofed thenl, to thelif 
lives and converfations have conlVantly oceafion- 
ed great difcredit and uneafinefs to the crafty 
JTiich perfons being no Ways qualified for a focicty 
founded upon wifdom, and emented by morality 
and CbrtJiian4o^e* / 

Therefore let it jbe yQur peculiar c^e to pay 
ftrift attention to the merit and charaftei" pf diofc^' 
>vho, from a.inong the circle of your acquaiaV 
t;ance, may be defirbus of becoming members 
of our fociety, left thfo^rgh your inadvertency,' 
the unworthy part of mankincj ihould find means 
to introduce tl^emfelves ijmiong you^ \yhereby 
you will difcoura^e the rqputable arid w:orthy. 

Self-love is a reigning principle in all men ; 

and there is not a more efife&ual method of 

• ' • ■ . 

ingratiating ourfelyes with each othei:, than fay 
mutual cpmplaifancc and refpeft ; by agreement 
(with each other) in judgment and praftjice. This 
makes fociety pleafing, and friend/hip durable ^ 
which can never be the cafe, when men3 prin- 
ciples and difpofitions are oppofite, and not 
adapted for unity. We muft be moved by the 
lame pajjions^ governed by the fame inclinations^ 
and moulded by the fame mof-atsy before we can 
pleafe or be plcs^fcd in fociety. No community or 
place cs.n make a man happy, who is nat^fuT'^ 
nifiied with a temper of mind to relifh felicity* 
The 'wife and royal grand majier SqlomOw tells 

y iis. 
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us, and experience confirms it^ that, " the light 
is fwect, and a pleafant thing it is to behold the 
fin.** Yet for this pleafure we are wholly in- 
debted to that aftonifhing piece of heavenly 
worjcmanfhip, the eytj and the feveral organs of 
fight. Let the eye be diftempered, and all ob- 
jefts, which though they remain the fame in 
themfelves, to us lofe their beauty and luftre, 
let the eye be iofally deftroyed, then the fenfe 
tirhich depends upon it, is loft alio, and the whole 
body is ftiU of dafknefs. So it is with that mafiffj 
who has not a frame and temper of mind adapted 
to our inftitution, without which the blended al- 
lurements of pleafure and inftruftibn to be found 
in a k)dge, mud become taftelefs, and of none 
cflWl. Likewife kt his conduH and circum- 
fiances in life be fuch, as may not have the leaft 
tendency to diminifli the credit of the fociety : 
and be ye ever difpofed to honour good men for 
their virtues, and wife men for their knowledge : 
Good men for propagating virtue and religion all 
over the world, and wife meA for encouraging 
arts and fcienccs, and difFufing them from eaft 
to weft, and between north and Ibuth, rejedting 
all who are not of good repute y found morals^ and 
competent underftandings. Hence you will derive 
honour and happinefs to yourfelves, and drink 
deeply of thofe ftreams of felicity, which the 
tmenlightened never can be indulged with a taftc 
of. 
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For by thefe means excefs and irregularity muft 
be ftrangers within your walls. On fobriet^ 
your pleafure depends , on regularity your repu* 
tation, and not jy^«r reputation only, but the re- 
putation of the whok body. 

Thefc general cautions, if duly attended^ tO| 
will continually evince your wifdom by their ef- 
fefts, for I can with confidence aver from expc* 
rierice, that nothing more contributes to tl>c dif^ 
Jolutions of a lodge, than too great ^ nuniber pf 
members * indifcriminately made •, want of re- 
gulation in their cxpences, and keeping unfca^^ 
fonable hours. 

To guard againfl: this fatal confequence wa 
(hall do well to cultivate the following virtues^ 
viz. prudence^ temperances md frugality. Virtues 
which are the beft and propereft fupports of 
every community. 

Prudence is the queen and guide of all other 
virtues, the ornament of our actions, the fquare 
and rule of our affairs. It is the knowledge and 
choice of thofe things we mult either approve 



. * It would be as ajbfard to imagine, that happinefs is 
found in a numerous lodge, where the snembers are indifcri* 
minately admitted , aa to think that true greatnefs confifts ia 
iize and dimenfions ; for as Mr. Pfife obferves, ** Let an 
edifice be ever fo vaft, unlefs Ae parts relate to each otlier 
ID harmony, the monftr^ui njuhoU will be but a duller ofUttle* 
t^ffes unnaturally crowded together. 

Y 2 or 
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6r rejcft j arid implies to confult and deliberate 
Vrcll, to judge and refolvc well, to conduft and 
execute well. 

temperance confifts in the government- of our 
appetites and affeftions, fo as to ufe the good 
things of this life as hot to abufe them, either 
by a fordid and ungrateful parfimony on the one 
hand, or a profuTe and prodigal indulgence to 
cxcefs, oh the other. This virtue has many 
powerful arguments ih its favoilr-, for, as wc 
Value our health, wealth, reputation, family, 
and friends, our chara£l:er, as men, as Chriftians^ 
as members of fociety in general^ and as free- 
lliASONS in particular^ all confpire to call on us 
for the exercife of tbii virtue ; in Ihoft, it com- 
prehends a ftrid obfervance of the apoftles Ex- 
hortation ; '' Be ye temperate in all things •,'* 
not only avoiding what is in itfelf improper^ but 
alfo, whatever has the leaft or moft remote ap- 
pearance of impropriety^ that the tongue of the 
flanderer may be ffaiick dumb, and malevokncd 
difarmed of its {ting. 

^ Frugality^ the natural aflbciate of prudenct 
and temperance^ is what the meaneft ftation ne- 
cefTarily calls for, the moft halted cannot dif* 
pence with. It is abfolutely reqtiifite in all fta- 
tiohs : it is highly neceffary to the fupporting 
tvery defireable charaftcr, to the eftablifhment 
of every fociety, to the intereft of every indivi- 
dual in the con^munity, Jt is a mqraU it is s 

Cbrifiian 
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thrijiian viitiic. It implies the ftrift obferVd'- 
tion of decorum in the feafons of relaxathffi 
and of every enjoyment ^ and is that temper rf 
mind which is difpofed to employ every acqxii- 
fition only to the glory of the giver, our owrt 
happinefs, and that of our fellow-creatures. 

If we fail not in the exercife of tbefe virtues 
(which are efleritial fupports of every . lodge of 
FREE and ACCEPTED Masons) they will efFedhi- 
ally fecure us from thofe iincortftiaitional prac- 
tices^ which have proved fo fatal lo this fociety. 
Fot prudence vnW difcover the abfin-dity and folly 
of expefting true harmony, without due atten- 
tion to the choice of our members. Temperance 
^11 check every appearance of excefs, and fix 
rational limitations to our hours of enjoyment* 
And frugality will proftribe extravagance, and 
keep our expences within proper bounds. 

The Lacedemonians had a law among them^ 
that every cne Ihould ferve the gods with as littli 
expence as he 'could, herein differing from all 
other Grecians ; and Lvcurgus being afked fof 
what reafon he made this inftitution, fo difagree- 
able to th« fentiments of all other men ? anfwercdi 
Left at any time the fcrvice of the gods fhoiild 
be intermitted \ for he feared, if religion fliould 
be as expenftve there as in other parts of Greece^ 
it might fonietime or other happen that the di^ 
vine worlhip out of the covet oufnefs of fome, ahd 
the poverty of others^ would be negleSied* This 

ob* 
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obfefVation wUl hold equally good with refpe^ 
to mafons^ and will, I hope, by them be properly 

MfplUd. 

I would not be undeHlood here to mean, that 
becaufe thefe three moral virtues arc particular^ 
pointed out, as eflentially necefiary to the good 
difcipline and fupport of a hdge^ nothmg more 
is required, ior facial mv&. be united with mcfral 
excellencies ; was a man to be merely prudent, 
temperate and frugal, and yet be unaccuftom«» 
cd to the duties of humanity, fmcerity, gene- 
rofity, &c. he would be at moft but a ufelefs^ 
if not a wmblefs member oifociety^ and a much 
worfe mafon. 

In the next place permit me to remind you, 
that a due attendava on the lodge for your own 
improvement, and the reputation of mafonry in 
general, is abfolutehf neceflary •, for your own 
improvement, becaufe the advantages naturally 
tefulting from the praBice of pifnciples therein 
taught, are the higheft omanicnt of human na<» 
ture \ and for the credit of the community, be- 
caufe it is your indifpenfible duty to fupport 
fuch a charader in life as is there ^enjoined. 
The prevakncy of good example is great, and no 
language is fo expreffive as a conjifient life and 
converfation -, thefe once forfeited in the mafomc 
charader, will diminiHi a man, not only in the 
cilcem of perfons of fenfe, learning, and probityt 

but 
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but eVen men of inferior qualities will feldom fafl 
of making a proper diftinftion. 

You are well acquainted, that the envious and 
cenforious are ever difpofed to form their judg- 
ments of mankind acxording to their conduct in 
faiUc life, fo when the members of our fociecy 
^fert their body, or discover any inconjiftency in 
their pfafticc with their profefllon, they contri- 
bute to bring an odium on a profeflion, which 
it is the duty of every member highly to honour. 
Indeed inftances of the cpndudl hcit decried, I 
t)wn are very rare, and I might fay, as often as 
they do happen tend ftill more to difcover the 
fnahgnity of our adverfaries than to refleft on 
^emrfelves\ For, with what ill-natufe are fuch 
fuggeftions framed ? How weak muft it appear 
in the eye of difcemmecit^ to condemn a wbck 
fociety for the irregularity of a few individuals*. 

But to return to my argument; one great 
caufe of ahfenting onrfelves from the kd^e^ \ ap* 
prehend to be rt/V. The want of that grand 
fundamental principle, brotherfy^love ! Did we 
properly cultivate this Chrifiian virtue, we flKHild 



* Tlioagli diere iioold be fite-mafim who cooly aad 
without agitatiOB of mind, /etm to have divefted themfir Ivet 
of all affedHon and efteem for the crafi ; we only fee there- 
by the elFeds of an exquilite and inveterate depravadop, 
for the frineipk is altiioH always preferved, though its tU 
4t&.s/ettn to be totally loil. 

think 



C i68 ) 

think ourfelves happieft when aflembled toge^ 
thcr. On unity in affeSion^ unity in govemmeni 
fubfifts ; for whatever draws men into Jocieties^ 
k is thai only can cement them. 

Let us recolleft that hve is the new and greateft 
commandment; all the others are Tununanly 
•comprehended in tbi^ It is the fiilfiUing of the 
law, and a neceflfary qualification for the celeftid 
lodge J where the fuprcme archited of the univerip 
prefides, who is love. Faitb^ kope^ and charity 
are three principal graces, by which we muft be 
guided thither, of which charity^ or univerfaU 
lovey is the chief, when faith ftiall be fwallowed 
up in vifion^ and hope in enjoyment, then true 
charity^ or brotherly-kvey will ftiine with the 
brighteft luftre to all eternity. 

** Shall Jiand before the hoft of heaven confejt^ 
** For ever hlefftngy and for ever ilejl.** 

Prior on xiii/i. ch. Cor, 

On the ofher hand, envy, pride, cenforiouf- 
nefs, malice, revenge, and difcord, are the 
produftions of a diabolical difpofitiom Theff 
are epidemical diforders of the mind, and if not 
fcafonably corredled and fuppreffed will prove 
very pernicious to particular communities, and 
more efpccially to fuch an eftablifliment as ours. 

Now there is nothing fo diametrically oppojite 
to then^, and fo powerful an antidote againft them 
as charhy^ or true ' hrotberly-love \ for inftanccj^ 

arc 
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i^re we tempted to envy, charity guards the mind 
againft it, charity envieth not. Are we tempted 
by pride ? charity vaunteth not itfelf, is not puf- 
fed up. Where this virtue is predominant, bu^ 
ffiiUty is toth its companion and its delight -, for, 
the charitable man puts on bowels of merqr, 
kindnefs", lowlinefs of mind. It is a certain rc- 
n^edy likewifc againft all cenfcrioufnefs : Charity 
thinketh no evil, but beljeveth all things, hopeth 
all thing$, will ever incline us to believe and 
fiope the beft, efpecially of a brother. 
y Therefore let a conftant exercife of this 
Chriftian virtue, fo effential to our prefent and 
future happinefs, prove our great eftcem for it, 
and by its influence upon our lives and adVion? 
testify to the world the cultivation of it amongft 
us, that they who think or fpeak evil of us^ may 
be thereby confounded and put to open Ihame. 
And as it was a proverbial ^xpreflion among the 
enemies of Chriftianity in its infancy, ^' See how 
thefe Chrijlians love one another,'* may the fame 
with equal propriety be faid oi free-ma fons. This 
will convince the fcofFer and flanderer, that we arc 
lovers of H//», who faid, If ye love me keep wy coptr 
tnandments ; and, this is my commandment^ thatyi 
love one another as I have loved you. This will 
prove to our enemies^ that a good mafon is a good 
man, and a good Chriftian, and afford ourfelves 
the greateft comfort here >y giving us a well- 
grounded hope of admittance into a lodge of 

Z fvcr- 
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cvcHbiftihg felicity hereafter. Thus Ihall t)ur in- 
ftitution be enabled to repel the deftniftive power 
oltime^ the ftrongeft arm of caluinrrf^ and the 
fcvtreft ftrokes afreproadbj till that great ahd im- 
panant day^ when the commiffiontd arch-angel 
ihall pronounce this ^mfui fenttnce^ 

ft 

" Eaith.^tf difolv% with all the worlds on higb^ 
** Jnd time he loft in vaft eternity.'* 

OOILVIE. 
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^CHARGE, delivered to the Mmiers $f th$ 
Union Lodge, regularly conftituted and held 
at the Union Punch Houfe, Fringes Street, 
Briftol, 4. IL. 57^7^ 

By Brother ALEXANDER SHEDDElf^ 

Right Wprftiipful Maftcr. 




3at^ 



My Worthy BRETHREN, 

CJ^'^HIS being our fccond quarterly 
^ ^ meetmg, fmce J had the honour to 
* * fit in this chair^ I embrace the op- 

portunity again to return you my 
fincicre thanks for that honour, and 
CO aiTure you I am determined, to the utmofl: of 
my power,' to execute the great truft which ]|^ou 
continue to repofe in me, with freedom^ fervmcy 
and zeal. That I may be cnabkd fo to do, let 
tis unanimouily concur in cultivating peace^ 
barmonyt and perfect friendftiip, .ftrivifig who 
(hall exc^l m Votherly-love and benignity -, then 
I dpubt not but with the afliihiocie of my bmther 
officers, I may be enabled to conduft the hu/lr- 
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nefs of the lodge, and difcharge my duty to youi^ 
fadsfaftion. 

To accomplilh thcfe defircable ends, let me in 
the firft place intreat your ftrift attention to our 
^-Zatw, fever keeping in view the general regula- 
tions, conllitutions, and orders ot our ancient 
and honourable fociety. Let due regard be paid 
to your officers in their relpedtive ftations, whofc 
duty it is to regulate the proceedings of the lodge, 
and to carry the laws into execution, and may 
the only contention amongft us be, a laudable 
emulation in cultivating the royal art, and en- 
deavouring to excel each other in whatever b 
good and great. The moral and fecial duties of 
life we Ihould make a principal fubjedt of con-* 
templation, for thereby we fhall be enabled to 
iubdue our pafTions, and cultivate fraternal zU 

fedtion, die glory and cement of this inftiuirion, 
hying afiii all malice^ and all guile and byfocrifieSy 
md envies^ and all evil-fpeakings ; manifefling our 
love one to another^ for " Love is of God; and he 
*' that loveth God, loveth his brother alfo. And 
*' be that faith he is in the ligbi^ and hateth his 
*' brother^ is in darknefs until now/* 

Suffer nothing to be heard withiii the facred 
walls of this lodge, but the heavenly founds of 
truths peaie and concord^ with a chearful harmo- 
ny of focial and innocent mirth \ and, " be yc 
** like-minded, having the fame love, being of 
^ one accofd and of one mind ; let nothing he 
\..:\ "done 
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*^ done through ftrife or vain-glory, but in low-» 
** lincfs of mind, let each eftecm other better* 
** than thcmfelves." Never give caufe for it to 
be faid, that we who Bxtfolemnfy conncfted by 
the ftrideft laws ot amity ^ ihould ever omit th^ 
praftice of forbearance^ and allow our paftions to 
controul us, when one great end propofed by our 
meeting here is, to fuldue them. Let us not fit 
down contented with the name only of a mafon^ 
but walk worthy of that glorious profeflipn, in 
conftant conformity to its duties. To become 
brethren worthy of our moft ancient and honour-^ 
able inftitution, we muft devote ourfelves to the 
ftudy and difcharge of the following duties 
which are more or lefs within the reach of every 
capacity, viz. a knowledge of the myfterious 
problems, hieroglyphics, and fymbolical cuftoms 
and ceremonies of the royal art, together with 
the origin, nature, and defign of the inftitution, 
its figns, tokens, &c. whereby mafons are uni* 
verfally known to, and can converfe with each 
other, though born and bred in different coun-^ 
tries and languages* 

A free- mafon muft likewife be zgood man, on6 
who duly fears, loves, and ferves his heavenly 
mafter, and in imitation of the operative mafon, 
who erefts a temporal building according to the 
rules and defigns laid down for him^ by the ma!^ 
ter mafon, on bis treflel-bpard, raifes a fpirituai 
building, according to the laws and injunftions 

laid 
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Uid down by the fuprtmi aPckiieSf of the unkfcrfi 
in thr Ifoak of lifoy whkb may juftly be con^ 
fidered in this light, as ^^iritual ire^il hard% 

He muft honour the king, and be fubordinatv 
to hiu fuperiors, and ever ready to pmmoax the 
defprving brother in aU his Uwful employments 
and concerns* Thefe, my. brethren, are qua« 
lifications o( a goodmafoHt wherefore they merit 
cur peailiar attention ; and, is ie is our duiy 
ve ihould make it our pleafure to prad:ice them, 
by So doing we ihall let our light ihipe before 
men, and prove ourfclve^ worthy members of 
that inftitution, which ennobles all who conform 
to its moil glorious precepts. 

Finally, let me advifc you to be very circum- 
ipeft, and well guarded againft the bafe attempts 
oi fretindersj always fetting a watch before your 
mouth. And with refped to any who may call 
thcmfelves mafons, byt (pofleiBng refraftory 
fpirits) are at the fame time enemies U> all order, 
decency, and decorum, fpeaking and afting as 
rebels to the anftitution of mafofis in this king- 
dom, let me exhort you to have no connexion 
with them, but according to the advice of St. 
Pavi., to the TheJJalomoHSy ** withdraw yourfclves 
** from every brother that walketb difcnJerly,'* 
leaving fucb to the natural confequence of their 
own bad conduct ; being well aiTured, that the 
Yain fabric, which tbey mea^n so ere^ having 
no other fupportthan their own ignorance^ dekili^ 
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ty^ ^ddtf/frmity^ will of itielf £»on n>n4^6 to the 
ground, with fhame and ruin on the builders 
heads. On the other hand, let us live in ftrift 
amity and fraternal love with ziljuji and upright 
brethren, that wc may fey ^ith th^rqydPfalni^ 

JBehold how good, and how pleaiant it is, for 

* • ■ - . 

brethren to dwell together in unit)\'' 
Liet G D*s holy word "ht tlie guidie of our 
fatith; aird, ji^fttce, ^harky, lovt aiid mercy, 
^om . chdra&eriftkks, then we may /fca&iJiabiy 
•Kdpe to attain the cqeteftial .pafe-'voord, and gain 
admittance into the lodge ef our Jup'eme grand 
majier^ where pleafures fiow for evermore. 1 his 
is the fervent prayer of him wlio glories in the 
name of a faithful-mafon^ and has the honour 
to be mafter of this right worlhipful lodge. 




The 




^be following ADDRESS vtas delivered^ 
by the Rev. Mr. Henry Chalmers, P. M. 
in the Lodge of Perfcft Fricndfliip, conJUtuted 
and held in the town of Chelmsfordt in the 
County of Effcx, on the Feftival of Si. John 
the Baptift, A. L. 5767. On which occafion 
a Sermon had alfo been preached in the forenoon 
by the Rev. Mr. Panying. 



Jit. Worfhipful Mafter^ and worthy Brethren^ 

?^)OGO()k'*l Defire to entertain each other with 
^jR^it*^ focial, virtuous and chearful fcnti- 
^."*l f^^ ments, is the duty as well as the 
\iUkf!k%ji happinefs of eyery member of our 
ancient and honourable fociety. 

Animated by brotherly good-will (which I 
hope is deeply engraved on the heart of every 
free-mafon^) permit me to congratulate you on 
the return of this feftival, thus refpeftfuUy cele- 
brated by a lodge wherein I have had the honour 
to prefide : — a lodge in its infancy diftinguilhed 
for its regularity and choice of its members ; 

but 
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but, under the prudent conduft of our prefent *- 
guardian^ flourifhing beyond expeftation, and by 
his affiduity and care, honoured with the ad- 
dition* of many illuftrious and worthy brcr 
thren. 

Happy am I likewife to fee all the offices this 
day fupported by brethren, who I am pcrfuadcd 
want neither inclination or abilities, to recom^. 
mend and enforce whatever may be found necet. 
fary to maintain the univerfal reputation of the 
inftitution, and particularly the felicity of thi^ 

iod^e. 

Our reverend brother in his ingenious dif* 

courfe this morning judicioufly expatiated on 
thofe glorious principles, on which our royal art 
isfoundedy and proved its bafis ftill to be firm and 
permanent. Let it be our peculiar care, as it is 
our indifpcnfible duty, nop to undermine it by 
any inattention, omiflion, or irregularity. 

Knowledge (which >$ attained by diligence) muft 
precede praftlce, and till we know a duty, it is 
impofible for us to difcharge it, The lodge i$ 
the properejGt fchool wherein we can expeft to ar- 
rive at any proficiency in our noble fcience, and 
by a conftant and regular attendai^e bere^ wc 
may hope to become matters of the royal art ; 



. * John Reynolds, E^; coron«r of th^copntyof j^jt. 
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whereas the neglcft of this duty tan produce 
nought but ignorance and error. Indeed ! were 
ibefe the only coniequences of a wilful or in- 
dolent abfence, the craft might not fufFer much 
by fuch lukewarm brethren ; but I am forry to 
fay this is not all, the eye of the cenfurer is 
ever upon us, and the lips of the Jlammerer 
ipeak plainly againft us, and when the members 
of our fociety defert the body, the unenlight- 
ened are ever ready to impeach the harmony 
and improvement which we profefs and know 
to be the infeparable companions of every well 
regulated lodge, where virtue finds a real plea- 
fure, and vice a juft abhorrence. 

Let us therefore be ever vigilant in the dif- 
charge of our duty, and particularly affiduous in 
cultivating thofc grand eflentials of our con- 
ftitution, brotberly-love^ beneficence^ and truth. 
Thus we fhall be always happy in aflembling 
together. Thus will our lodge (hinc with 
undiminiflied luftre, even as long as the ra- 
diant fun fhall rife in the eaft to gild our days, 
and the pale moon appear to illuminate our 
nights. Thus fupported by wifdom, ftrength, 
and beauty, adorned with peace, plenty, and 
harmony; cemented by fecrecy, morality, and 
good-fellowfhip, what has it to fear ? Let the 
tides of time and chance beat againft its walls ; 
tlie gjLifts of malice aflault its tow'ring height, 

/ "-' irt 









its "all in vain ! Still fhall the noble ftniftiire 
jfirmfy ftand, and only be diflblved when the 
pillars of the univerfe fhall be Ihaken, and, 
" the great globe itfelf, yea, all which it inherit, 
" Ihall, like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion, leave 
" not a wreck behind." 
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Vbe following ADDRESS <t?as delivered in 
a Lodge of Free and accepted Masons, 
immediately after the Expulsion of a Mem- 
ber who had been repeat edly>i hut in vain^ ad- 
fnonifhedfor the illiberal praHice of backbitiilg 
and flandering his Brethren. 



n RET H REN, 

Vy^C^fT^, S in ALL numerous bodies and focie- 
'^ ties of men, fome unworthy will ever 
^ be found, it can be no wonder, that 
y^Q^ji notwithftanding the excellent prin- 
ciples and valuable precepts, laid down and in- 
culcated by our venerable in'ftitution, we have 
fuch amongft us : men ! who, inftead of being 
ornaments or ufeful members of our body, I am 
forry to fay, are a /hame and difgrace to it. 

Thefe are fufficiently charadlerizcd by a natural 
propenfity to backbi/e and Jlander then brcthrtn, 
vices ! truly detcftable in all men, and more 
peculiarly fo in FREL-MAsoNSi who by the 
regulations of their inflituticn, are fpecially ex- 
horted and enjoined " to fpeak as well of a bro- 
ther 
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thcr if abfent as prefent \ td defend his horioW 
and reputation wheitver attacked, as far as truth' 
and juftice will permit 1 and where they cannot 
reafonably vindicate him, at leaft to refrain from 
contributing to condemn him." 

But alas ! regardlcfs of their duty in general) 
fend of thefe laudable injunftions in particular, 
We frequently find yi^f/& mtn afliduoufly employ- 
ed in traducing the characters of their brethren ; 
and inftead of rejoicing at their good fortune, 
pitying their misfortime, and apologizing fof 
their weaknefles and errors^ envying their pro- 
fperity, and ^unafFefted by their adverfity) 
with a fecret and malicious pleafure exploring 
and pubiifhing their defefts and failings ; like 
trading vejjels they pafs from place to place, re- 
ceiving and difcharging whatever calumny they , 
C2ca procure from others, or invent themfelves. 

As we have juft now had a mortifying inftance 
of the neceffary confequence of fuch bafe con- 
du£t, in the expul/ion of one of our own mem- 
bers, permit me to deliver to you fomc fenti- 
ments of the great Archbifhop Tillotson * on 
the fubjed. He affigns various caufes of this 
evil, and alfo furniflies direftions, which if ad- 
hered to, will greatly contribute to prevent and 
remedy it. 



■•■■tfMa 
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** If wc confidcr the caufes of this evil: praftiTe^ 
Wc ihall find one of the moft common is ill-na^ 
tare ; and by a general miftakc, ilUnature paf- 
fcth for wit^ as cunning doth for wifdom ; though 
in truth they are as different as vice and virtue. 

^ There is no greater evidence of the bad 
temper of mankind, than their pronenefs to m7- 
^eaking. For as our Sa,viour faith. Out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth fpeaketb^ and 
therefore we commonly incline to the cenforious 
and uncharitable fide." 

*^ The good fpoken of others we eafily forget^ 
or fcldom mention, but the evil lies uppermoft in 
our memories, and is ready to be publilhed upon 
all occafions ; nay, what is more ill-natured and 
iinjuft, tho' many times we do not believe it our- 
fclves, we tell it to others, and venture it to be 
believed according to the charity of thofe to 
wjiom it is told.'* 

" Another caufe of the frequency of this vice 
is. That many arefo bad themf elves. For to think 
and fpeak ill of others is not only a bad thing, 
but a fign of a b^ man. When men are bad 
themfelves they are glad of any opportunity to 
cenfure others, and endeavour to bring thir^ to 
« level •, hoping it will be fome juftification of 
their own faults, if they can but make others 
appear equally guilty.'* 

" A third caufe of evil-fpeaking is malice and 
rr^en^e. When wc are blinded by our paflSona 

IK 
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ve do not corifidcr what is true^ but what k 
mfchievou5\ we care not whether the evil we 
fpeak be tnie or not-, nay, many are fo bafe 
as to invent and r-aife falfe reports, oa purpofe 
to blaft the reputations of thofe by whom they 
think themfcivcs injured. This is zdiabxdidd 
temper -, and therefore St. James tells us, that 
th^Jlanderer^j tongue isfet on fin of helL^* 

*' A fourth caufe of this vice is envy. Men 
look with an evil eye upon the good that is ia 
others, and do what they can to discredit tjicir 
commendabie qualities ; thinking their own cha- 
rafter leffened by them^ they greedily entertain, 
and iiiduftrioufly publilh, what njay raife tJiem- 
felves upon the ruins of other men's reputa- 
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A fifth caufe of evil-fpeaklng is impertinence 
and mrioftty ; an itch of talking of affairs which 
do not concern us. Some love to mingle them* 
felves in all buGnefs, and are loth to feem ignorant 
jof fuch important news as thi^ faults dm^ follies 
of men ; therefore with great care they pick up 
ill ftories to entertain the next company they 
meet, not perhaps out of ;nalice, but for want 
of fomething better to talk of." 

*' Lajily^ many do this out of ^antonnefs^ and 
for jdiverfion •, fo little do they confider a man^s 
reputation is too great and tender a concern to 
fee jefted with -, and that a flanderous tongue 
hit.es like a fcrpent^ and cuts like a f^u^crd. What 
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can be {o barbarous, next to fporting with g 
man's life, as to play with his honour and good 
namCt which to fome is better than life ?'* 

Such, and fo bad, arc the caufes of this 
vice. 

^^ If we confider its pernicious effit^s we {hall 
find, that to fuch as are flandered it is a great in? 
jury, commonly a bigb provocation^ but always 
matter of Grief." 

** It is cert^nly a great injuryy and if the evil 
which we fay of them be not true, it is an injury 
beyond reparation. It is an injury that deiccnds 
CO a man's children; becaufe the good or ill 
name of the father is derived down to them, 
land many times the beft thing he has to leav^ 
them is an unblemijhed virtjue. And do we make 
no confcience to rob hb innocent children of the 
beil part of this fm^ patrimony^ and of all the 
kindnels that would have been done them for 
their father's fake, if his reputation had not 
been fo underfervedly ftained ? Is it no crime by 
the breath of our mouth at once to blaft a man's 
reputation, and to ruin his children perhaps to 
all pofterity ? Cgn we jell with fo ferious a mat- 
ter ? an injury fo very hard to be repented of 
as it ought ; becaufe, in fuch a cafe, no re- 
fentance will be acceptable without rejiitution^ if 
in our power," 

*' Even 
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«V Even fuppofe the matter of tiie Jlander tnio> 
yet no man's reputation is confiderably ft&ined* 
though never fo defervedly, without great hurt 
to him ; ahd it is odds but the charge^ by pt& 
ling through fetefal han^s^'is aggravated be« 

yond thithy ever^ one bebg apt to ai£/fometh]Dg 



to it." 



*• Befides the in^wy^ it is commonly a bigbpn^ 
vocation \ the confequences of which may be 
dangerous and defperate quarrek. One way or 
Other the injured pe^cm Will Heai^ of it^ aaid witt 
take the flrft opportunity to revenge it.*'' 

** At beft, it is always matter of grief to the 
perfon that is defamed, and cbriJHanityy which w 
the beft liaturcd inftitvition in the world, forbidir 

us to do thofe things whereby we may grieve ont 
another*^ 
^ A man's character is a tender thmg, and a 
wound tbere finks deep into the fpirk even- of a 
wife and a good tnan ; and the more innocent 
any man is in this refpeft, the more fenfible hei 
is of this uncharitable treatment; becaufe he 
never treats others^ fo, nor is he oonfcious to 
himfelf that he hath defervcd it. 

** To our/elves the confequences of this vice 
are as bad or worfe. He that accuftoms himfelf 
to fpeak evil of others, gives a bad charafter to 
himfelf, even to thofe whom he defires to pleafe, 
who, if they be wife^ will conctod^ that he 
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(peaks of them to others, as he does of others to 
them/' 

*' And this praftice of e^iUjpeaking may be in- * 
convenient many other ways. For, who knows : 
in the chance of things, and the mutability of 
human affairs, whofe kindnefs he may (land in 
need of before he dies ? fo, that did a man only ^ 
confult his own fafety and qiiiet, he ought to 
refrain from eviUfptaking!* 

^^ Ebw cheap a kindnefs. is it to fpeak wellf at/ 
leaft Qot to fpeak ill of others. A good word is. 
an eafy obligation, but not to fpeak ill require^ 
only our filence. Some inilances of charity are 
chargeable ; but were a man never fo covetous 
he might aflford another his good word y at leait. 
be might refrain from fpeaking ill of him, efpe-. 
cially if it be confidered, how de^ many have 
paid for zfiand^ous and reproachful word/' 

<< No quality ordinarily recommends one inore 
to the favour of men, than to be ixtt from this. 
vice. Such a man's fricndlhip every one defires ; 

and, next to piety and righteoufnefs, nothing is 
thought a greater commendation, than that he ' 
was never or very rarely heard to fpeak ill of 
any. 

" Let every man lay his hand upon his heart, 
aftd confider how himfclf is apt to be affefted 
with this ufage. Nothing fure is more cqualand 
rcafonable than that known rule, What tbotf 
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ISHfuIdJi have no man do to tbce^ that do ihou to no 



man.** 
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The following direSlionSy if duly obferved, 
will greatly contribute to the prevention and cure 
of this great evil.** 

^* Never fay any evil of another, but what 
.you <sertainly know. 

" Whenever you pofitivcly accufe a man of 
any crime, though it be in private and among 
friends, fpeak as if you were upon your oatb^ 
becaufe GOD fees and hears yoy. Tbis^ not 
jQnly charity but juftice demands of us. He that 
eafily credits a falfe repori: is almoft as culp^blp 
as . the firft inventor of it. Therefore never 
fpeak evil of any upon common fame, which* 
for the moft pjart is falfe, but almoft always ua- 
.certain/' 

" Before yOu fpeak evil of another, confidcr 
whether he hath not Qhliged you hy fome real 
kindneis, and then it is a ba4 uirn to fpeak ill 
of him who hath done you good. Confider alfo, 
whether you niiay not come hereafter to be ac- 
quainted with him, related to him, or in want 
of his favour whom you have thus injured? 
and whether it may not be in his power to revenge 
^ fpiteftil and needjefs word, by> fhrewd turn ? 
. fo that if 3 m^n made no confcience of hurting 
others, yet he ihould in prudence bavcfomp cojj- 
fideration of himfclf.** 

Bb:? f^Let 
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^ Let us accuftom ourfdvcs to be truly ferry 
for tfie faults of men, and then we (hall take no 
pleafufe in publUhing them. Conunon humanity 
lequii^ this of ut, conlidering the great infirmi« 
ties of our nature, and that we alfo are liable to 
be tempted ; confidering Ukewife how fevere a 
punifhment every crime is to itfelf, how terribly 
it expofeth a man to die wrath of God, bothhere 
4tid hereafter.** 

•* Whenever we hear any man evil Ippken of, 
if we have heard any good of him, let us iay that. 
It b always more humane and more bonourahk 
to idndicate others, than to accufe them. Were 
k neceflary dial a man fhoukl be evil fpoken of, 
his good and bad quaKdes (hould be reprefented 
together, othcrwife he rtiay be ftrangely mifre- 
prefented, and an indifferent man may be made 

•* They that will obfervc nothing in a mfe 
man, but his overiights and follies ; nothing in 
a good but his failings and infirmidek, may ren- 
der both defpicable. Should we heap together 
all the paiTionate fpeeches, all the imprudent 
afdons of the beft man, and preTent them all at 
one view, concealing his virHies^ he, in this dif- 
guife, would look likt a mad-man or ftiry; and 
yet if his life wcrc/tf/r/)r reprefented in the man- 
ner it was led, he would appear to all the world 
. to be an admirable and excellent perfon. But 
how numerous focver any man's ill-qualifies are, 

it 
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it is but juft that he fliould have due praife of his 
few real virtues." 

** That you may not fpeak ill, do not delight 
in bearing it of any. Give no countenance to 
bufy-bodies: if you cannot decently reprove 
them becaufe of their quality, divert the dif- 
courfe fome other way ; or by feeming not to 
mind it, fignify that you do not like it." 

*^ Let every man mind his own duty and con- 
cern. Do but endeavour in good eamcft to 
mend yourfelf, and it will be work enoughs and 
Jeave you little time to talk of others.** 

In the foregoing Sentiments, the Backbites. 
Md SiANDERES. may fee himfelf fully repre* 
fented a3 in a true mirrour ; and i$teftable as the 
fpe&acle n$turc^ appears, much nK>re fo does 
it feem when ma/onicalfy examined. May all 
fttcb therefore contemplate the fMare and confi- 
quences g£ this abominable vice, and that they 
may iHU become worthy men and mafons^ let 
them cdnftantly pray with the royal Pfalmift^ 
(Pfal. cxli.) Set a watch^ Lord^ before tny mouthi 
hep tboH tie door of my lips ; being aiffured of their 
encouragement, that. He who backbitetb Mt 
4oitb bis tongue J nor doetb evil to bis neighbour^ nor 
iaketb up a reproacb againji bis neighbour ^ fhaLl 
abide in the tabernacle of the Lordj andfhall dwell 
in his holy 'hill. 




if Short CHARGE generalfy given to mm 

admitted Brethren. 
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*lj^^^3B(XyXOtJ are now admitted by the una- 
m^ — «X nimous conient of our i^^^ a fel- 
low of our moft ancient and ho^ 
nourable fociety ; ancient, as hav- 
ing fubfiiled from time immemorial^ and ho- 
nourable, as tending in every particular to render 
a man fo, that will be but conformable to its 
glorious precepts. The grcateft monarchs in all 
ages, as well of Alia and Africa as of Europe^ 
have been cncouragers of the royal art, and 
many of them have prefided as grand mailers 
over themafons in their reipefbive dominions ; not 
thinking it any diminution of their imperial dig- 
nities to level themfclvcs with their brethren in 
nttfonry, and to a^ as they did. The world's 
^at archived is our fupreme mafter^ and the 
unerring rule he has given us, is that by which 
we work* Religious difputes are never fufiered 
in the lodge, for, ?& free-mafons^ weonlypurfue 
the univerfal religion of nature : This is the ce* 
ment which unites men of the moft different 
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principles in one facred band, and brings tqg6- > 
ther thofe who were the moft diftant from one. 
another. 

• Ther£ are three general he^ of duty, \diicK 
mafons ought always to inculcate, mz-. to. Godi 
our neighbours J . and ourf elves. To • Gw^ ia- 
i^eyer bientidning his name but with that reve^ 
fential awe which, becomes <a creature to bear to 
his creator ; and to look upon him always as thc: 
fummum bonum which we cape into the world to 
enjoy : And according to that view to regulate 
all our purfuits. To our neighbours^ in adting 
upon the fquare^ or doing as we would be done 
by. To ourfelves in avoiding all intemperances: 
andexceffes, whereby we may be Iqd into a be- 
haviour unbecoming our laudable profeffion. 
' In the ft ate J a mafon is to a6t as a peaceable and 
dutiful fubjeft, conforming chearfiilly tp thc 
governmient under which he lives : he is to pay 
a due deference to his fuperiors, and from his 
inferiors he is rather to receive honour with fome 
reluftance than to extort it -, he is to be a man 
of benevolence and charity, not fitting down 
contented ^hile his fellow-creatures (but much 
more his brethren) are in want, and it is in his 
power, without prejudicing himfelf or family, 
to relieve them. In the lodge he is to behave 
with all due decorum, left the beauty and har- 
mony thereof Ihould be difturbed and broke, 
^e is to be obedient to the mafter and preliding 

of. 



'f. 




C 192 ) 

officers, and to apply himfelf cloiely to the bu* 
iineis of mafanry^ d)at he may (boner become a 
proficient therein, both for his own credit, and: 
for that of the lodge. He is not to negloft hia 
neceflary avocationi for the lake of mafonry, nor 
to involve Mmfelf in quarrels widi thofe who 
through ignorance may fpeak evil of, or ridlcuto 
it He is to be a lover of the arts and fcienceo 
and to take all opportunities of impm^ng him-^ 
ielf therein. If he recommends a friend to be. 
made a ma(bn, he muft vouch him to be fuch 
as he really believes will conform to the aforefaid 
duties : left by his mifconduft at any time the 
lodge fhould pafs under ibme evil impuutions« 
Nothing can prove more Ihocking to ^ fsuthful 
mafons, than to iee any of their brethren proi 
fane, or break through the iacred Tules of their 
order, and fuch as can do it they wiih bad ncva^ 
been admitted. 
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/f C H A R G E delivered hy Brother Thomas 
Frencp, G. S. at tU initiation pfa Free-M^on, 




BROTHER, 

E I N G now regularly initiated into 
this fociety, permit me to offer to 
your ferious confideration, thofe vir- 
tues that will always 4^^ingui^ you 
among men, efpecially mafons. 

The H(ffy Scriptures^ the ftandard of truth, and 
the unerring diftates of an unerring Being, I 
would recommend as the primary ob^eift of your 
attention. 

Next, a geheral, an unlimited regard for men 
of virtue^ honour and integrity^ howfoever dif- 
tinguifhed by private perfuafion ; mafonry wifely 
removes fuch diftinftions, and by jiniting all 
countries, fects and principles into one infepara- 
We band of affedion, conciliates true friendihip, 
and efFeftuates the noble purpofe of making each 
pther happy, and rejoicing in each other's feli- 
fky. . 

Cc Hence' 
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Hence diffutes on rcti^ion^ and poUdca are 

never futfcrei to interrupt the friendly inter- 
courfe of our regular ajfemblies — ^Thefe arc de- 
figned to improve the mind, correft the morals 
and reform the judgment. 

Tour experieaoe uxlife, has^ no doul» madc£i- 
miliar to you the three gfcat duties of nfiorality ; 
to God ; your neighbour ; and yoiufelf ; which I 
hope your new charafter as a free-mafon^ will 
ftill more deeply imprint upon your mindy and 
render your conduSl not only regular and uni- 
form, but in every other refpcft agrecaWc to 
tlic dignity of fihift l^udftble profeffion. 

As a imfin you- ^re cjbe^^lVf to conform 
to the g^vernoaeiH^ ¥Dder which, yw live i 
tq confider the i^tcireft of the ccuaamimky a§ 
your own ; and \k iieady oq 2Jlk occaHom tQ give 
proofs, of hyalty ux your jEbreirigiv 3od affection 
to your cQuatrf. 

. Benemknce and charity^ being the renowned 
charafteriftics of mafonry^ you are to- cherifh 
and pronei<^; and thaugh you ought ever fil^e* 
raUy to coatcibvtc to aHeMsate the milibries of 
the wretched^ yetr yott ace more pai^tkularly xxx 
e:s(tend yow pUy to. a poor hsubePj whofe im« 
happy cirqil!^)ibnc@. may oUige him to folkk 
ypur friendly affiHance ; ever remembering thar 
period of yovr lifoi when you wa&iff/rA&r^i into, 
mafodiy^ •wmi^** ^^ wbicb^ if you but for a nrn^ ^ 
ment refkd, it cannot fail making you fo far k^eie*^ 
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^;vbni aid Acver to fhut your ear unkindly to the 
eomplainti of the wretched^ But when a poor ^« 
tiff is oppreiftd by wanSt yoU vfill in a particulat* 
manner l^en to its fufferings with attention^ 
in confcqucncc of which> pity vill flow from 
your breaft, and Relief according to youf ca* 
pacity. 

The folemnity tf ottt Ceittndnies,^ vtWl ever 
require ftom you a feH^ki deportment, and 
ftrift attendott to the elucidating of thofc cm* 
bkms and Kieroglyphi63 under which our my- 
fteries are coiKhed 

And as order and rtgularity cannot fail to 
render permanent the harmony of this lodge, 
it is expedtcd you will be obedient to the mafter 
and prefiding officers, and be particularly care- 
ful never to introduce any difcourfe that may 
tend to violate your charafter as a gentleman^ 
or 2Lmafin J or to depreciat? thofe virtues that 
always adorn an honeft mind. 

If therefore from imiyng your friends or ac- 
quaintance, yoti fhould hererfter propofe a 
candidate for our myfteries, I would earneftly 
recommend, that you know liim to be worthy ; 
and never from a pecuniary or ungenerous motive, 
endeavour to introduce any but men of honour 
and integrity^ whofe chara£ier as well as principle, 
juftly entides him to the privileges of this fra- 
ternity. 

Cc 2 To 
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r To eicpatiate on the neccflity of a ctofe appfi-^ 
tation to the duties of mafonry, will, I prefume^ 
be needlefs, as I doubt not but your own expe-^ 
rience will fbon evince the real value and utifity 
of this fcience^ and the excellency of its pre- 
cepts. 

I (hall therefore conclude this addrefi in ^ 
fure expedlation of your implicit obedience to 
the foregoing circumftances, as well for your 
own honour as the cre4it of ibis lo4gc, and that 
you will chearfuUy conform to all thofe ialucary 
laws which are, and ever have been, the eftablilbH 
ed bqfis and fu^ort of the Royal Ab.t. 
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j1 T?K AYE R a^ the empointing of a hrotberl 
ufed in the reign of Edward IF. 



F^^5j{j*^HE mighty GOD and father of 
^5f T ^Bf heaven, with the wifdom of his 
f^^wKi glorious fon, through the good'^ 
kjK kjK nefs of the Holy Ghoft, that hath 
been three perfons in one godhead, be with us 
at our beginning, give us grace to govern in 
our living here, that we may come to his blils 
that fhall never have an end. 



>f PRAYER to he ufed at the admijfion of 

a brother. 

OMoft glorious and eternal God, who art 
the chief architeft of the created univerfe ! 
grant unto us^ thy fervants, who have dready 
entered ourfelves into this moft noble, ancient 
and honourable fraternity, that we may be folid 

and 
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and thoughtful, and alwiys have a liemember^.' 
ance of thofe (zcixd aod holy things we have 
taken on us, and endeavour to inftrudl and in- 
form each other in fecrecy, that nothing may be 
unlawfully or illegally obtained; and that this 
peifon who is now to be made a mafon, may 
be a worthy member, and may he, and all of 
us, live as men, confidering the great eqd for 
which thy goodnefs has created us ; and do 
thou, O God, give us wifdom to contrive in all , 
our doings, ftrength to fupport in all dilEcultiei; 
and beauty to adorn thofe heavenly manfiottft 
where thy honour dwells •, and grant, O Lord^ 
that we may agree together in brotherly-love and 
charity one towards another; and in all our 
dealings in the world, do juftice to all men, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with thee, our 
God ; and, at laft, may an abundant enterance 
be adminiftered unto us, into thy kingdom, O 
great Jehovah. Now unto the king eternal j im^ 
mortal, imnjibk^ fbe only mfe Gody ie kingdom^ 
power y and glory ^ for ever and ever. Amen. 

Another PRAYER. 

Ti^ O S T holy and glorious Lord God, thou 
X^-i- architeft of heaven and earth, who art the 
giver of all good graces : and bath promiied 

that 
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that where two or three are gathered together in 
thy name, thou wilt be in the midft of them : 
in thy name we affemble and meet together, 
, moft humbly befeeching thee to blefs us in all 
our undertakings, to give us thy holy fpirit, to 
enlighten our minds with wifdom and under- 
ftanding, that we may know an^ ferve thee 
aright, that all our doings may tend to thy glory, 
and to the falvation of our fouls : And we be- 
feech thee, O Lord God, to blefs this our pre- 
fcnt undertaking, and to grant that this our 
brother may dedicate his life to thy fervice, and 
be a true and faithful brother among us : endue 
him with divine wifdom, that he may, with the 
fccrets of mafonry, be able to unfold the myfte- 
rics of godlinels and chriftianity. 

This we bumhly beg in the name^ and for the fake 
of Jefus Cbrijl^ our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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S {^Ayrs, OitDERS ,and Constitu- 
tions are ejfentially neecflary to thte 
•^ eftablifhment and fuppott of ^ery 
"9&§jm( focicty, withoyt which no /^r/>/y can 
Jong fubfift with any degree of happittsfe or re- 
putation, the GENERAL kwsand regulations of the 
fnoji ancient md honour able fociety of free and ac? 
jcepted mafor^s^ as fet forth in the book of copfti? 
tiitions, are invariaWy to be obfervisd l:^. eyseiy 
private lodge, aiid ^ery individual member of 
jthe fraternity. B%it for the better anfwring tiae 
purpofes of particular lodgjpsi to ceooeiaK dy^ 
jLinion thereof; and to further the good iiitea^8$ 
pf thofc brethren, who are difpofe^ JP cultivate 

J>4 ^ 
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the ROYAL CRAFT, occording to the ancient fplen* 
dour; ^ grand mqfier of mafons^ hath pennit- 
ted, and it hath ever been the ufage of the 
lodges to frame to themfelves fuch bye-laws^ as 
to the members of each particular lodge fhall 
feem meet, provided that the ancient land marks 
arc preferved inviolate, and that fuch lye-laws be 
agreeable to the general regulations. 

And as it frequently happens that new lodges • 
arc at a lofs for fome afliftance on thefe occa- 
fions, the foUowuig form is offered for that pur- 
pofe* 

BYE-LAWS, for the regulation 
of the Lodge No. known by the 

name of of the moft 

ancient and honourable Society of Free and 
Accepted Mafons^ duly conflituted the 

day of A. L. 5769* 

A. D. 1769, firft held at 

and now held at 

Article i . Fixedy or lodge nights. 

. That the lodge fhall aflemble on the third Fri- 
day in every month at feven o'clock in the even- 
ing ; which (hall be deemed general, or public 
lodg^ nights : but that the right worfbipfiil mas- 
ter ihall have power, as in times pafl:» to coo- 
vene z private lodge as often as he fhall find it 
expedient. : 

Articfc 
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Article 2. Ele5li<m and rboice of officers. 

That the clcftion of a majierj as well as a 
ireafurer of this lodge, fliall be half yearly, to 
wit, at the public lodges held in June and De- 
centber^ by a majority of the memberi prefcnt, 
by ballot. That the maflier elefl:, if prefertt, 
fliali on that night of Eleftion, if not, at the nesct 
Jodge night, appoint the two wardens zndfecre- 
tary. That the accounts of the treafuiyr Ihall 
be audited on the night of eledtion, or fo foon 
after es conveniently can, by the matter and 
warden? for the time being, or by a committee for 
that purpofe to be appointed j and the ballanqe 
appearing to be due thereon, ,fhall be .paid by 
' him to the treafurer eleSly immediately after the ac- 
icounts are fo audited, or at the n^xt; public lodge 
night. That the tyler Ihall be el?£ted by baUoj:, 
or holding up of hands of the rnembers preijcnt, 
' on every eleitipn night, or as ofien as there ifcall 
be occarion> and fhall be continued only, during 

* his good l^ehaviour and the pleafqre of the 
lodge, ' , \ 

Article 3. Payment of ^arteridge^ 

' » 

That every member of this lodge Ihall pay to 

^ the treafurer for the ufe of the lodge the annut4 

fufefcription of eighteen (hillings, by quarterly 

' payments, viz. the fum of four fhilliqgs and 

fixpence on the ift lodge night aft^r (^hriflm^^ 

P d « the 
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the i^. lodge night after Lady - day ^ the id. 
lodge night after ^lidfummer^ and on the ift. 
lodge night after Michaelmas. And if any mem- 
ber (hall tkf^kGt or refxife to pay thefan^e within 
three ihonths from every fuch quaikter day, 
having had notice thereof from the fecittary^ 
he (hall be expelled as a member andexdud- 
^ from vifiting this lodge, unle(s good Caufe 
.be fliewn to the mafter ahd brethren fo induce tf 
forbeApmce* 

Article 4. Makings* 

'ttiat every perfon defirous of being made a 
hiafon in this lodge, rfi^U be recommended and 
duly propofed bjr a inember in an open public 
Iddge ; when the brother fo propofing him^ 
JhaU depofit half a guinea on account of his 
•fees. And the brother fo propofc'd fhall be 
'tallbtcd for the next fucceeding public lodge 
flight, in which interval proper enquiry may be 
inadc into his charafter, and if on fuch ballot 
there (hall not "appear two * black, or negative 
ballsi he fhall be initiated and admitted a mem- 
ber on |>aying to the treafurer the admiflion fee 
cne guinea and a half, together with his fub- 
rcri|ftion in proportion to the time then to come 
in the current quarter; and alfo five (hillings to 

the 
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the ufe of the grand or public fund of mafoiis 
for his admijjion ahd . reg^iring fees : and if on 
VL ballot he Ihould appear not to be admitted, 
the fum depofitcd when he was propofcd Ihall be 
Tctumed to die brother who pfopofed him* And 
if he is approved on the 1)aHoti and ncglefts to 
attend for admilTion, tbree lod^ nights, his de- 
pofit fhall in that cafe be forfeited to the lodge. 
And if any 4)rother fliall be duly prbpofed and 
admitted, who hath before been initiated into 
the firft or paflTed to the fecond degree5 ^ ano^ 
iher regular lodge, he. ihall pay fo much as 
together with what he hath already advanced 
for fuch initiation, orpafs, as will amount to the 
fum of one guinea and a half, provided that no 
fuch brother fhall be paffed or raifed for lefe 
than half a guinea for each degree befides his fee 
foricgiftcring* 

Article 5. Admijjion of members. 

'That iio brother Ihall be admitted a member 
of this lodge until he hath vifited us once at leaft, 
and has been duly propofed by a member in open 
lodge, which done he Ihall be ballotted for at 
the nex;t fucceeding publick lodges and unlcfs 
. three negatives or black balls appear, Ihall be 
admitted on paying five (hillings to the fund of 
the lodge and two ihillings and fixpence to the 
grand fund for regiftering his name, over and 
above his proportionable fubfcription. 

Article 
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Article 6. Vifitors. 

That every vifiting brother being a member ,of 
a regular lodge, (hall pay on every vifit i^..6i 
liut ^ only of the lodge of St. 7^ ^^ P^y /¥* 

Article 7. Mj/f^ iJ»i fVardens to attend quarterly 
tommunications and committees of charity. , . / 

That the mafter and wardens, or their reprr- 
fentatives fhaU attend every committee of charity 
and quarterly, communication at the expcncc rf 
the lodge, and fhall give to the fund of charity 
fuch fum, and fo often, as the lodge (hall agree to 
at the pubKc lodge next preceding every quar- 
terly committee, 

Article 8. Fund and property of the lodge vefted in 
mafter and wardens in trujl for the lodge. 

That the cafh or fund as well as the jewels, 
furniture, and other things belongmg tP this 
lodge or fociety, fhall be, and hereby is, vefted 
in and deemed, the property of the A^aftcr, and 
wardens for the time being, fo that any aftion Or 
fuit that fhaH happfen to be neceflary for the prc- 
* fcrvation or recovery of the fanic, or any jpatt 
thereof, or of any of the arrears of quartcridge, 
may and fhall be brought or commenced arid 
pfofecuted in tkir names, in tnift for the trie 
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and benefit of the lodge, and to be paid» applied 
and difpofed of as the m^ority of the membcis 
fhall in due form, from time to timey think 
proper to dired. 

Article 9. Enailingj abrogating or altering laws. 

That when a motion fhall be made for lany 
new law, or the abrogating or altering of any old 
one, it fhall firft be handed up in writing to the 
matter, in order to be read and confidered by 
him and the members prefent ; and no new law^ 
abrogation, or alteration of any old one, fhall be 
valid unlefs the fame be entered in the minutes, 
by the confent of the majority of members pre- 
fent at one public lodge, and duly confirmed at 
the next. 

Article 10. Every mender to Jign and obey tbefe 
and the conjiitutional laws* . 

That every member of this lodge fhall fign 
thefe laws, and fhall obferve and keep the fame, 
aad all fuch as fhall hereafter be enaftcd agree- 
able to the 8th article, as well as all the laws, 
orders and regulations laid down and prefcribed 
in and by the lafl edition of the book of confli- 
tutions of mafonry, and fuch as fhall hereafter 
be made and publifhed by the authority of the 

graiid lodge. 
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The ^»ve laws ktdcd and approved of at s 
public lodge held the day of 

are nov duly ena£ted and- confnmed at 
another public lodges held th» Pay. 

of A. L. 5769. A. D. 1763, 

'Wiinefs the hands^ us the foDo^g offiten 
and brethreQ. 
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Frofi the following^ ^n^rai coUeSion^ Lodges ma/ 
furnijh tbemf elves with fuitable lawSj accordr 
ing to their various circumJtaneeSf 




Law. I . Titne of nutting. 

i^^f^^AT the members of this lodge fhafli 
T fl?: nieet every . and 

^jul in each month at the hour of fix from 
JlScbaelmas^ to Lady-day ^ and at the 
hour of feven from Ladf-day to Michaelmas. 
And that every member ihall comfe into the 
lodge decently cloathed ii) fuch attire as is fuit- 
able to his rank, quality, and condition iti 
life ; always rcmcmforihg that he can never aflb- 
xriate himfelf with better company than brothers 
^nd fellow f. 

it. Opening the lodge. 

When a ftdifcient number of members flxall be 
^(TemWed, die mafter, or in his abfence„a propejr 
perfon fhall immediately open the lodge and pro- 
jtee4 to bufinds. And if die mafber, either of 

E e i\^ 
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the wardens, or other officer of the lodge, who 
in virtue of his office, is intitukd to keep a key 
or keys, fhould not attend the lodge in proper 
time, and negleft to fend the fame, whereby the 
budneis of the lodge fhall be retarded, fuch 
brother (hall forfeit the fum of 

3. Clofing the lodge. 

^ As nothing has a greater tendency to bring 
the craft into difrepute than keeping late hours 
on lodge nights ; The mailer {hall be acquainted 
by the S. W. when it is VClock, and fhall 
immediately proceed to clofe the lodge; cither of 
them failing herein fhall forfeit the fum of 
and any member who is in the lodge (and not 
being a traveller or lodger in the houfe) remain- 
ing in the fame houfe after o'clock, 
fhall alfo forfeit the fum of It is hoped 
and expected that no member will offend againfl 
this law, calculated to fecure the honour and 
harmony of the lodge, to prevent uneafinefs to 
our relatives at home, and to preferve the oecQ- 
nomy of our families. 

4. Liquors and pppiT. 

All liquors drank at fupper 6n lodge nights, 
fhall be charged to the lodge^ but liquors called 
for before lodge hours, unlels on account of 
makings, &c. fhall not be charged to the kdgp^ 

No 
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No perfon (hall be permitted to fup in the lodge 
toom during lodge hours. 

• 5. Admiffion of mafons or members. 

That no perfon be fuffered or admitted to be 
made a free and accepted mafon in this lodge, or 
if a mafon, to be a member thereof, unlefs well 
known to one or more members, to be a man of 
virtuous principles and integrity, and not a bondf- 
man •, and fuch as by their own confent, are de- 
lirous to becbmt brethren 5 it being contrary to 
our eftablilhed conftitution, to perfoade or engage 
thereto, and it is hereby recommended to every 
good mafon, and particularly to the brethren of 
this lodge, that they be careful whom they re- 
commend as candidates for mafonry, that they 
may not bring icandal, or difreputation on the 
craft.. 

- 6. Makings pajing and raijing. ^ 

No perfon ftiall be made a mafon in this lodge 
without firft paying into the hands of the trea- 
furer, two guineas ; for which, if he proves a wor^ 
thy member of our fociety. He (hall be intituled 
to the three degrees without further expence : 
But if any one made a mafon in this lodge, 
fliall afterwards prove an unworthy member of 
the craft, by treating it difrefpedfuUy either 
by words or aftions -, leading an immoral and 

£ e 2 fcandalous 



( 212 ) 

fcandalous life, fuch pcrfon Aall not be intitled» 
to any further degree in this lodge. 

And whereas the craft hath fuffered- greatly 
in its reputation and happinels by the admifliort 
of low and inferior perfons, no ways fit to be- 
come members of our ancient and honoiirabB 
inftitution, wheretfymcnof rank, quality, kaow« 
ledge and education, are oft deterred from afib^ 
ciating with their brcthreri at their public meet- 
ings : It is hoped every brother who is defired to 
propofe aqy perfon, will be paniltularly carefiil^ 
that he is one in all refpeds fuitable to tho 
venerable fociety he is to become a member of; 
one whofe temper and difpofition may cement 
the barm^ of the lodge, and whofe conduft 
and circumftances in life, are fuch as may not 
tend to diminilh the credit of it When a per* 
fon is propofed, it fhall be mentioned at the bot- 
tom of the next fummons (which fhall ilTueAt leaft 
tfiree days before the lodge night,) that each 
member may be; prepared to approve or rejeft 
fuch candidate •, alfo the fame praftice, and for 
the fame reafon, (hall be obferved with regard 
to pafllng or raifing a brother. 

7. IVho propet to be admitted an honorary member^ 

and when difcontinued. 

That no one member of this lodge be admitted 
an honorary member, unlefs his avocati^nisi fre- 
quently 
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quetitly call him out of town ; or his place of 
ftbode be at too great a diftance to attend con« 
ftantly : In either of the above cafes it may be 
difpenfed with by a majority of members prefent; 
but fuch an honorary member cannot be chofe 
into any office, fpeak, rote, or otherwife con- 
cern himfelf with the bufinefs of the lodge. Such 
brother fhall be admitted each night on the fame 
terms as the members, and may have the privi- 
lege of becoming a member without any further 
fine^ on his being firft propofed aiid balloted 
&r, and negatives not appearing againft 

him upon calling up the fame. If a brother ihall 
difcontinue himfelf a member % from the time 
the meffage, letter (ft* motion is fent or made, he 
Ihall not vote, or otherwife concern himfelf with * 
the bufinels of the lodge ; but if there fhould 
happen, to be any more lodge nights in the 
quarter after fuch motion, he ffiall have a right 
to bnkdmitted to the end of the quarter he has 
paid up to* 

8. ^imeforre-ddmiffionof am^ber. 

That any member having difcontinued him-^ 
felf from this lodge and paid his arrears, may, 
on application and paying five (hillings, be re- 
admitted, (provided negatives do not 
appear againft him) and any fea-faring member, ^ 
or one whofe bufinefs obliges him. to leave 
town, Ihall be cxcufcd paying his quarteridge 

from 'i^^ 



■ ..V 
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from the time of his departure till his arrival in 
L^dotij firft having fignified the fame to the 
lodge, and paid Up his arrears. 

9. EleSion of officers. 

New officers ihall be elcfted on the Lodge- 
Nights before the Feftivals of St. John the Bap- 
tift and St. John the Evangelift, each member 
having notice for that purpofe in his loc%e-letten 
In the choice of a mafter, his abilities muft be 
preferred to his feniority. The mafter, treafurer 
and (ecrctary^ Ihall be ele£bed by ballot, but no 
brother ihall be clewed mafter who has not ferved 
the office of warden, or mafter, at leafl one half 
year, in iome regular lodge f and no officer fhall 
be eledird to ferve a fecond time againft his incli« 
nation. The new mafter ihall be invcfted by the 
old mafter in due form, who fhall be allowed a 
charge before he quits the chair. The new mafter 
ihaU then appoint a fenior warden*; but, that the 
mafter may not have too much authority in this 
rcfpeft, the fenior warden fhall appoint a junior 
warden, and they fhall be both inveffed by the 
mafter, as well as the treafurer and fecretary^ in 
'due form. The old treafurer and fecretary 
arc then to lay a ftace of their accounts before 
the lodge, which, if approved of by the majority. 



* This is rarely the praflice, mofl mailers appointing h^tb 
wardens; and alfo the fecrecary* 
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fliall be deemed a regular faffing of their 
accounts. The niafter fliall be allowed two 
ibilling^ *nd fixpence when he attends the com- 
mittee of charity for this lodge, and five (hillings 
when he attends with the wardens at a quarterly 
communication. 

lo. Stewards appointed and their duty. 

That the mafter do on the night of his eIe<5Hon» 
appoint two difcreet brethren, to a£l as ftewards 
ot the lodge, who fliall attend conftantly, except 
when hindered by illnefs or urgent ^bufinefs •, in 
which cafe, the mafter fliall appoint whom he 
thinks proper to fupply their place, prv tempore^ 
they fliall continue in their office till the next 
eleftion night. Their bufinefs fliall be to fee 
that the vifitors are properly accommodated; that 
the tables be properly fupplied, and to keep an 
account of the fame, which they fliall compare 
with the houfe bill at the clofmg of the lodge. 
If any brother fliall order in any wine, &c, 
after the ftewards have clofed their accounts, 
what is fo prderfd* ftall be at the faid brother's 
own coft "and charge. 

II. Laws when to be read. 

That upon every eledlion night the mafter 
fliall caule thefe laws to be read to the lodge, 
immediately before they proceed tp the Ijallot 
-^ for a new niafter. 
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^2. Balloting. 

No member ihall be permitted to ballot in any 
ma;tter relating to this lodge until he has paid his 
foil quarteridge up to the next quarter-day ir» 
which fuch ballot is to be made ; and, in aH 
ballots, the nlafter of the Ipdg^ fhall be entitled 
to a cafting vote upon an equality of numbers, 

13. NoS to difcmr a perfin rejeRti^ 

That when any brother is propc^ed to become 
a memberi or any peribn to be made a mafon, if 
it appear upon cafting up the baUot, that they 
^e rejedted, no member, or vifiting brQther 
fliall di&over, by any means whatfoever^ who 
thofe members were that oppofed his eleftioo, 
under the penalty of fuch brother's being f^ 
ever expelled the lodge^ (if a member,) and^ if 
a viiitin^ brother, of bis being never xmxf^ 
admitted as a vifitor^ or becoming a member ; 
and imme4iately after a negative pafles on any 
perfons bebg propofed, the mafter fliall cauic 
this law to be read, that fiQ bpoth^r preiei}{ 
inay plead ignorance^ 

\\. Del^dfeSy complaints J quefiionsj ^c, to lfa4^ 

drejfed to tb^ cjbairt 

That in aH debates concerning the affairs of 
^his lodge, complaints made, or queftions that 

may 
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may arife, every brother Ihall ftand up while 
he fpeak^ and ^drefs himfclf to the matter in 
the chair ; if more thaji one brother Ihall ftand 
up af one time to fpeak, the oiaftef fhall ord^r 
th^e firfi who ftopd up to proceed, and the reft , 
fh^ll immediately fit down and bg Clent, till fuch 
brother has done fpeaking j ^nd that no member 
be allowed to fpeak twice on one fubjeft, unlefs 
to explain hiiiifelf, and the mafter Ihall think it 
expedient. / 

1 5, Penalty for /peaking difrefpeSifully of the lodge^ 

. That ^ny brother who is knoJvn to hav6 fppken 
ijifrefpedfully of the fociety in general, ot this 
lodge in pgrticfular, ftiaU not be Emitted a 
member, or as a vifitor, until he has made fuc^ 
f pnceffioa- as may be thought fatisf actpry . 

f 

16. Penalty for h/^aking the Iqws. 

That if a brother break any of thefe rules 
and orders, the mafter, with the majority of 
the brethren (if they think fit) Ihall lay a fine, 
not exceeding five fhillings on the brother fo 
offending : which fine^ as well as all others, Ihall 
go to the fund of the lodge \ and the brother 
refufing to pay Ilich fine, Ihall for ever be ex- 
•eluded this lodge. 

/ ' F £ . 17. 
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* * 

17. Landlords detaining kiters. 

That the landlord of the houfe (where this 
lodge is held) fhall immediately, upon the re* 
ceipt of any letter or meflage left with Wm for 
the right worfhipfiil mailer, forward it to him 5 
and upon his negleft or refufal, fhall forfeit ta 
this lodge the fum of five fhillings. 

• 

18. Landlords. 

Great inconveniences having arifen to lodge;, 
by landlords being the proprietors of thefumiture, 
&c. no landlord, or mafter of the houfe where 
this lodge fhall be held, fhall be permitted to 
have any other fhare in the furniture, &€• of the 
lodge than as an individual member ; according 
to the diredlion of the grand lodge. ^"^ 

19. Dijguifed in liquoTj /wearing^ (^c. the penalties. 

That no brother do prefume to fwear, come 
into the lodge intoxicated, or on any account 
call for wine or other liquors, but addrefs him- 
felf to the ftewards or wardens, who, if they 
think it neceflary, will give their orders accord- 
ingly. That all brethren do behave thcmfclves 
with decency to each other, and, with refpeft tp 
the mafter in the chair and prefiding ofKcers *, and 
in cafe of default in either of thefe particulars, the 
brother fo offending fhall forfeit the fum of twQ 
flullings and fixpence to the fund of the lodge* 

20. 
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20. Prefents. 

That all prcfents made to this lodge be enter-. 
cd in the lodge book, with the brother's name 
from whom fuch benevolence flowed, in token 
of his efteeni for mafonry in general, and this 
lodge in particular ; and. alfo that the mafter, 
for the time being, or his fecretary, fhall take care 
to enter the fame accordingly. 
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SOLOMON'S TEMPLE : 



A H 



OR A T O R I O. 

As it vKiT, r'!'r^ormed at the Philharmonic • 
Room, in DuhLn^ Tor the benefit of fick and 
diftrefled Free -Masons. 



,The Words by Mr. James Eyre Weeks. 

The Mufic compofed by Mr. Richard Broad- 
way, Organift of St. Patrick's Cathedral. 

SOLOMON, the Grand Mafter. 
HIGH PRIEST. 
HIRAM, the Workman, 
URIEL, Angel of the Sun. 
S H E B A, Queen of the South. 
Chorus of Priefts and Nobles. 



Solomon. 
RECITATIVE.' 

Onven*d we*re met— chief oracle of heav*n. 

To whom the facred myfteries arc giv'n. 

We* re met to bid a fp lend id fabrick rife. 

Worthy the mighty ruler of the Ikies. 

High 



c 



/ 
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High Priest. 

Andlo ! where Uriel, angql of the Sun. 
Arrives to fee the mighty bufmefs done. 

, AIR. 

Beholdhe comes upon the wings of light. 
And with his funny veftment chears the fight. 

Uriel. 

RECITATIVE. - 

The Lord fupreme, grand matter of the Ikie&t 
Who bid Creation from a chaos rife. 
The rules of architecture firft engrav'd 
On Adam's Heart. 

Chorus of the Pricfts and Nobles* ' 
To heavens high Architedl all praife. 

All gratitude be giv*n. 
Who deign'd the hum^n foul to raife. 
By Secrets fprung from heav'n. 

Solomon. 

RECITATIVE. 

Adam, well vers'd in arts^ 
Gave to hisfonsthe Plumb arid Lincj 
By Mafonryg. fage Tubal Cain 
To the deep Organ tun'd the Strain. 

AIR. 

4 

And while he fweU'd the melting Note, 
On high the filver concords float. 

High 
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High Priest. 
RECITATIVE, accompanyU 

Upon the rurface of the Wavcs^ 
(When God a mighty deluge pours) 

Koab a choien remnant faves. 
And laid the ark's ftupendous Floors* 

Uriel. 

AIR- 

Hark from on high the malbn Word 
•* David my fervant, ffiall not build : 
•• A lodge for heaven*s all Sov'reign Lord; 
^ Since blood and War have ft^n'd his fhield 

«* That for the Deputy, his Son, 

•* We have rcferv'd — ^Prince Solomon. Da Capo. 

Chorus for Priefts ind Nobles. 

Sound great JEKOVAH's praife! 
Who tnd young Solomon the temple raife. 

SoLOMON^. 

RECITATIVE. 

So grand a Struftur^ fhaD we raife. 
That men (hall wonder ! Angels gaze ! 
By art Divine it ftiall be reared, 
Kor (hall the hammer's noife be heard. 

CHORUS. 

Sound great JEHOVAH's praife ! 
Who bid king 5)Olomon the temple raife- 

Uriel. 



( i23 ) 

U R T E L, 

RECITATIVE. 

To plan the traghty dome, 
Hiram, the mafter-mafon*s come. * 

Uriel. 

AIR. 

We know thee, by thy apron white, 

An archited to be. 
We know thee, by thy* trowel bright^ 

Well Ikiird in mafonry. 
We know thee, by thy jcwePs blaze. 

Thy manly walk and air. 

Jnftrufted, thou the lodge jfhalt raifej 

Let all for work prepare. 

Hi ram. 
AIR. 
Not like BabePs haughty buildings 
•Shall our greater lodge be fram'd; 

That to hideous jargon yielding, 
Juftly Wj^s a Babel nam'd; 

There Confufion, nil o'er-bearing. 
Neither fign, nor word they knew, 

We, our work with order fquaring. 
Each Proportion (hall be tme. 

Solomon. 

RECITATIVE. 

Cedars, which fince creation grew, 

Fall of themfelves to grace the don^ej 
All Lebanon, as if ftie knew 

The great Occalion-— io, is come t 



Uriel. 
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AIR, 

Behold, my brethren of the Acy^ 

The Work begins, worthy an angeFs Eye^ 

Chorus of Priefts and .Nobles. 
Be prefent all ye heavenly holt. 
The work begins — The LoRP-defrayi the CpftJ 




ACT II, 

Messenger. 

RECITATIVE. 

BEHOLD, attended by a numerous train. 
Queen of the fouth, fair Sbel^aj greets thy reign \ 
In admiration o( thy wifdom, fhe. 
Comes to prefent the bended knee. 

Solomon to Hiram, 

RECITATIVE. 

Receive her with a' fair falute; 
Such as with majcfty may fuit. 

Hiram. 
AIR. 

When allegiance bids obey, 

We with pleafure own its fway» 

Enter Sheba attended. 

Obedient to fuperior greatnefs, fee. 

Our fcepter hails thy mightier Majefly. 

Thus 
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Thus Phebe, Queen of fhade and night. 

Owning the fun's fuperior rays. 
With feebler glory, klter light 

Attends the triumph of his blaze. 
Oh, all-excelling prince, receive 

The tribute due to fuch a king ! 
Not the. gift, but will, believe ! 

Take the heart, not what we bring. Z). C 

Solomon. 

RECITATIVE, 

Let meafures foftly fweet 
Illuftrious Sheba's prefence greet, 

Solomon, 

AIR. 

Tune to the lute and ftring the lyre. 

Equal to the fair we fing! 
Whacan fee and not adniir€ 

Sheba, confort for a king ! 
.Enlivening wit and beauty join. 

Melting fenfe and graceful air, 
Here united powers combine 

To make her brighteft of the fair. 2). C 

Solomon. 

RECITATIVE. 

Hiram, our brother and our friend^ 
po thou the queen with me attend. 

G ff SCENE 
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SCENE II. j4 view of the temple. 
HichPriest, 

RECITATIVE, 

Sacred to heaven behold the dome appears ; . 
hoj what augufl: folcninity it wears ; 
Angels themfelves have deign'd to deck the frame. 
And beauteous Sheba Ihall report its fame. 

• 

A I R. 

When the queen of the fouth Ihall return 
To the climes which acknowledge her fway. 

Where the fun's warmer beams fiercely bum. 
The princcfs with tranfport fliall fay. 

Well worthy my journey, Pvc feen 

A monarch both graceful and wife, 
Deferring the love of a queen ; 

And a Temple well* worthy the Ikies. D. C. 

CHORUS. 

Open ye gates, receive a queen who fhares 
With equal fenfc your happinefs and cares. 

Hiram. 
RECITATIVE. 
Of riches much, but more of wifdom, fee, 
Proportioned workmanfhip and mafonry. 

Hiram. 
A I R. 

Oh charm.ing Sheba, there behold. 

What mafly ftores of burnifh'd gold. 

Yet richer is our art ; 

Not 
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Not all the orient gems, that fhine. 
Nor treafurcs of rich Ophir's mine. 

Excel the mafon's heart -, 
True to the fair, he honours more. 
Than glittering genta or brighteft ore. 

The plighted pledge of love ; 
To ev'ry tie of honour bo«nd. 
In love and friendlhip conftant found. 

And favoured from above. 

Solomon and S h e b a. 
DUET. 
^ S One gem beyond the reft I fee, 

c And charming Solomon is he. 

^ C One gem beyond the reft I fee, 

Solomon. < r:^ - n. r r - * i. ..n,^ 

(^ Faireft of fair-ones, thou art Ihe. 

Sheba. Oh thou furpafling all men wife ; 

Solomon, And thine excelling womens eye3. 

Hiram. 

RECITATIVE. 

Wifdom and beauty both combine 

Our art to raife, our hearts to join. 

q H O R u s. 

Give to Masonry the prize. 
Where the faireft chufe the wife : 
Beauty ftill fhould wifdom love ; 
Beauty and order reign above. 



G g 2 Some 
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Some of the ufual Free-Masons SONGS, 

The Mafters Sortg^ hy Dr. Anderson. 

In tbefirji Book it is itkS Par Is j comprehending the 
Hiftory of Mafonry ; but being too long^ the ^d 
Part is only printed here. 

t. 

WE fing of Masons ancient fame ! 
Lo, eighty thou/and craftfmen rife 
Under the Masters of great Name, 

More than three thou/and jud and wife* 
Employed by Solomon the Sire, 
And general master mafon too. 
As Hiram was in (lately Tyre^ 
Like Salem built by mafon^s true* 

The royal art was then divine^ 

The craftfmen counfeird from above, 

The temple was the grand design. 
The wond'ring world did all approve* 

Ingenious men from every place 
Came to furvey the glorious pile ; 

And when return'd, began to trace 
And imitate its lofty fiile. 

At 
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At length the Grecians came to know. 

Geometry^ and learn'd the art 
Pythagoras was raised to fhow. 

And glorious Euclid to impart f 
Great Archimedes too appeared. 

And Carthaginian matters bright i 
Till Roman citizens uprear'd 

The arty with wifdom and delight. 

4- 
But when proud jifia they had quell'd. 

And Greece and Egypt overcome. 
In architedhire they excelled. 

And brought the learning all to Rome : 
Where wife Vitruvius Warden prime. 

Of architefts the art improved 
In great Augustus* peaceful time. 

When arts and artijis were belov'd. 

5- 
They brought the knowledge from the eaji^ 

And as they made the nations yield. 
They fpread it thro' the north and wefi^ 

And taught the world the art to build. 
Witnefs their citadels and tow^rs^ 

To fortify their legions fine, 
Their temples^ palaces and bowers 

That fpoke the mafons grand design. 



Thus 
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6. 

Thus mighty Ajlem kings and fome 

Of Abram's race, and monarchs good 
Of Egypt y Syria^ Greece^ and Rome^ 

True ARCHITECTURE undcrflood. 
No wonder then iif mafons join 

To celebrate thofe mason-kings. 
With folemn note and flowing wine, 

Whilft every brother jointly fings. 

CHORUS. 

Who can unfold the royal art^ 

Or fhew its fecrets in a fong ? 
They're fafely kept in mafotCs heart. 

And to the ancient lodge belong ! 

To the KING and the craft. 

9 

II. The Warden^ Song^ by the fame Author. 

In tbefirft Book it was of 1 3 verfeSy too long : But 
the laft verfe and chorus is thought enough ta be 
Jung. 

FROM henceforth ever fing, 
Th^ craftfman and the king^ 
With poetry arid mufick fweet 
Rcfound their harmony compleat. 

And 
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And mthgeomeiry in Ikilful Hand 
Due homage pay. 
Without delay. 
To noble BEAUFORT now our mafter grand. 
He rules the frtthovn foris of art 
By love and friendfhip, hand and heart. 

Chorus of the Wardens Song. 

Who can rehearfe' the praife 

In foft poetick lays, 
Or folid profe, of mafons true, 
Whofe art tranfcends the common view ? 
Thj^xfecrets ne*er to ftrangers yet exposed, 

Preferv*d fhall be 

By mafons free^ 
And only to the ancient lodge difclos'd ; 
Becaufe they're kept in mafons heart 
By brethren of the royal art. 

To the grand majier. 

iS vIp Cf gp q3 zS %9 CD gp OS CP %s CS 9i Cs ^j ^% oP C2 CP dS' ft^ 

m.rbe FELLOW CRAFT's Song, 
By hrotbeir Charles de la Fay, Efq; 

I. 

HAIL mafonry / thou craft divine ! 
Glory of earth ! from heaven reveal'd ! 
Which doth mth jewels precious fhine. 
From all but mafons eyes conceal'd. 
CHORUS. 
Tiy praifes due who can rehearfe^ 

In nervous profe or flowing verfc ? 

As 
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i 



i 






a; 

I 

As men from brutes diftmguUh*d are,' 

A ma/on other men excels ; 
For what's in knowledge choice and rare 

But in his bread fecurely dwells ? 

CHORUS, 

Hisjiknt breait and faithful heart 
J^referve the fecrets of the art. 

From fcorching heat and piercing cold. 
From bealls whofc roar the foreft rends. 

From th' affaults of warriors bold 
The mafons art mankind defends. 

CHORUS. 

Be to this art due honour paid^ 
From which mankind receives fuch aid. 



V 



Enfigns of ftate that feed our pride, 
Diftinftions troublefome and vain. 

By mafons true are laid afide. 

Arts freeborn fons fuch toys difdain, 

CHORUS. 

Innobled by the name th^ bear, 
Dijiinguifh^d by the badge they wear. 

5- 
Sweet fellowfhip from envy free. 

Friendly converfe of brotherhood 

The lodgers lading cement be, 

Wliich has for ages firmly Hood, 

CHORUS, 



, < 
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CHORUS. 

A lodge thus built for ages paft 
Has lajledy and Jball ever laft. 

6. 
Then in owvfongs be jufticc done 

To thofe who have inrich'd the artj 
From Adam to great Beaufort down. 
And let each brother bear a part. 

CHORUS. 

Let noble mafons healths go rounds 

Their praife in lofty lodge refound. 
To the deputy Grand Mailer and Grand Wardens. 




IV. The cnter'd T R E N T I C E's Song^ 

By brother Matthew BirkheaD) dcccafed. 

To be fung after grave bufinds is orer. 

COME let us prepare. 
We brothers that are, 
Aflembled on merry occafion ; 
Let's drink, laugh and fing. 
Our wine has a fpring, 
Here's an health to an accepted mafon. 

All charged. 

The world is in pain 

Our fecrets to gain. 

And ftill let them wonder and gaze on; 

Till they're (hewn the light. 

They'll ne're know the right 
Word or fign of an accepted mafon. 

Hh Tii 
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*Tb ibis and 'tis ibaty 

They cannot tell wbaf^ 
Why fo many great men of the natiori^ 

Should aprons put on 

To make themfclves one, 
\Vith zfree and an accepted majcn. 

Great king3, dukes and lords 

Have laxl by their fwords^ 
^r myfPry to put a good grace on^ 

And ne*re been aiham'd 

To hear themfelvcs nam*d 
[With z,fne and an accepted mafon. 

Antiquitfs pride 

We have on our fide, 
Ai^d it maketh men juft hi their ftation $ 

. There's nought but what's good * 

To be underftood 
By a free and an accepted mafon^ 

We're true and fincere 

And juft to the fair i 
they'll truft us on any occafioft 5 

No mortal can more 

The ladles adore. 
Than a free arid ah accepted mafoH. 

Then join hand in hand. 

By each brother firm ftand. 

Let's be nierry and put a bright face on i 

What mortal can boaft 

So noble a toaft, 

JfkA a free and an accepted mdfin f 

CliORUSi 
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CHORUS, 

No mortal can boaji 

So noble a toajly 
As a free and an accepte4 mafon. 

Thrice repeated in due form. 
To all the fraternity roujid the glohel 




V. rhe deputy GRAND MASTER'S Song. 
N.B. Every two laft lines of each verfe is the Chorus. 

ON, on, my dear l^ttbrenj purfpe^your great 
le^urCy 
And refine on the rules of old arcbiteSfure t 
High iionour to mafons the craft daily brings. 
To thofe brothers o( princes and fellows of kings. 

We drove the vwdtVandals ^LndGotbs off the Stage, 
Reviving the art of Auxsusxijs' fam'd age; 
And Vefpajian deftroy'd the vaft temple in vaip. 
Since fomany no>y rife in great ^^^w(/i?r/'s mild peigm 

The noble jf^;^ orders composed with fuch art. 
Will amaze the fixteye^ and engage the whole heart: 
Proportion's fweet harmony gracing the whole. 
Gives our work^ like the glorious creation^ a foul. 

Then«;^^r and brethren^-pr^fcrvc your great name. 
This lodge fo majeftick will purchafc you fame ; 
Rever'd it Ih^ ftandtill all nature expire^ 
And it's glories ne'er fade till the world is on fire.' 

See, fee, behold here, what rewards all our toil, 

^nfpircs our genius and bids o\^ labour fmil^ : 

Hh 2 To 
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To ovixnolk grand majlir let a bumper be crown'd. 
To all mafons z bumper, fo let it go round. 

Again, my lov'd brelbren^ again let it pafs. 
Our ancient firm union cements with the glafs ; 
And all the contention 'mongft mafons fhall be. 
Who better can work, or who better agree. 

VI. The Grand Warden V Song. By Bro. Oaies. 

LET mafonry be now my theme, 
Thro'out the globe to fpread its fame. 
And eternize each worthy brother's name. 
Your praife fhall to the Ikies refound. 
In lafting happinefs abound. 
And with fweet union all your noble r Repeat 
deeds be crown'd. i tliis line 

CHORUS. 

Sing tbenj my mufsj to mafonV glory y 
Tour names arefo revered injlory^ 
That all tb* admiring world do now adore ye ! 

Let harmony divine infpire 

Your fouls with love and genVous fire, 

To copy well wife Solomon y owr Jire. 

Knowledge fublime fliall fill each heart. 

The rules of ^ometiy t* impart. 

While wifdom^ ftrength and ieauty c Repeat 
crown the glorious art, \ ^liis line. 

Chorus. Sing then^ my Mufe^ &c. 

All 
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jtU chared. 
Let noble Beaufort's health go rounds 
In fwelling cups all cares be drowned. 
And hearts united 'mongft the craft be found. 
May cvcrlaftingfcenes of joy, 
His peaceful hours of blifs employ, 
Which time's all-conquering hand Ihall c Repeat 
ne'er, (hall ne'er deftroy, 1 *W« li«€. 

Chorus. Sing tbeny my tnufe^ &c. 

My Brethren, thus all cares refign. 
Your hearts let glow with thoughts divine^ 
And veneration fhew to Solomon's ^n;ir. 
Our annual tribute jthus we'll pay ■> ^^ 
That late pofterity (hall fay, I s=5 . 

We've crown'd with joy this glorious, hap- 1 3' 
py^ happy 4ayy J ^ 

CHORUS, 

Sing tbrn^ my mufe, to m^fons glary^ 

Tour names arefo revefd inftory^ 
Tbat all the admiring world do now adore ye. 
To all the nobkljOKvy^th^th^thccngrandmafierSp 

VIL The Treafurer's Song. 
N- jB. The two laft lines of each verfe is a Chorus^ 

GRANT me, kind heaven, what I rcqucfl:^ 
In mafonry let me be Weft, 
Diredt me to that happy place 
^htxt friendjbip fmijes in every face > 

Where 
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VJlxcTC freedom and Iwect innocence 
Enlarge the mind and chear the lenfo« 

Where fcepter*d reafon frpm her throne 

Surveys the lodge^ and makes us one \ 

And barmonf% de%I>tful fway 

For ever fheds ambroiial day ; 

Where we bleft Eieif% plipafure taftc, 
Whilftbahnyjoysarcourrepaftf . 

fio prying eye can view us here, 

Ho fool or knave difturb our chear ; 

Our well-form'd faws fet m^kind free. 

And give relief to mifery : 

The poor opprefs'd wjth woe and grief. 
Gain from our bounteous hands relief. 

Our loflge the focial virtues grace. 
And wifdom*s rules we fondly trace } 
Whole nature^ open to our view, 
Points out jhe pafhs we ^oyld pwrfwc, 

Let us fubfift in lafting peace. 

And may our happinefs increaic. 

To all charitable mafons. 

« 

VIII. The Sword-bearer's Song. 

N. B. The lafttwo lin^of each verfcis the Chorus,, 

TO all who mafonry dcfpife 
This counfel I beftow : 
Don't ridicule, if you are wife, 
A fecret you dpn't know. 

Your- 



^ 



If ourfelves you banter, but not it, 
You (hew your fplecHy but not your witi 

With a Fa, la, la, la, la. 
Infpiring virtue by our rules. 

And m ourfelves fccure, 
We have compaffion for thofe fools, 

\Vho thinks Our alis impure : 
We know from ignorance proceeds 
Such mean opinion of our deeds* 

With a Fa, &e* 
ITunion znAJtncerity 

Have a pretence to pleafe, 
We brothers oi free-mafonry 

Lay juftly claim to thefe . 
To ftate-difputes we ne*er give birth, 
Our motto friendjhip is, and mirth. 

With a Fa, &c. 
Then let Us laugh, fmce weVe impos'd 

On thofe who make a pother. 
And cry, tht fecret is difcios*d 

By fome falfe-hearted brother l 
The mighty feeret^s gaift'd, they boait. 
From foft'boy and irom fly ing^pofi. 
With a Fa, 1^ la, la, k. 
To all mafters and wardens of regular todgei. 

(/¥^ ^4Sauw^ ^^9fJ^ '^w*^ 'VW^ ^fbv*^ ^ypi^ Ml}9 

IX. -/^« O D E to the Free-mafons. 
iV, 5. The two laft lines df each verie i^xktChorus^ 

BY mafons art th* afpiring dome$ 
In ftately columns fhall arife : 
All climates are their native homes. 
Their learned actions reach the ikifeSi 
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HerM and kings revere tbcir nunc^ 
"While poets fing their lafting fame. 

Great J nobky gen^rom^ good and brave. 

Are titles they moft juftly claim ! 
Their lilf^Jlf (hall live beyond the grave. 

Which thofe unborn fliall loud proclaim* 
Time (hall their glorious a£bs enrol. 
While love and friendlhip charm the fouL 

To the lafting hongur of free mafons. 

X. An Ode to Mafonry, hy brother J. Bancks. 

N. jB. The two lajl lines of each verfe is the Chorus. 

GENIUS of mafonry defcend. 
In myftick numbers while we fing \ 

Enlarge our foiils, the craft defend. 
And hither ail thy influence bring. 

With focial thoughts our bofoms fill, 

And give thy tilrn to every will. 

While yet Batavia^s wealthy powers 

Negled thy beauties to explore ; 
And winding Seine^ adorn'd with towVs, 

Laments thee wand'ring from his fliore j 
Here fpread thy wings, and glad thefe ifles. 
Where arts refide, znd freedom fmiles. 

Behold the lodge rife into view. 

The work of induftry and art j 
Tis grand, and regular, and true. 

For fo is each good mafoifs heart. 
Friendfhip cements it from the ground, 
And fccrt(y (hall fence it round. 



:i 



( ni ) - 

A ftately dome o'erlooks our eaflj 

Like orient PbaHs in the niorn \ 
And two tall pilars in the 'v^ 

At once fupport us and adorn. 
Upholden thps the ftruSture ftands. 
Untouched by facrilegious hands. 

For concord forrii'd, our fouls agree^ 
Nor fate this union fliall deftroy : 
Our toils and fports alike ^e free, 
/ And all is harmony and joy. 
So Sali^m*s temple rofe by rule. 
Without the noife of noxious tool. 

As when Amphion tun'd his fong, 
Ev'n rugged rocks the mufic knew^ 

Smoothed into fojm, they glide along. 
And to a Thebes the defart gj-ew ; 

So at the found of Hiram's voice - 

We rife, we join, and we rejoice. 

Then may our vows to virtue move. 
To virtue owrt*d in all her parts : 

Come candour^ innocence ^d love^ 

Come' and poflfcfs our faithful hearts ; 

Mercy ^ who feeds the hungry poor^ 

And JlencCy guardian of the djOpr. 

And thou Astr^ea (tho* from earth, 
. Whej^ m^en on men bcg^n to prey, 
Xhou fled'ft to claim cekftial birth) 

Down from Olympus wing thy way ; 
And mindful of thy ancient feat. 

Be prefent ftill where mafons meet. 

I i Immortal 
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hmortal fcience too be near» 

(We own thy empire o'er the mind) 
Dreis'd in thy radiant robes appear. 

With all thy beauties train behind ; 
hmntion young and blooming there, 
Visrt geometry with rule sdid/quare. 

In Egypt's fabrtck * learning .dwelt. 

And Roman breafbs could virtue hide: 

But Vulcan's rage the building felt. 
And Brutus> laft of Romans^ dy'd : 

Since when, difpers*d the Jifters rove, 

Or fill paternal thrones above« 

But loft to half of hitman race. 
With us the virtues ihall revive ; 

And driv'n no nK>re from place to place. 
Here feienee fhall be kept alive : 

And manly tajie^ the child of /enfei 

Shall banifli vice and dulnefs hence* 

United thus, and for thefe ends, 
'Lttfcom deride, and envy rail i 

From age to age the eraft defcends. 
And what we build (hall ncVer fail ) 

If or Jbatt the world onr works furvey j 

But every brother keep the key / 

. liM^— li^MHI II ■■ 11 I I ■■^■^—1 — <W— — 

^ The Ptibmman libraqr. 
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/I rRANSLAriON of the Latin, in the 
defcriptim of the hanquetting ball of the lodge 
at Marfeilles ; for the benefit of fucb of wf 
readers as are unacquainted with that tot^ue. 

The MASONS at MarfeiUes have crefted this 
monument of their affcftion to their moft be- 
loved king. 

Fidelity to God, our king and country. 



Prudence. 
Fortitude. 
Pardon. 


Charity* 
Fidelity* 
Filial debt. 


Patience. 


Paternal love. 


Humility. 

Friendlhip. 

Piety. 


Obedience. 

Alms-giving, 

Hofpitality. 



Here virtue, wifdom, beauty fixed their feat. 
Love joins their hearts, and piety the tie. 
Here peace we give, and here by tUms receive. 
One equal law of high and low the tot. 

The matter, vice-mafter, and whole body of 

the mafons of lAarfeilles have erected . thcfe 

different examples of the virtues ^nd monu- 
ments of fraternal liberality, propofed to the 

imitation of their brethren ; to the honour of the 

fupreme architeA of the whole world i in the year 

of light 5765. 

FINIS. 
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